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Juneteenth (June 19) 
 

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration 
commemorating the ending of slavery in 
the United States.  Dating back to 1865, it 
was on June 19th that the Union soldiers, 
led by Major General Gordon Granger, 
landed at Galveston, Texas with news that 
the war had ended and that the enslaved 
were now free. Note that this was two and a 
half years after President Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation - which had 
become official January 1, 1863. The 
Emancipation Proclamation had little 
impact on the Texans due to the minimal 
number of Union troops to enforce the new 
Executive Order. However, with the 
surrender of General Lee in April of 1865, 
and the arrival of General Granger’s 
regiment, the forces were finally strong 
enough to influence and overcome the 
resistance. 
But as P. R. Lockhart wrote in Vox in 
2018,  “Ironically, while Juneteenth has 
become the most prominent Emancipation 
Day holiday in the US, it commemorates a 
smaller moment that remains relatively 
obscure. It doesn’t mark the signing of the 
1863 Emancipation Proclamation, which 
technically freed slaves in the rebelling 
Confederate states, nor does it 
commemorate the December 1865 
ratification of the 13th Amendment, which 
enshrined the end of slavery into the 
Constitution. Instead, it marks the moment 
when emancipation finally reached those in 
the deepest parts of the former 
Confederacy.  In many ways, Juneteenth 
represents how freedom and justice in the 
US has always been delayed for black 
people. The decades after the end of the 
war would see a wave of lynching, 
imprisonment, and Jim Crow laws take 
root. What followed was the 
disproportionate impact of mass  
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About Shavuot 
 
Rabbi Neil Hirsch wrote an article on 
5/11/2018 called “Shavuot and Criminal 
Justice Reform”  Shavuot (June 8-10, 
2019) marks the end of the counting of the 
Omer, the 49 days between Passover and 
Shavuot.  He wrote: “Many view the 
counting of the Omer as a spiritual and 
conscientious practice—but while the 
Reform Jewish community conscientiously 
counts through 49 days, we know that 
there are many who count days, weeks, 
and years as they serve time in the criminal 
justice system.  Today, the United States 
has the largest imprisoned population in 
the world by total number. 
Over-criminalization and mass 
incarceration have overwhelmingly 
affected people of color. Black men are 
disproportionately likely to be arrested, 
tried, and incarcerated for drug crimes, 
even though they are no more likely to use 
or sell illicit drugs than white men. One in 
every three black males born today is 
expected to serve time in prison during his 
lifetime, as compared to one in every 17 
white men. Once released, prisoners face 
significant obstacles to re-enter society. 
Federal and state prisons often lack 
plentiful and well-organized re-entry 
programs in many federal and state 
prisons. Once someone leaves prison, they 
often find themselves discriminated against 
by employers who are afraid to hire 
formerly incarcerated people. Moreover, 
many federal, state, and local laws prevent 
those with felony convictions from 
accessing public housing, nutritional 
assistance, higher education grants and 
other programs that could help them 
rebuild their lives. With few economic 
opportunities, these individuals often 
return to criminal behavior, eventually 
landing back in prison and beginning the 
cycle again.” 
Some thoughts on “counting” in regards to 
judges from-- 
Leviticus 19:15 by  Ibn Ezra (12th century 
Jewish Philosopher) 

 לא תעשו עול. על הדיינים והעדים ידבר:
(continued on page 2) 

For a List of the Virginia Prison Justice 
Network organizations to see how you 

can help or get help... 
 

Write to us for a free copy of the list of 
organizations from around the state that 
work to end mass incarceration and 
advocate for human rights for those behind 
bars.  Note:  we are not lawyers

 
Drive to Work 

FINES AND COSTS NO LONGER 
SUSPEND DRIVER’S LICENSES 
● After July 1, 2019, DMV will 

reinstate driver’s licenses 
suspended solely for unpaid court 
fines. 

● Before July 1, suspensions for 
unpaid fines remain. 

● You still owe the fines and can be 
sued, garnished or held in 
contempt for not paying 

● Suspensions for other reasons 
remain in effect (such as child 
support, drug convictions, DUI) 

● Drive-To-Work continues to assist 
with license restorations. 

