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Donations Needed 
 

American Legion Post 775, at Pocahontas State 
Correctional Center, is conducting their 3rd 
annual Warrior Games, to raise money for the 
Ronald McDonald House, in Roanoke, VA. and 
for the American Legion Child Welfare Fund. 
Inmates seek other inmates, or their family 
members, to sponsor them to participate in 
various sports such as weight lifting, basketball 
3-point shootout, 80 yard dash, 1 mile run, 4 
man relay, Iron Man competition, wheelchair 
race, etc... 
Inmate sponsors have money orders cut from 
their spend accounts for which charity they want 
to sponsor. 
There are three $25 gift bags for the inmate with 
the most sponsors, the inmate who puts up the 
most money to sponsor, and the top winner in 
the competition. 
Each event will have gold, silver, and bronze 
certificates. Inmates who give certain amounts 
receive certificates as well. 
Inmates who place in the top three spots of each 
event or donate over $15.00 will be invited to 
Post 775's Veterans Day celebration to include a 
movie and refreshments. 
Their post has no official treasurer due to 
VDOC policy, so anyone that would want to 
donate through their post would have to do so 
through an inmate member of the post.  A 
message from Jeffrey Gardner, PSCC. 

 
Stalled Bills 

 
Since we’ve been asked about the status of  
bills to remove possible jail time — often 
imposing a fine — for simple possession 
(“decriminalization”) of marijuana -- 
Virginia -- HB 2079, HB 2370, HB 2644; HB 
2079, HB 2370, and HB 2644 are stalled in 
committee; SB 997 was defeated in committee 
in 2019. 
We will have to see what happens with stalled 
bills in the 2020 Virginia General Assembly, 
which meets in January every year. 

 
Pell Grants Update 

The nation’s largest Prosecutor Organization 
endorsed Pell Grant restoration for incarcerated 
students -- 
(ARLINGTON, Virginia) The National District 
Attorneys Association (NDAA)  endorsed the 
bipartisan Restoring Education and Learning 
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Another Perspective on 1619, Jamestown 
(An excerpt by Michael Guasco - Chair of 
History, Davidson College, 2017, Black 

Perspectives) 
 

 “The most poisonous consequence of raising 
the curtain with 1619 is that it casually 
normalizes white Christian Europeans as 
historical constants and makes African actors 
little more than dependent variables in the 
effort to understand what it means to be 
American. Elevating 1619 has the unintended 
consequence of cementing in our minds that 
those very same Europeans who lived quite 
precipitously and very much on death’s 
doorstep on the wisp of America were, in fact, 
already home. But, of course, they were not. 
Europeans were the outsiders. Selective 
memory has conditioned us to employ terms 
like settlers and colonists when we would be 
better served by thinking of the English as 
invaders or occupiers. In 1619, Virginia was 
still Tsenacommacah, Europeans were the 
non-native species, and the English were the 
illegal aliens. Uncertainty was still very much 
the order of the day. 
When we make the mistake of fixing this place 
in time as inherently or inevitably English, we 
prepare the ground for the assumption that the 
United States already existed in embryonic 
fashion. When we allow that idea to go 
unchallenged, we silently condone the notion 
that this place is, and always has been, white, 
Christian, and European. 
Where does that leave Africans and people of 
African descent? Unfortunately, the same 
insidious logic of 1619 that reinforces the 
illusion of white permanence necessitates that 
Blacks can only be, ipso facto, abnormal, 
impermanent, and only tolerable to the degree 
that they adapt themselves to someone else’s 
fictional universe. Remembering 1619 may be a 
way of accessing the memory and dignifying 
the early presence of Black people in the place 
that would become the 
 United States, but it also imprints in our minds, 
our national narratives, and our history books 
that Blacks are not from these parts. When we 
elevate the events of 1619, we establish the 
conditions for people of African descent to 
remain, forever, strangers in a strange land. 
It doesn’t have to be this way. We shouldn’t 
ignore that something worth remembering 
happened in 1619. There are certainly stories 
worth telling and lives worth remembering, but 
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Crime Commission Now Accepting Written 
Comments on Gun Legislation 

 
What are your thoughts on gun violence? 
 
