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Free Askari!

Askari Danso is a founding member 
of VAPOC (Virginia Pris0ner of Con-
science), a steering committee member 
of the Coalition for Justice and a 
member of the Defenders for Freedom, 
Justice, and Equality, which are all part 
of the Virginia Prison Justice Network.  
 
On April 24th, he and his cellmate 
were transferred to Su*sex I, a higher 
level secur1ty facility, and put into 
solitary.  We are naturally concerned.  
 
To read more about his story go to the 
Richmond Times Dispatch newspaper 
article published on May 6, 2018 at:  
goo.gl/NrztLT.

Askari would appreciate letters.  Write to:  
Dale Pughsley #1108900,
Sussex I State Prison
24414 Musselwhite Dr
Waverly, VA 23891

On April 23, 2018,there was an announce-
ment by City of Richmond Common-
wealth’s Attorney Michael Herring that 
his office will no longer seek cash bail for 
criminal defendants.  This is great news but 
this has to happen throughout the state.

As ACLU Virginia wrote in 2017:   Whether 
or not you are in jail should not depend on 
your ability to pay for your freedom. Yet 
that’s the way our current money bail sys-
tem works. It is one of the most corrupt and 
broken parts of our justice system.    Close 
to half a million people are in jail today 
awaiting trial, many of them incarcerated 
because they are too poor to afford cash 
bail. The time has come to abolish this 
system. The ACLU Campaign for Smart 
Justice is launching a nationwide campaign 
today to end this injustice of wealth-based 
incarceration, deploying all of our tools 
from our nationwide state affiliate structure 
to our strategic litigation, communication, 
and legislative advocacy to support bail re-
form movements and our partners in states 
across the country.

Even though you are presumed innocent 
in the eyes of the law, if you can’t afford 
cash bail, you will end up in jail for weeks, 
months, or, in some cases, years as you wait 
for your day in court. This wealth-based 
incarceration disproportionately punishes 
and targets Black people and other people 
of color as well as people from economically 
disadvantaged communities. Those trapped 
by this system often lose their families, jobs, 
and homes as they are denied justice while 
waiting for their case to move through the 
system.

They’re also more likely to be convicted 
of the crime they were charged with. One 
study showed that the non-felony conviction 
rate jumps from 50 percent to 92 percent for 
those jailed pretrial. For felony cases, the 
rate jumps from 59 percent to 85 percent. 
Whether you are detained before trial can 
very well predict whether you are eventually 
convicted, as people become desperate to 
leave jail and agree to plea deals. Prosecu-

tors know how to work this system and take 
advantage of these desperate situations.

But prosecutors aren’t the only ones who 
benefit from this system. Multinational 
insurance corporations and for-profit bail 
bond companies make billions in profits, 
all on the backs of low-income people 
and disadvantaged communities. That’s 
because if you want to get out of jail and 
you cannot afford it, then you have to turn 
to one of these companies to secure your 
freedom. According to a recent report by 
Color of Change and the ACLU Campaign 
for Smart Justice, fewer than 10 companies 
are responsible for a significant majority of 
the $14 billion in bonds posted by for-profit 
bail each year. The industry collects around 
$2 billion a year in profits.

These companies require an upfront, 
nonrefundable fee—usually 10 percent—to 
pay for your bail. Yet often times families 
cannot afford this fee and end up paying 
through installment plans with high interest 
rates, trapping them in years of debt. So 
individuals with enough money to pay their 
entire bail upfront generally receive all
(continued on page 2) 

We Can’t End Mass Incarceration  
Without Ending Money Bail

Speak Out for Prison Justice Event 
in Richmond, May 19th 

PRISON JUSTICE SPEAK-OUT - On 
Saturday, May 19, there will be an oppor-
tunity for incarcerated women and men, 
formerly incarcerated, family members, 
friends and prison justice advocates to 
tell their stories and help the public learn 
about changes that need to be made in 
the criminal injustice system. 1-3:30 pm, 
Second Baptist Church, 1400 Idlewood 
Ave., Richmond. Sponsored by the Vir-
ginia Prison Justice Network, of which 
the Defenders are a co-founder. Spread 
the word!  Get involved!

Contact the Defenders for Freedom, Jus-
tice and Equality for more information:  
DefendersFJE@hotmail.com

S. 2724: A bill to reform the use 
of solitary confinement and other 
forms of restrictive housing in the 
Bureau of Prisons, and for other 

purposes.

