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The Universal Rose 
By Rev. Eyvind Odinsson, Greensville 

 
The Universal Rose program was started in July 
2019 to prompt contemplation and provide an 
opportunity for readers to share the universal 
message of love, peace, and compassion.  The 
Universal Rose is a symbol of all these things 
and a tool to help break the tensions that arise 
from prejudice, racism, religion, gender, social 
status and biases against the disabled. The 
multicolored petals of the rose represents people 
from all walks of life with the flower itself 
representing the shared connection between all 
humans.  The stem represents the foundation 
that holds love and unity together.  If you would 
like to  learn more about the Universal Rose, 
please contact: 
Rev. Eyvind Odnisson #1210152 
Greensville Correctional Center 
901 Corrections Way 
Jarratt, VA  23870 

 
High Costs 

 
The price of medical care for Virginia’s 30,000 
inmates now accounts for one-fifth of all 
operating expenses for state prisons and is 
driven in part by an aging inmate population, a 
new report says.  The cost of inmate health care 
grew from roughly $140 million per year to 
more than $230 million in the decade that ended 
June 30, according to figures in the “Update on 
Inmate Health Care” report from the staff of the 
Virginia House Appropriations Committee. 
Fourteen percent of state prisoners are at least 
55 years old, up from 8.5% in 2012, the report 
found.  We need geriatric parole!

 
Good News 

 
Senate Democrats announced Committee Chairs 
for the 2020 legislative session.  For the  Senate 
Courts of Justice it’s Senator John Edwards 
(D-Roanoke). 

 
Second Chances 

By Nahom Tesfaye, Augusta 
 

Who are you to determine who's allowed 
another chance, another opportunity to prove 
themselves in a society  
where even the proven stumble?  
Are you the type to want to see me crumble 
Do you prefer a bashful type of individual or 
someone who remains humble? 
Think of someone in this world who is 

(continued on page 2) 

Autumn Songs  
By Robert Hylton, Lawrenceville 

 
Green leaves, they twist they turn 
they dance and yearn  
for summer songs as fall returns.  
From green to red, then yellow and brown -- 
from tree to tree their songs abound.  
Look up and see them wrestle!  
Hear the rustle-- 
the songs, the music- the melody-- 
the masterpiece from dancing leaves 
that sing to you and sing to me.  
Blow stormy seas, crash winsome waves, 
touch leaves that sway to baited breeze  
in light of dawn on angel wings  
that drift downward dancing daintily  
drizzling lazily landward  
so playfully they part with trees  
on breezy days. Amazingly,  
the songs they sang, the melodies  
of summers young. 
They end when symphonies of fall begin  
with green then red then orange and brown, 
leaves falling fluttering floating down  
to rustled songs as autumn songs 
bring fall around, bring fall to town 

 
Decriminalization Bill Pre-Filed 

 
Sen. Adam Ebbin (D) prefiled a bill  (SB2) on 
11/18 for the 2020 session that would 
decriminalize the possession of marijuana—a 
piece of reform legislation that stands a much 
better chance of passing after voters elected 
Democratic majorities in both chambers of the 
legislature earlier this month.  The proposal 
would make possession of up to one ounce of 
cannabis punishable by a maximum $50 civil 
penalty. Currently, simple possession carries 
up to a $500 fine and 30 days in jail. 
Decriminalization was among the campaign 
promises made by Gov. Ralph Northam (D), 
who also called for the policy change in his 
State of the State address in January, but 
reform efforts had stalled to date in the 
Republican-controlled legislature. 
The House Judiciary Committee has approved 
a bill on 11/20  that would decriminalize 
marijuana at the federal level. It  passed 24-10 
after more than two hours of debate. It now 
heads to the full House.  The bill would 
remove marijuana from the list of federally 
controlled substances, allow states to set their 
own marijuana policy and require federal 
courts to expunge prior convictions for 
marijuana offenses.  
 

(continúa en español en la página 2) 

Delegate Lindsey Prefilings 
 
On 11/19/2019 Delegate Joseph Lindsey 
introduced and prefiled several bills: 
HB 33:  Parole; exception to limitation on the 
application of parole statutes:  Provides that a 
person is entitled to parole if (i) such person was 
sentenced by a jury prior to the date of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia decision in Fishback 
v. Commonwealth, 260 Va. 104 (June 9, 2000), 
in which the Court held that a jury should be 
instructed on the fact that parole has been 
abolished, for a noncapital felony committed on 
or after the abolition of parole going into effect 
(on January 1, 1995) and (ii) the jury was not 
instructed on the abolition of parole. Introduced 
11/19 2019, Committee Referral Pending 
HB 31: Charges and convictions, certain; 
expungement:  Allows a person to petition for 
expungement of convictions and deferred 
disposition dismissals for marijuana possession, 
underage alcohol possession, and using a false 
ID to obtain alcohol when the offense occurred 
prior to the person's twenty-first birthday; all 
court costs, fines, and restitution have been 
satisfied; and five years have elapsed since the 
date of completion of all terms of sentencing and 
probation.  Introduced 11/19/2019 
HB 35: Juvenile offenders; parole. Provides that 
any person sentenced to a term of life 
imprisonment for a single felony offense or 
multiple felony offenses committed while that 
person was a juvenile and who has served at 
least 25 years of such sentence and any person 
who has active sentences that total more than 25 
years for a single felony offense or multiple 
felony offenses committed while that person was 
a juvenile and who has served at least 25 years 
of such sentences shall be eligible for parole. 
Introduced 11/19/201919 