The Crime Commission was recently referred 
all of the gun legislation from the Special 
Session and has scheduled two Commission 
meetings in August to discuss and review this 
topic. Both meetings will be held in the Shared 
Committee Room (Committee Room B) of the 
Pocahontas Building, 900 East Main Street, 
Richmond, Virginia, 23219. Both meetings are 
open to the public. 
Monday, August 19th at 10:00 a.m.: The agenda 
will consist of a variety of presenters from other 
agencies, organizations, etc. 
Tuesday, August 20th at Noon: Public comment 
will be taken for the first 3 hours (more details 
will be announced in the coming weeks how to 
sign up to speak). Next, patrons will present 
their bills. Currently, there are about 60 bills 
that have been filed. Members have until July 
19th to file legislation. Link to bills: 
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?192+l
st+ALL 
Crime Commission staff is currently accepting 
written comments on this topic. Send written 
comments and any other information/materials 
relevant to this topic via email to 
comments@vscc.virginia.gov or via postal mail 
to our office (address is below). Please be 
advised that comments will be shared with 
members of the Crime Commission. 
Additional details regarding the deadline for 
submitting written comments will be announced 
following the August 20th Crime Commission 
meeting.  .  
Kristen J. Howard 
Executive Director 
Virginia State Crime Commission 
1111 East Broad Street, Ste. B036 
Richmond, VA 23219 

The 2020 Virginia General Assembly Rules & 
Dates For Filing Bills/Resolutions 

Rule 1. Requests for drafts of any bill or joint 
resolution to be prefiled shall be submitted to 
and received by the Division of Legislative 
Services no later than 5:00 p.m., Thursday, 
December 5, 2019. The Division shall make 
such drafts available for review no later than 
midnight, Monday, December 30, 2019. 
Rule 2. Requests for the drafting, redrafting, or 
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 Act (REAL Act), which would restore Pell 
grant eligibility for prisoners who qualify for the 
federal program.  The bottom line is that Pell 
 grant restoration for incarcerated students will 
continue ongoing efforts to reduce recidivism 
while improving outcomes for individuals 
released from prison.  Over the past three years, 
both the Obama and Trump administrations 
have taken critical steps to restore funding to 
new Second Chance Pell sites to provide 
incarcerated students with certifications, 
associates, and bachelor’s degrees at state 
prisons. Now, Congress needs to fully restore 
federal Pell grant eligibility for prisoners as the 
next step in criminal justice reform. 
The nation’s prosecutors are working with 
lawmakers and advocates to evaluate the 
potential next steps to ensure those who are 
incarcerated are successfully reintegrated into 
society. Restoring Pell grant eligibility for 
incarcerated students will improve the criminal 
justice system and serve as a second step 
following implementation of the First Step Act. 
However, when debating about possibly 
expanding eligibility for Pell Grants, some 
policymakers are considering whether civilly 
committed sex offenders, who might never be 
released, should be allowed to participate in the 
program.  Twenty states, including Virginia, 
have civil commitment facilities. 
Contact your senators and give them your 
thoughts: 
Senator Mark Warner 
703 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Senator Tim Kaine 
231 Russell Senate Office Building  
Washington,  D.C.  20510  

