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Know Your State 
 
The Virginia Indigent Defense Commission 
(VIDC) is an independent body in the judicial 
branch that is responsible for delivery of right to 
counsel services across the state. The 14 
commission members are appointed by diverse 
authorities: the chairmen of the House and 
Senate Committees for Courts of Justice each 
have an appointment; the chairman of the 
Virginia State Crime Commission; the executive 
secretary of the Supreme Court; the Virginia 
State Bar (two attorneys); Governor (2 
appointees); the Speaker of the House of 
Delegates (3 appointees); and, the Senate 
Committee on Rules (3 appointees). The 
commission has authority to set standards and to 
enforce compliance against those standards 
through its central office in Richmond. 
 
How the right to counsel is funded 
Percentage of state funding: 100% 
Percentage of local funding: 0% 
Percentage of alternative funding: 0% 

Legal authority 
Among all of the states and territories, only 
Virginia does not expressly provide a right to 
counsel in criminal cases in its Constitution. 
 
In 2004, the Virginia General Assembly created 
the VIDC to provide oversight of and support 
for the attorneys performing court appointed 
criminal defense work. As part of the new 
Commission's charge, the General Assembly in 
§ 19.2-163.01 of the Virginia Code directed the 
Commission to establish standards of practice 
for indigent defense counsel. The Standards give 
meaning to the Sixth Amendment Right to 
Counsel and further the overall goal of zealous 
and high quality legal representation foby :r 
each and every client. Specifically, Virginia's 
Standards of Practice for Indigent Defense 
Counsel and legislatively mandated under 
 § 19.2-163.01(A)(4). 
 
Court appointed counsel and public defenders 
must comply with the Standards and Rules of 
Professional Conduct, which are incorporated by 
reference. These Standards should not serve as a 
benchmark for ineffective assistance of counsel 
claims or attorney discipline hearings. Rather, 
they should serve as standards of practice for 
court appointed counsel and public defenders 
providing indigent defense in Virginia. Failure 
to comply with these standards can result in the 
removal of the non-compliant attorney from the 
 list of counsel certified for the court appointed 
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How A Bill Becomes A Law 
 
The Constitution of Virginia, the Rules of the 
Senate, and the Rules of the Virginia House of 
Delegates outline the process bills must go 
through to become law.  Bills may originate in 
either the Senate or the House of Delegates. 

● A Senator or Delegate, as requested 
by constituents, prepares to introduce 
legislation. 

● The Senator or Delegate then explains 
exactly the proposal he/she has in 
mind to a staff attorney in the 
Division of Legislative Services. A 
staff attorney checks existing law and 
the constitutionality of the proposed 
legislation. 

● The bill is then drafted by the 
Division of Legislative Services. 
Draft copies of the bill are made and 
delivered to the Senator or Delegate. 

● The member signs his/her name on 
the bill and introduces it by laying the 
original and duplicate copies on the 
desk of the Clerk (of the Senate or of 
the House of Delegates). 

● The bill is ordered printed and 
referred by the Senate Clerk or the 
House Speaker to the appropriate 
Standing Committee.  

● The members of the Committee -in 
public session- study, discuss, and 
vote on the bill. 

● The Committee then reports 
(“approves”) the bill, with or without 
amendments, to the originating body 
(Senate or House of Delegates). 

● The Constitution, within Article IV, 
Section 11, requires that every bill 
have three readings on three calendar 
days. 

● First Reading: The bill title is printed 
in the Calendar (the daily printed 
agenda of business) or is read by the 
Clerk. 

● Second Reading: The next day the bill 
title appears in its respective 
Calendar. Bills are considered in the 
order in which they appear in the 
Calendar. The Clerk of the 
Senate/House of Delegates reads the 
title of the bill. 

● A bill on second reading is 
amendable. Any amendments are 
taken up and agreed to or rejected. 

● By voice vote, the bill is engrossed  
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Labor Day Is Every Day 
 
Yes, Labor Day has come and gone but we 
should still think about it for the remaining 364 
days of the year.  Some interesting things you 
might not know. 
According to A.B. Jacobs who wrote about the 
history of  Labor Day, the first recorded work 
stoppage was the workers who were building 
the tomb of Ramses III, and they marched off 
the job chanting “we are hungry!”. The 
management sent them pastries, but apparently 
that did not appease the workers. And it was 
successful. The workers got their money, and 
Ramses ended up being killed by his harem. So 
he was not a great manager in any respect. 
Also,  exactly 100 years ago,  Eugene Debs, one 
of the founders of the modern labor movement 
and a socialist, got nearly a million votes in the 
1920 race, and he was in prison. His slogan was 
“prisoner number 9653 for president”, so very 
catchy. He was serving a sentence for violating 
the Sedition Acts because he spoke out against 
U.S. involvement in World War I. 