Introduced on Apr 19, 2018.   Sponsored 
by Senator Richard Durbin (Dermocrat, IL)

This Senate bill is in the first stage of 
the legislative process. It was introduced 
into Congress on April 19, 2018. It will 
typically be considered by committee next 
before it is possibly sent on to the House 
or Senate as a whole. Let’s hope this moves 
forward!
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of their money back when their case is re-
solved, but if a for-profit bondsman bailed 
you out — even if you never miss a day in 
court and are found not guilty — you and 
your family are still financially beholden, 
many times for years paying them back.
This is happening throughout the country. 
In Maryland, for example, the state’s Office 
of the Public Defender found that over a 
five-year period, “more than $75 million in 
bail bond premiums were charged in cases 
that were resolved without finding of any 
wrongdoing.” Overall, for-profit bond pre-
miums cost families in the state more than 
$250 million over five years, and that does 
not include interest or other fees. When you 
take a deeper look, as we have, you’ll see 
that these predatory loan practices are often 
concentrated in the poorest communities 
and are disproportionately paid by Black 
people. We’re seeing hundreds of millions of 
dollars drained from our most underserved 
communities into the hands of the bail bond 
industry and multinational corporations.

Money shouldn’t determine someone’s 
freedom from incarceration. Big business 
must not be the gatekeeper that decides 
who is released from jail before trial. Profits 
must be removed from playing any role in 
deciding whether a person is free or in jail. 

The Supreme Court of Virginia completed a 
final report of a study of Virginia’s courts, 
the “Virginia Self-Represented Litigant Study”. 

It is a ground-breaking study of Virginia’s 
civil courts’ case management databases, 
focusing on unrepresented litigants – the 
first such study ever in Virginia, and perhaps 
only the second in the entire country.   There 
were no data on the pervasiveness of unrep-
resented litigants in Virginia’s courts. In fact, 
the court’s databases didn’t uniformly track 
the representational status of parties, so 
there was no way to find this out so in 2014 
representation fields in the databases were 
made mandatory in all courts.  

The Outcomes Report contained a number 
of significant findings:

The vast majority of civil cases include at 
least one unrepresented party. The tradi-
tional adversarial model of the court, in 
which both parties have legal representation, 
occurs in only:

      1. 1 percent of General District 
          Court cases, 

      2.  6 percent of Adult Juvenile and     
           Domestic Relations Court cases, and

      3.  38 percent of Circuit Court cases. 

Even if all default judgments and “not 
founds”, etc., are excluded, both parties 
have representation in only 2% of the cases 
in General District Court.

Poverty is associated with not being rep-
resented in court by a lawyer. The greater 
the extent of poverty in a locality, the less 
likely it is that parties will have an attorney. 
Also,   both plaintiffs and defendants have 
substantially higher success rates when rep-
resented than when they are unrepresented

These findings show what poor people 
already know:   To the extent our civil justice 
system presumes the presence of counsel 
(in requirements for pleadings, rules of 
procedure and evidence, etc.) to fairly and 
effectively try cases, that reliance is too often 
seriously misplaced, creating a dysfunction-
al system for the many litigants who don’t 
have access to representation. Poverty, and 
the concomitant inability to retain counsel, 
creates a significant barrier to successful 
outcomes for unrepresented poor litigants 
in Virginia’s courts, notwithstanding the 
best efforts of our judges to treat all litigants 
fairly.

To close this Justice Gap: 

      1. We need to increase availability of  
           counsel for those low-income  
           litigants who have valid claims to  
           dispute, particularly where opposing  
           party has counsel, through increased  
           funding for legal aid; and through 

       2. increased participation in pro bono  
           work by Virginia’s private lawyers. 

       3. At the same time, we need to re-think  
           our court processes, recognizing that  
           unrepresented litigants are now more  
           often the rule than the exception  
           to the rule - particularly in the lower  
           trial courts.  

Note:   The Justice Gap has been defined 
as the difference between the level of legal 
assistance available and the level that is nec-
essary to meet the needs of poor Americans. 
Over 80 percent of the civil legal needs of the 
poor in Virginia and nationwide go unmet.
Aug 24, 2017  (Virginia State Bar)

Summary Report on the Findings of the  
Virginia Self-Represented Litigant Study John E. Whitfield 

April 4, 2018

Sign the Petition to Restore  
Parole in Virginia

Since 1995, a year after the Virginia 
Assembly passed legislation to abolish 
parole, Virginia has built thirteen new 
prisons and many new jails even as the 
crime rate has declined. The money spent 
building new prisons to house those 
serving long sentences could be better 
used in three ways: to fund rehabilitative 
programs for inmates in the prisons, to 
fund re-entry programs for those leaving 
prison, and to fund education in Virginia 
to prevent children from going to prison.  
Over 14,000 people have signed.   Let’s 
get to 30,000!   Tell your outside people 
please.