 
Making Rehabilitation The Mission And 

'Second Chances' The Goal 
By Ivan Cameron 

Virginia's prison system is in desperate need of 
reform and this change "can" come by the 
unified efforts of those incarcerated and working 
in coordination with the many groups and 
organizations that have tirelessly been fighting 
for prisoners and prison reform.  We, the 
incarcerated, have to become actively involved 
in the work of creating change. I ask that we 
truly begin to 
rise above the perpetuated belief that we are 
nothing more than criminals, and nobodies who 
are not worthy or deserving 
of the opportunities that a fair and "smart on 
crime" approach would undoubtedly provide. 
We have families and communities that need us 
and job and leadership roles which demand our 
presence while politically driven officials seek 
to disqualify us from these roles by 
promoting the belief that our being confined is 
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 history is also an exercise in crafting narratives 
that give voice to the past in order to engage 
with the present. The year 1619 might seem 
long ago for people more attuned to the politics 
 of life in the twenty-first century. But if we can 
do a better job of situating the foundational 
story of Black history and the history of slavery 
in North America in its proper context, then 
perhaps we can articulate an American history 
that doesn’t essentialize notions of “us” and 
“them” (in the broadest possible and various 
understandings of those words). That would be 
a pretty good first step, and it would make it 
much easier to sink our teeth into the rich and 
varied issues that continue to roil the world 
today.” 

 
Milk and Cookies (MAC) Children’s 

Program 
 

Assisting Families of Inmates’ Milk and 
Cookies Children’s Program is a school-based 
support program for children with an 
incarcerated parent(s) in several local 
Richmond elementary schools. The program 
currently operates in Fairfield Court, 
Woodville, Chimborazo and Swansboro. The 
MAC Program is designed to work with 
children of incarcerated parents and their 
caregivers. Enrolled children participate in a 17 
week group curriculum which is augmented by 
individual support, tutoring, mentoring, family 
case management and other services. 
If you have questions, contact: 
Angie Strickland, Director of Programs & 
Development (804) 643-2401 
family@afoi.org 

 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals Reaffirms 

Ruling 
On July 26, 2019 Affiliate attorneys David W. 
DeBruin and Jeffrey A. Atteberry, of Jenner & 
Block, LLP, assisted The Rutherford Institute 
and the ACLU of Virginia in advancing the 
arguments in Porter v. Clarke -- that a Virginia 
prison violated the Constitution’s prohibition 
on cruel and unusual punishment by confining 
death row inmates to parking-space sized cells 
in virtual isolation.  The Court ordered that S1 
prison officials to make permanent changes 
mitigating the conditions, including allowing 
death row inmates to have contact visits with 
family and opportunities for recreational and 
religious activities. On November 2014, four 
Death Row inmates, represented by pro bono 
attorneys, filed a lawsuit in federal district court 
asserting that the conditions of their 
confinement violated the Eighth Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution. 

 
We Hear You! 

By Chanell Burnett, Fluvanna 
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correction of any bill or joint resolution creating 
or continuing a study shall be submitted to and 
received by the Division of Legislative 
Serviceno later than 5:00 p.m., Friday, January 
3, 2020, in order to be filed on the first day of 
the 2020 Regular Session. 
Rule 3. Requests for redrafts and corrections of 
any draft prepared for prefiling shall be 
submitted to and received by the Division of 
Legislative Services no later than 5:00 p.m., 
Friday, January 3, 2020. The Division shall 
make such drafts available no later than noon, 
Tuesday, January 7, 2020. 
Rule 4. Bills and joint resolutions offered for 
prefiling shall be prefiled in either house no 
later than 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, January 8, 
2020. Any member offering for prefiling a bill 
or joint resolution not submitted to the Division 
of Legislative Services for drafting is 
encouraged to submit an electronic version no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on the day the legislation is 
prefiled. 
As RIHD (Resource Information Help for the 
Disadvantaged) states on their website:  The 
goal is to have EVERYONE, by September 1, 
gain the support and commitment of as many 
districts (both parties) to  patron/co-patron and 
reintroduce failed 2019 criminal justice reform 
bills in 2020. 