 
Juvenile Justice Event 

 
Juvenile Justice & Parole Rally 
Saturday, September 28⋅3:30 – 5:30pm 
Appomattox Regional Library 
209 E. Cawson St., Hopewell, VA 
 
Spread the word about the  first ever 
community forum to 
~learn about efforts to ban Juvenile Life 
Without Parole (JLWOP) 
~discuss how to end the School-to-Prison 
Pipeline 
~hear from previously incarcerated individuals 
who are now a positive force within their 
community 
~provide info on invaluable Re-entry Support 
Programs 
~discuss the Juvenile Parole Bill 
 
Guest speakers include long time organizers 
who have worked on this issue for years and the 
author of the Juvenile Parole Bill, Senator Dave 
Marsden. 
 
Contact the Virginia Coalition for the Fair 
Sentencing of Youth: 
 
Jana White, VACFSY 
4975 City Hall Blvd #7391 
North Port, Florida 34286 
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 representation of the indigent accused. 
A Complaint Process brochure was developed 
by the VIDC to inform the general public about 
the Standards of Practice complaint procedure. 
The brochure lists and describes the intake and 
initial evaluation of the complaint and the five 
(5) steps of the complaint process. The 
Standards of Practice Enforcement Process 
(SOPEA) will not affect the outcome of a case 
or post-conviction matters beyond state direct 
appeal.   However,  If the SOPEA finds the 
complaint meets the requirements and is 
“qualified,” the complaint shall then proceed to 
the investigation stage. A “qualified” complaint 
will proceed through the complaint process 
regardless of whether the attorney’s 
certifications are inactive or expired. The 
SOPEA may submit the SOP complaint and any 
relevant information to the Virginia State Bar 
for a misconduct inquiry.   If you would like a 
form, send a request and a stamp to: 
Coalition for Justice 
PO Box 299 
Blacksburg, VA  24063 
 
Virginia Code §§ 19.2-163.01 and 19.2-163.8 
require the Virginia Indigent Defense 
Commission, and for capital defense counsel, 
the Supreme Court of Virginia, to compile and 
maintain a list of attorneys qualified to represent 
accused persons who are in need of criminal 
indigent defense services.  If you are in need of 
legal assistance, they MIGHT be able to help” 
Virginia Indigent Defense Commission 
1604 Santa Rosa Rd., Suite 200 
Richmond, VA  23229 

 
Heating Up 

 
As reported on July 30 by WVTF, hot 
weather has returned to much of the state, 
raising new fears of heat-related illness or 
death in places where people can’t cool off. 
Eighteen of the state’s prisons have no air 
conditioning.  The Human Rights Defense 
Center has cited this as largely a problem in 
prisons in states of the former Confederacy. 
There are drinking fountains at the prisons, but 
experts say drinking large amounts of water can 
cause medical complications, that showers and 
smaller amounts of cold water are effective only 
for brief periods, and fans are not effective in 
cooling the human body when the temperature is 
over 95 degrees. Conditions such as diabetes 
and obesity can limit people’s ability to regulate 
their body heat, as can high blood pressure 
medications and most psychotropic medications. 
Old age also increases the risk of heat-related 
illness, and respiratory and cardiovascular  
illnesses, such as asthma, are exacerbated by 
heat.  
Governor Ralph Northam seemed sympathetic 
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 and passed to its third reading. 
● A bill that has passed the second 

reading with or without amendments 
is engrossed 

● If amendments are adopted, the bill is 
rewritten with amendments included 
and reprinted in its engrossed form for 
passage. 

● Third Reading: The next day, the 
engrossed bill title appears in the 
calendar on third reading. The bill is 
read by title by the Clerk. By a 
recorded vote, the bill is passed. 

● Communication: When passed, the 
bill is sent to the other house for its 
consideration. 

● In the other body's chamber: The bill 
goes through substantially the same 
procedure as it did in the originating 
body. 

● The bill is read by title a first time, 
then the bill is referred to a Standing 
Committee, considered and reported 
by the Standing Committee, read a 
second time and a third time before 
passage by a constitutional majority. 

● If there are differences between the 
Senate and House versions of the bill, 
a Committee of Conference is created 
to resolve them. 

● After the bill has been passed by both 
houses of the General Assembly, it is 
printed as an enrolled bill, and 
examined and signed by the presiding 
officer of each house. 

● The bill is sent to the Governor for 
approval, where it may either be 
signed into law; amended and 
returned to the General Assembly for 
approval; or vetoed and returned to 
the General Assembly, where the 
House of Delegates and the Senate 
may override the veto by a two-thirds 
vote of both houses; or, the Governor 
may take no action and the bill 
becomes law without the Governor’s 
signature. 