Drive-To-Work in an organization that 
assists low income or previously 
incarcerated persons to restore their driving 
privileges so they can drive to work and 
keep a job. Recognizing how important a 
driver's license is to many jobs, 
Drive-To-Work provides legal and other 
services and is the only organization in 
Virginia directly addressing this issue. 
Strategies. Drive-To-Work carries out its 
mission by offering three strategic services: 

● client services to individuals to 
restore their driving privileges 

● driver education services, 
including driver improvement 
clinics and driver examination 
prep courses 

● seminars and presentations on 
"How To Get Your License Back" 
for re-entry programs. 

Advocacy: 
 Drive-To-Work advocates of changes in 
the law to improve opportunities for  
suspended individuals to get their  
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incarceration, discriminatory housing 
policies, and a lack of economic 
investment.”  
And so the struggle for emancipation 
continues. 

 
What Matters Is Inside, A Poem 

By H. Bergen, Fluvanna 
 
Our hearts beat the same, 
Even though it's different from where we 
came. 
If you cut us do we "Not All" bleed the 
same red . 
When our "Loved Ones" die, do we not 
mourn the dead. 
The words that we speak, 
Do they build us up-or-make us weak? 
Look at people's differences on the outside 
with Love instead of Hate, 
The time is now to show Love before it's 
too late. 
Choose carefully your actions each day, 
For that very well could be the last 
statement you say! 

 
Props! 

 
America's 2019 National Teacher of the 
Year teaches students at a juvenile 
detention facility in Richmond, Virginia. 
Rodney Robinson has been a teacher for 19 
years, the last four at a school inside the 
Richmond Juvenile Detention Center. 
Robinson said he gives his students 
"empathy, not sympathy" and tries to teach 
them how to move forward despite 
whatever obstacles come their way. 
Motivated to disrupt the school-to-prison 
pipeline, Robinson said his mission is to 
empower the students in the juvenile 
system to be engaging forces in their 
communities. 
All of Robinson’s students are registered to 
vote upon graduation. He’s also gone as far 
as teaching his students how to restore their 
rights to vote if they lose them due to 
felony convictions. 
“I want to create lifelong scholars who use 
the lessons and skills learned to foster 
positive change,” Robinson wrote in his 
Teacher of the Year application. “The 
majority of my lessons focus on 
overcoming long odds to succeed.” 

 
(continued on page 3) 

Do not pervert justice This commandment 
is directed to judges and witnesses. 

 
Eid ul-Fitr 

(from ICNA Council for Social Justice) 
 

The purpose of Ramadan is to get closer to 
God. This is done either by fulfilling His 
commands or abstaining from His prohibitions. 
This month is all about learning the patience to 
abstain from sin and the patience to stay firm on 
a command. 
We are now almost through Ramadan. Let's 
evaluate ourselves. Is there some sin I am 
giving up this Ramadan that I will not engage in 
again? Is there any act of obedience that I 
lacked before that I am engaging in now and 
will continue to do so? 
How closer am I to my Lord this Ramadan? Am 
I closer to Him now than I was before 
Ramadan? Don't let this be just another 
Ramadan. Change yourself. Be better. Come 
closer to your Lord. The Muslim sages point 
out that one of the ways to know if you're 
Ramadan was accepted by God or not is by 
observing your behavior after it. If you see 
yourself as a better Muslim after it, then it may 
be a sign that you're Ramadan was accepted 
God-Willing. This is the point of Ramadan: to 
be a better version of yourself. 
"You who believe, fasting is prescribed for you, 
as it was prescribed for those before you, so that 
you may be mindful of God" (Quran 2:183). 
Whenever the companions of Muhammad 
(pbuh) would meet each other on Eid ul-Fitr, 
they would say, "May God accept from us and 
you." The prophetic practice is to eat something 
before the Eid ul-Fitr prayer even if it is just a 
glass of water. It is a day of celebration and joy 
and one of the two festivals in the Islamic 
calendar. 
 