 
TLC, A Resource 

Transgender Law Center’s Detention Project 
works to end the abuses transgender and gender 
nonconforming (TGNC) people experience in 

prisons, jails, immigration  

detention, state hospitals, and other forms 
 of detention, and at the hands of law 
enforcement. Write them concerning TGNC 
issues, or to obtain copies of their 
 list of available reports and publications. 
Transgender Law Center 
PO Box 70976 
Oakland, CA 94612-0976 

 
 Thoughts on Sentencing 

In a story on criminal justice reform on ABC8 
News, the Commonwealth’s Attorney Scott 
Miles said the Chesterfield county’s current way 
of prosecuting isn’t a good use of resources. 
Miles says he wants to stop prosecuting minor 
drug offenses. He also said he hopes marijuana 
is decriminalized in Virginia but said he needs 
to convince the legislature before that step can 
be made. His comments were made at a town 
hall attended by dozens where county leaders 
were critical of mandatory minimum sentences, 
which don’t give the courts any leeway when 
sending people behind bars. Inmates, too, were 
heard, saying that  resources should be used to 
find people to help rather than put them in 
prison. What does a Commonwealth Attorney 
do? 
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more beneficial to society than our freedom. 
Prisoners have to begin challenging these 
erroneous beliefs and the laws, policies, and  
practices that embody them.  Beliefs should be 
challenged by (1) demonstrating a positive 
attitude towards others, (2) taking personal 
responsibility and being accountable for your 
actions, (3) writing your local representatives, 
(4) encouraging your loved ones to become 
involved through voting and attending 
legislative reform meetings, and (5) keeping up 
with important bills which offer... parole 
eligibility, increased good time credits or 
sentence modification.  “Virginia Prisoner 
Reform Movement” is about those incarcerated 
using their personal reform to bring change to 
public policy in a mature and productive way.  
  

(español) 
 

El sistema penitenciario de Virginia necesita 
desesperadamente una reforma, este cambio 
"puede" venir de los esfuerzos unidos de los 
encarcelados y trabajando en coordinación con 
varios grupos y organizaciones que han estado 
luchando incansablemente por los prisioneros y 
la reforma de la prisión. Nosotros, los 
encarcelados, tenemos que involucrarnos 
activamente en el trabajo de crear este cambio. 
Pido que realmente comencemos a elevarnos por 
encima de la idea de que no somos nada más 
que delincuentes y unos don nadie, que no 
somos dignos o que no merecemos las 
oportunidades que sin duda brindarían un 
enfoque justo e inteligente contra el crimen. 
Tenemos familias y comunidades que nos 
necesitan, trabajo y posiciones de liderazgo que 
exigen nuestra presencia, mientras que los 
funcionarios impulsados por motivaciones 
políticas buscan descalificarnos de estos roles al 
promover la creencia de que estar encerrados es 
más beneficioso para la sociedad que nuestra 
libertad. Los presos tienen que comenzar a 
cuestionar estas creencias erróneas, leyes, 
políticas y prácticas que las incorporan. Las 
creencias deben ser desafiadas al (1) demostrar 
una actitud positiva hacia los demás, (2) asumir 
la responsabilidad personal y ser conscientes de 
sus acciones, (3) escribir a sus representantes 
locales, (4) alentar a sus seres queridos a 
participar a través de la votación y la asistencia a 
reuniones de reforma legislativa, y (5) 
mantenerse al día con los proyectos de ley 
importantes que ofrecen ... elegibilidad para la 
libertad condicional, aumento de los créditos por 
buen tiempo o modificación de la sentencia. “El 
Movimiento de Reform”a de los Presos de 
Virginia se trata de aquellos encarcelados que 
usan su reformación personal para llevar el 
cambio a la política pública de una manera 
madura y productiva. 

If I had no one to read my writings, why should 
I do it? There would be no point at all. But 
many of you out there do and I want you to  
know that I'm so appreciative for that! To  just 
have my voice heard brings me joy 
unspeakable and a sense of satisfaction that I 
am able to provide you with a glimpse into our 
struggle on the inside. So much goes on 
inside these walls that I'm certain people are 
unaware of; and fortunately, I was chosen to be 
one of the voices to bring these issues to 
the forefront of your minds out there. 
So, to all of you out there who continue to read 
my blogs this week, or anytime at all, thank you 
so much, for you make it all worth it! 