● Bills enacted at a Regular Session (or 
the Reconvened Session which 
follows) are effective the 1st day of 
July following adjournment of the 
Regular Session, unless another date 
is specified. 

 
A Thought 

By Danita Lawson (VCC) 
 

Hello world I am a returning citizen of America. 
I would like to raise awareness to all families, 
friends and local and high lawmakers --  if we 
do not start helping the system understand that 
our children, daughters,sons, husbands, wives 
then our nation is withering away, because 
everybody wants to make money 

(continued on page 3) 

2020 General Assembly Session Will  
Reintroduce the Following Bills 

 
Others will follow but this is what RIHD has 
posted so far: 
 

Reinstate Parole Study 
HJ 644 Study (2019); JLARC;  Directs the Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review Commission 
(JLARC) to study the reinstatement of 
discretionary parole, that was abolished in 
1995. 
Introduced by Delegate Vivian Watts 

Fishback/Jury Trials Parole 
HB 1689 Parole (2019); exception to the 
limitation on the application of parole statutes 
Introduced by Delegate Joseph Lindsey 

SB 1437 Parole 
 exception to the limitation on the application of 
parole statutes; investigations and reports 
Introduced by Senator Jennifer McClellan 
 
Website: https://virginiageneralassembly.gov 

 
Aging People In Prison Human Rights 

Campaign 
 

From their website: 
“The United States has the highest rates of 
elderly prisoner incarceration in the world. 
Historically over time this poli-socio-economic 
policy making practice has resulted in the 
national crisis called aging people in prison. 
Men and women are spending decades in prison 
up to 30, 40, 50, and even 60 years or more 
separated from parents, children, families, and 
communities. A person incarcerated in their 
youth and over time aging in prison creates 
broken families and a fractured society with 
little hope for those left but to languish and die 
in prison.” 
The organization’s mission is to advocate, 
educate, and lobby for the human rights of 
aging people in prison; and their ultimate 
release and return them to their family and 
community before their natural life expires. 
. 

Virginia Chapters: 
VA Richmond APP-HRC:  Lead Organizers: 
Lashawnda Singleton. For questions or details 
contact va@apphrc.com. P.O. Box 25156 
Richmond VA 23260. 
VA Shenandoah Valley APP-HRC: . Lead 
Organizers: Wynonah Hogan & Harvey Yoder. 
For questions or details contact 
shenvalleyapphrc@gmail.com. 

 
A Poem 

By Loren Wright, ACC 
Hear.  Respond. Reach. Help.  
Heal within and as petals of a flower 
blossom out so to affect the environment 
directly even 

(continued on page 3) 
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 and indicated Virginia might be prepared to 
provide air conditioning to prisons that didn’t 
have it.  Write to him and share your thoughts: 
Office of the Governor 
 P.O. Box 1475 
Richmond, VA 23218 

 
On The Outside 

 
An excerpt from Veer Magazine, August 20, 
2019: 
“The unfortunate reality of probation for 
many is an extremely difficult set of rules 
and regulations that often result in 
violations or more commonly technical 
violations. A technical violation of 
probation is any action considered as 
misbehavior by a person under supervision 
that is not by itself a criminal offense and 
generally does not result in arrest. Failing 
to report for a scheduled office visit, 
missing a curfew, lack of employment or 
attendance at school, testing positive for 
drug or alcohol use, or contacting a victim 
or co-defendant) are examples of actions 
that can be considered violations. The fact 
is that persons on probation and parole in 
Virginia are more likely to be incarcerated 
due to technical violations than for 
committing a new crime thus continuing a 
system of criminalization as opposed to 
reform.”  Clearly, ex-offenders need more 
support once on the outside.

 
What The People Want 

ACLU of Virginia released results from a survey 
of registered voters taken late last year.  Three 
quarters said they favored criminal justice 
reform, 62% said too many people were going to 
prison, costing taxpayers too much money, and 
75% said it was time to reinstate parole for 
non-violent offenders.  

 
The Virginia Prison Justice Network 
Newsletter  is published by the Coalition for 
Justice. PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063. 
The Network is made up of organizations 
committed to creating much needed change in 
the carceral system and in the lives of prisoners 
and their families.  Get involved! 
 
https://vapjn.wordpress.com/ 
¡Ahora tenemos apoyo con el español para 
quejas o pregunta. 
 
Do you have a poem or thought you’d like 
published?  Send them to us! 
 
¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que te gustaría 
publicar? ¡Mándanoslas! 

 instead of rendering aid to mental health, drug 
addicts, and abused beyond repair citizens of 
America. We could do much better as a whole. 
Like rehabilitative places, centers, hospitals of 
recovering, and learning to live, not exist. We 
need love and must  rebuild, not abuse 
confinement, or restricted lives where we can 
never ever be able to work, vote, or make 
decisions for ourselves. It's time to go vote for 
prison reform.  Give offenders a chance to be 
better. Offer help inside that really help vs. 
harm us. So please families, tax payers, people 
who believe in second chances go vote for 
prison reform.  