Sign the petition at:  
https://goo.gl/6uCdyZ

Petition from Lillie Branch Kenne-
dy,  Founder, Executive Director,   
Resource Information Help for the  
Disadvantaged and Disenfranchised.
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by her son, Infininte Allah (Greensville State 
Prison), originally written as a Black History 
Month Presentation

Born Shirley Ann White to parents Melvin 
White, Sr. a man born to share-cropping 
parents of slaves on the White Plantation 
in Dillon, South Carolina and Mary Alice 
McCoy Jackson White, a daughter of the 
Cherokee Reservation in Wilmington, NC, 
Mrs. Turner, my mother, was raised among 
the familial love of 17 brothers and sisters 
in Richmond, VA during the fever-pitch 
height of WWII and the Great Migration 
of African-Americans from the dismal con-
ditions of Jim Crowism that was festering 
within the bosom of the Southern states, to 
the promises of economic and civil equality 
of manufacturing plants that were located 
further north.

Being raised with little formal education, 
she had her first child in the Fall of 1955 
and moved into public housing a few years 
later.  With the limited career opportunities 
available to a single, uneducated, teen 
mother, my mother became reliant upon a 
stipend given through government assistance 
in the form of welfare and food stamps.   She 
remained this way up until she had her last 
child in the summer of 1969.  Although she 
also relied on her spiritual connection to the 
God of her understanding, she also knew the 
practical destiny of her children:  education 
with a sense of purpose.

My mother married David L. Turner in 
1969.   However, the marriage did not last.   
She began her climb by receiving her GED 
in 1971.   She then began volunteering for a 
local housing initiative called “Model City” 
with L. Douglas Wilder and Henry Marsh 
III, to make available affordable housing for 
low-income families.   From this platform, 

she received her first job with Model City 
-- thereby removing herself and her family 
from the welfare rolls.   Due to her diligent 
work ethic and sincerity to this social cause, 
she was offered employment as a caseworker 
in the city’s Social Services Department in 
1976.   In her new role, my mother became 
known throughout the city as someone who 
assisted young, black women -- the majority 
of her caseload -- in receiving educational/
vocational training, family planning, and 
moving off of welfare and into the work-
force.

At the same time, around 1981, she enrolled 
in a Literacy Arts and Poetry Scholarship 
program offed by VCU.   She loved to write 
and penned several works, including “What 
if?” and “Black Man, You Can Make It.”   
She was also recognized by the city for her 
tireless work with the young, pregnant 
mothers of the Shiloh Baptist Church on 
Venable Street, in the east end of Richmond.
The culmination of her almost 30 year career 
in public service came when she was promot-
ed to manager of the Fraud Investigation 
Unit of Social Service in 1983.  She retired in 
2006 after being diagnosed with cancer.  She 
soon returned to her essence on Dec. 25, the 
same day as her iconic idol, the Godfather 
of Soul, Mr. James Brown, departed this life 
as well.

My mother led a hard but rewarding life.   
She had 4 children, 10 grandchildren, a host 
of nieces and nephews, etc. and was consid-
ered a pillar of the community.  She loved the 
skin she was in and the world through the 
eyes of the God of her understanding.  She 
proved it each and every day of her life.  She 
is truly a titan of Black History, in a real and 
tangible way.

Black Virginia History 
A Mother’s Day Remembrance of Mrs. Shirley Ann White-Turner  

(1940-2006)

Check out this book written by a prisoner named D.G. Lester:  
“Infamous Quotes, Notorious Notes: Wisdoms, Oneliners, and Other Inspired Inso-
lence”.  It’s sold on Amazon Books or Barnes & Noble and all proceeds go to St. Judes 
Children’s Research Hospital.  From a customer review:  “on the surface, this may 
appear to be a series of quips and clever, random insights. And indeed, they are there. 
But if you keep reading, allow the picture to come fully into view. In its entirety. A 
very real, honest- brutally sometimes- picture of what a life of incarceration looks like. 
The sense of betrayal, the injustice, the regrets, the dashed hopes, and most of all, the 
resilience- still in tact.”

Upcoming RIHD  
Mobile Justice Tour Event

“Town Hall” Meeting for Formerly  
Incarerated and Families with Incarcerat-
ed Women and Girls of Tidewater.

Saturday, July 21, 2018
2pm - Norfolk Virginia

Light Refreshment

Lillie Branch-Kennedy
Lead Organizer

Additional information, to sign up  
and meeting location, send email to  
Lillie@RIHD.org, call (804) 426-4426

Sponsored by:
National Council for Incarcerated and 
Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls
https://nationalcouncil.us/

Please share with persons with a felony 
record, formerly incarcerated and 
incarcerated women and girls and their 
families.
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