 
Hope 

By TyJuan Pridgen, Wallens Ridge 
 

A tremendous percentage of the 30,000 inmates 
who are incarcerated within Virginia 
Department of Corrections wonder if they’ll 
ever be free beyond the concrete walls and 
gates that surround them 24/7. To be honest, I 
think there’s a degree of hope in each inmate to 
be free one day, even the ones who are 
sentenced to life or those who have already 
served 30 plus years. Hope is what keeps an 
individual strong and focused. However, every 
day, every hour and every second, incarcerated 
people in VADOC have to fight for this hope, 
optimism, and sanity. It’s so difficult.  For 
many inmates who are incarcerated, the future 
is unpredictable, especially after all the failed 
bills. Yet, hope still lingers somewhere in our 
hearts and minds. On behalf of the 30,000 
inmates, I would like to thank all the grassroots 
organizations and every single person who 
understands our stories and fights for better 
prison conditions, as well as for an opportunity 
to earn good time. My fight is not finished, for 
there are still many barriers and obstacles that 
stand in my way for freedom. I just ask that you 
continue to have faith and compassion towards 
those who have truly rehabilitated. 

 
“It is said that no one truly knows a nation until 
one has been inside its jails. A nation should 
not be judged by how it treats its highest 
citizens, but its lowest ones.”  
― Nelson Mandela 

 
The Virginia Prison Justice Network 
Newsletter  is published by the Coalition for 
Justice. PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063. 
The Network is made up of organizations 
committed to creating much needed change in 
the carceral system and in the lives of prisoners 
and their families.  Get involved! 
https://vapjn.wordpress.com/ 
¡Ahora tenemos apoyo con el español para 
quejas o pregunta. 

They are elected prosecutors of felony crimes in 
Virginia.   In carrying out their duties, prosecutors 
have the authority to investigate 
persons, grant immunity to witnesses and accused 
criminals, and plea bargain with defendants. 

 
Apologies To Both Kenneths! 

In the last issue, we attributed a poem to Kenneth 
Hunter but the author was Kenneth Douglas.  We have 
a poem by Kenneth Douglas here and Kenneth Hunter 
will be in the next one 

A Poem by Kenneth Douglas 
Remembering to stay silent is just  
a way to forget those thoughts 
 of wasted problems 
Ye,t ambition can't be viewed ahead of 
success, so day to day accomplishments  
are heard alongside of mistakes while to strive is to 
grow, hoping growth is greater, just simply thinking 
before decisions are made… 

 
From “The Catholic Virginian” April 4, 2019 
There are members of parishes in the Diocese of 
Richmond that typically pass unnoticed, unseen. 
They are unable to come to Mass. Any contact 
they have with the outside world is, in fact, 
limited. They are the approximately 60,000 
inmates held in Virginia’s federal, state, county 
and city prisons and detention centers. 
Although some might classify the incarcerated 
as “out of sight, out of mind,” the Diocese of 
Richmond is making broader efforts to ensure 
that it does not prove true. The diocese’s 
solution is a two-tiered approach — making 
certain each prison is matched with a parish so 
that local volunteers can address the needs of its 
own, unique community, while the diocesan 
office provides resources and support.  
Ministering to prisoners can prove challenging 
even for the most dedicated of volunteers as 
each facility might have its own set of rules and 
guidelines, making standardization difficult.  
“We want to make sure that each facility has 
some sort of Catholic presence,” Rachael 
Laustrup, associate director of the diocese’s 
Office of Social Ministry, said. “We are here to 
fill the gaps — to connect people throughout the 
diocese with resources and to connect them with 
one another.”  This year, the diocese included 
prison ministry as a part of its Annual Diocesan 
Appeal, committing $10,000 to that form of 
outreach. Michael School, director of the Office 
of Social Ministries, said his office plans to hold 
a conference, gathering volunteers from across 
the commonwealth for the first time in order to 
provide training and to share ideas. The 
diocese’s long-term goal, Laustrup said, is to 
take a holistic approach to incarceration — one 
that includes everything from creating job 
readiness programs to advocating against the 
death penalty. Prison ministry may be only one 
small part of the solution, but, as volunteers 
throughout the diocese can attest, it is one of 
which anyone can be a part. 
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