 
 

Cutting Ties, Finally 
In March 2019, The largest US bank 
confirmed that it would no longer 
underwrite loans and bonds for private 
prison companies. JP Morgan Chase has 

(continued on page 3) 

licenses back.  Drive-To-Work is widely 
recognized for its expertise and leadership 
in legislative changes on driver's license 
issues in Virginia.  Drive-to-Work's offices 
are located in Richmond, Virginia in Scott's 
Addition near the Diamond.  They are 
convenient to Interstate 95 and 64 and to 
Richmond bus routes. 
1735 Summit Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23230 
Phone: (804) 358-6727 

 
Fredericksburg-area organizations 

launch pilot program to hire released 
inmates as traffic flaggers 

 
Jobs are hard to come for the formerly 
incarcerated.  The program, Right Road, is 
a joint collaboration between FailSafe-ERA 
and the American Traffic Safety Services 
Association, both locally operated 
organizations. One facet of the program 
will place those who complete the 40-hour 
training with an area company as traffic 
flaggers on road projects. 
Another facet of the program is teaching 
behavioral skills, the kind of tools that 
could help them avoid what got them in 
trouble in the first place. 
The participants are screened and 
interviewed and sign agreements. They are 
also assigned to a “professional and 
personal development coach” for one year. 
Juanita Shanks founded FailSafe-ERA 10 
years ago after her son was locked up. She 
did it initially to help the family get 
through the ordeal. She continued running 
the program to help fill a need for others 
who end up behind bars, something that 
can impact a person for life. 
She acknowledged that her clientele have 
to deal with the consequences of 
committing a crime, but said they deserve 
another chance after serving their time. 
“They’re human beings,” she said. 
Doug Taylor, FailSafe’s learning and 
development director, agrees. 
“People's’ lives shouldn’t be chaotic like 
this,” he said of how difficult it can be for 
people with prison records have to fit back 
into society.  Often, he said, the inability to 
find steady work is the very thing that lands 
people back in jail. Some can’t pay fines or 
child support. Some turn to crime after a 
paying job doesn’t pan out. 

(continued on page 3) 
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Hey Ladies 
 
The bill for free hygiene products for 
women inmates will go into effect July 1. 
It applies to every jail and prison in the 
state. 

 
Kids Doin’ Bids 

 
Hassan Shabazz:  “I am completely 
inspired by the work that is being done by 
the "Kids Doin' Bids" organization, which 
was formed by a group of young men who 
were juveniles when they were sentenced 
as adults to do time in prison. Many of 
them have done decades and still have 
longer to go. These men were children 
upon conviction, and despite their efforts to 
reform themselves, due to 
Truth-In-Sentencing, they have no 
reasonable expectation for release. Some of 
these men ( Coker Robinson, Skyy Reese, 
Terrell Kelly, and Jay Contreras) are not 
only members, but are also Mentors in the 
Self-governing Re-entry Community here 
at Augusta Correctional. With no parole, 
these men are losing the opportunity to live 
and lead productive lives outside of these 
walls. We are asking that the governor use 
his executive pardon power to grant these 
men release.”  Hassan Shabazz, VAPOC 
 
Their mission is to provide a platform for 
juvenile offenders and  to educate them on 
harsh sentences for kids & provide a voice 
for all affected by youth crime & 
incarceration.  Recently, KDB volunteers 
and select students from South Hampton 
Elementary (k-5) took a trip the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts for a fun day on the 
town. Check out their facebook page and 
see how you can help. 

 
 
The Virginia Prison Justice Network 
Newsletter is published by the Coalition 
for Justice. PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA 
24063 
The Network is made up of organizations 
committed to creating much needed change 
in the carceral system and in the lives of 
prisoners and their families.  Get involved!  
https://vapjn.wordpress.com/ 
¡Ahora tenemos apoyo con el español para 
quejas o pregunta. 

 long been one of several major financiers 
of the industry, whose two leaders - CoreCivic 
and GEO Group - brought in a combined $4.16 
billion in revenue last year. Roughly 70 percent 
of the immigrants detained  in this country 
are held in private facilities that belong to 
companies like Geo Group and CoreCivic. The 
bank’s decision follows nearly a decade of 
activism pushing for divestment from the US 
prison industry and marks the first divestment 
by a major US bank at a time when some 
competitors, including Wells Fargo, are also 
signaling their discomfort with private prisons. 
It also comes a little more than a week after 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.), a 
member of the House Financial Services 
Committee, called for oversight hearings for 
major US banks over their ongoing investments 
in the private prison industry. 