 
Jailhouse Lawyers 

 
In 2011, there was a settlement agreement 
between the Virginia Department of Corrections 
and two civil rights organizations that publish 
the Jailhouse Lawyer’s Handbook (JLH) that 
resulted in the requirement that five copies of 
that publication be placed in each of the state’s 
prison libraries.   The JLH is jointly published 
by the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) and the 
Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR).  The 
settlement continued stating that  the DOC “will 
designate the NLG and CCR as legitimate 
sources from whom publications may be 
purchased or received, including gift 
publications, without prior approval, review, or 
determination of any kind by VDOC, its agents 
or employees.”  Jailhouse lawyers cannot 
represent another person in court, but they can 
offer advice, write motions or briefs, and do 
legal research on behalf of their fellow inmates. 
They might assist with post-conviction work, 
raise a claim for ineffective assistance of 
counsel during a criminal trial, pitch in on 
divorce or custody cases, or help someone 
object to prison conditions or push for necessary 
medical care.  They are not allowed to accept 
payment, which would open them up to 
criminal charges for unauthorized practice of 
law. But many are more than willing to help 
others anyway.  Do you have a question that a 
jailhouse lawyer might be able to answer?  If so, 
send your question and a stamp to the Coalition 
for Justice.  We can ask a growing network of 
JLs to help research the issues and answer 
questions.  This is an initiative of the Virginia 
Prisoner of Conscience. 

 
(Continuado de →)  

salario prevaleciente eliminaría la queja de los 
sindicatos laborales y de otros de que las tiendas 
de la prisión están subestimando los salarios. 
Ayudaría a los presos a enmendar sus crímenes, 
también, permitiéndoles pagar restitución a las 
víctimas, también les ayudaría a acumular 
algunos ahorros para que puedan reconstruir sus 
vidas cuando sean liberados.  ¡Si Se Puede!  La 
legislación se introdujo el año pasado pero falló. 
Vamos a presentarlo de nuevo. 

when presumed indirectly, 
There is guidance even with the presumption of 
a loose will. 
Free will is in accordance and is not capable  
of disobeying universal laws. 
So all operates within its bounds 
that give goals to all creation in existence. 
No obstacles or struggle from the use of a loose 
or free will is a hindrance as much as an actual 
assistance. 
So clearly not. Weary not. Fear not.  
Yet, hear, respond, reach, help. 
Value life’s simple moments for what we seek 
is who we are. 
Who we are, we shall accept.  
We shall accept that we must give. 
We must accept, we must give us - love. 

 
El Día del Trabajador 

 
Aproximadamente la mitad de todos los 
ciudadanos estadounidenses encarcelados 
trabajan tiempo completo mientras cumplen su 
sentencia y ellos no se encuentran en las 
encuestas laborales estándar, siendo una fuerza 
laboral considerable ya que trabajan 870,000 
presos. 
La idea original detrás del trabajo penitenciario 
era que las habilidades laborales ayudarían a las 
personas a reintegrarse a la sociedad. Sin 
embargo, la mayoría de los trabajos asignados a 
los presos no son trabajos de desarrollo de 
habilidades; siendo que estos consisten en 
trabajos de mantenimiento de la prisión. 
El salario promedio en las prisiones estatales es 
de 20 centavos por hora. En las prisiones 
federales, el salario promedio es de 31 centavos 
por hora. A pesar de que trabajan tiempo 
completo, los presos no se consideran 
empleados y no tienen el beneficio de las 
protecciones laborales básicas, como el salario 
mínimo, el permiso por enfermedad o el pago 
por horas extras. Aunque los presos están bajo 
la protección de la Administración de Seguridad 
y Salud (OSHA, por sus siglas en inglés), 
OSHA debe notificar a una prisión antes de una 
inspección.  
Los Estados Unidos tiene la tasa de 
encarcelamiento más alta del mundo. Si las 
prisiones de los Estados Unidos tuvieran que 
pagar a los presos el salario mínimo, no podrían 
seguir operando. Si les pagaran a trabajadores 
externos para que hicieran el trabajo que hacen 
los presos, los costos podrían aumentar de 30 a 
45 veces por los mismos servicios. Bajo los 
arreglos actuales, la industria penitenciaria 
ahorra cientos de millones de dólares cada año 
en costos laborales. Sin embargo, esos ahorros 
tienen un precio: sin una fuente de ingresos, las 
familias de los presos a menudo deben 
depender de los programas de seguridad social 
gubernamentales.  Pagarles a los presos un 
 (Continuo ←) 
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