 
JPMorgan Chase no financiará 

cárceles 
La comunidad inmigrante celebra este martes la 
decisión de JPMorgan Chase, el mayor grupo 
bancario del país, de poner fin a su relación con 
la industria de las cárceles en Estados Unidos. 
El anuncio llega luego de que el JPMorgan 
Chase, y otras instituciones financieras, hayan 
sido blanco de una intensa campaña, llamada 
"Corporate Backers of Hate" ("Respaldo 
corporativo al odio"), de organizaciones 
proinmigrantes de EE.UU., que les acusan de 
contribuir y mantener la expansión de cárceles 
privadas.  La campaña ha estado dirigida a los 
bancos JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo y 
Goldman Sachs, así como a las compañías 
Boeing, Disney, IBM, BlackRock, Uber y el 
Grupo Blackstone.  En concreto, al JP Morgan 
le señalaban por financiar a GEO Group y 
CoreCivic, principales empresas que gestionan 
cárceles privadas en EE.UU.  "El país ha visto 
las imágenes de humanos en jaulas y escuchado 
el llanto de niños pidiendo ser reunidos con sus 
padres. Nuestro sistema de control de 
inmigración es cruel e inhumano", indicó en un 
comunicado Ana María Archila, codirectora 
ejecutiva del Centro para la Democracia 
Popular.  "Hoy nos complace escuchar que 
JPMorgan Chase ha decidido escuchar a 
nuestras comunidades y poner fin a su práctica 
perjudicial de financiar prisiones privadas y 
centro de detención para inmigrantes", afirmó. 
Inmigrantes y activistas han realizado varias 
protestas frente a la sede del banco y la 
residencia de su consejero delegado en Nueva 
York, Jamie Dimon, exigiéndole que cesara la 
financiación de estas compañías.  De acuerdo 
con el comunicado, el 75 por ciento de los 
inmigrantes detenidos por el Servicio de 
Inmigración y Control de Aduanas (ICE) son 
retenidos en cárceles privadas. 

Let’s hope that more programs can be 
developed around the state and that  this pilot 
program develops into a full working program. 

 
Searching 

An essay by Joshua Hairston, RNCC 
 

In search of a solution -- solutions, but 
honestly, I would settle for answers. 
Veritable and verifiable answers.  What are 
you expected to do when you have done 
beyond what is reasonably expected of 
you?  Mustering all of your physical 
strength and intellect, using all that is 
within your power to transcend your 
circumstances, proving that your life is one 
of tremendous potential.  You do not 
change?  Because you, a little over a 
decade old, were discarded as if you were 
void of anything worth salvaging.  You 
have not existed long enough to truly be 
inseparable from any paradigm you have 
been lead to follow.  How is it then, that 
your punishment for breaking the rules -- 
as most children do -- the sentence in 
response to the infraction reflects that of a 
criminal career?  No, you change because 
change is inevitable.  At a certain point in 
human growth, you begin to comprehend, 
in full, the effects of your actions, 
awakened with a refreshingly clear, almost 
sudden awareness of them.  Feeling 
enlightened, and for most people, 
accountable.  Considering the 
consequences of your own actions as well 
as the actions of others, becomes a crucial 
component in the success of your 
emotional, intellectual, and physical well 
being.  Your maturation, your 
development, provides for you the 
wherewithal to make wiser decisions.  This 
(prison) is no place for your child!  The 
judiciary funnels these easily influenced 
and malleable children into prison, existing 
under some of the deadliest and most 
psychologically destructive conditions, 
with hundreds and sometimes thousands of 
others already damaged by the process, and 
expects what?  With so many brilliant and 
innovative minds fueling the modernization 
of our nation, one is compelled to inquire 
as to whether those who are empowered, by 
the people, to rectify such egregious 
wrongs are really interested in doing so. 
How can a child be treated as an adult? 
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