( español) 
HB 35:  Elegibilidad Para Libertad 
Condicional/Provisional 
Ofenderos Juveniles: Libertad Condicional  
Proveer que cualquier persona sentenciada por 
vida por múltiples delitos cuando es juvenil y a 
servido por lo menos 25 años de esta sentencia y 
cualquier persona que tiene sentencias activas 
que en total son más de 25 años por un delito o 
múltiples que cometió cuando era juvenil y a 
servido un mínimo de 25 años de estas 
sentencias tiene elegibilidad para libertad 
condicional/provisional  
Introducido por el Delegado Lindsey el 
19/11/2019.  Contáctalo.... 
 
Contact Delegate Lindsey at Pocahontas 
Building, Room W225. 900 East Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

1 



 
a perfect human being 
Whoever you thought of, you're wrong 
We are imperfect and that's  
what makes us people 
Imperfect at decision making 
Imperfect at giving and taking 
Imperfect at loving and hating 
Imperfect at judgement of others 
You judge me based on how I look or 
how I speak 
I judge you because of the first time we met 
Little did I know my misjudgement made me 
turn my back to someone who could've been an 
ally but now is an enemy 
At first I hated 
you because you didn’t  know me. 
You knew what was told about me and now 
your opinion about me is jaded 
Admit it just because you hear about me thru 
someone's spite 
or a mistake was made when I was a child 
The benefit of doubt is gone and I'm no longer 
the person I really am  
but the person you perceive me to be. 
Not everyone is like that and I know now 
My eyes are open now let me greet you  
with open arms 
You want what's best for me not 
provide me more harm 
not kick me when I'm down but provide me  
with what I need to be strong 
Another chance is the furthest thing from wrong 
A mistake is a learning lesson 
We grow from mishaps and transgressions 
This second coming of opportunity is  
allowing a teaching of new lessons 
Oh what a blessing when forward progression 
 is the motive and delivered thru the message. 

 
On The Election Results 
By Jeremy Raymond, ROSP 

 
Hopefully by now everyone is aware that, for 
the first time in over 20 years, the Democrats 
have taken control of both houses within the 
Virginia legislature, so that means that the 
House of Delegates, the Senate, as well as the 
Governor's office, are now controlled by the 
democrats!!! Many of these newly elected 
lawmakers ran on a platform of criminal justice, 
and social reforms, everything from ending mass 
incarceration, to Fishback relief, to even 
bringing parole back, and we need to help them 
in anyway that we can. Over the next several 
issues, Coalition for Justice's newsletters are 
going to contain the names, titles, and contact 
information of these lawmakers, and we need to 
write to them and let them know that we support 
them, and tell them our stories of how 
were affected by these things that they've 
vowed to fight against, and those of us who are 
able to, need to have our families contact them 
as well. If change is going to happen, it's going 
to happen now, and it has to start with us, and 

(continued on page 3) 

Senador Adam Ebbin (D) ha pre-archivado un  
proyecto de ley el 18/11 para la sesión 
legislativa de 2020. Este proyecto de ley 
despenaliza la posesión de marihuana - una 
pieza de reforma legislativa que tiene una 
mucha mejor oportunidad de aprobarse 
después de que los votantes hayan elegido 
mayorías demócratas en ambos salas de 
audiencias en la legislatura anteriormente en 
este mes.  Esta propuesta haría que la posesión 
de hasta una onza de cannabis sancionable por 
una máxima sanción civil de $50. En este 
momento, la posesión simple de marihuana 
tiene una multa de hast $500 y hasta 30 días en 
la cárcel. La descriminalización estuvo entre 
las promesas de la campaña del gobernador 
Ralph Northam (D).  Además, él exigió el 
cambio de política en su Discurso del Estado 
del Estado en enero, pero hasta ahora los 
esfuerzos de reforma no han progresado en el 
congreso estatal controlado por los 
republicanos. 

 
Help for Veterans 

 
A bipartisan bill now before the U.S. Senate 
would provide grants and technical assistance 
to states like Virginia that have set up special 
courts that direct veterans facing certain 
criminal charges to court-supervised treatment 
programs instead of jail. The Veteran 
Treatment Court Coordination Act of 2019 was 
introduced by Rep. Charlie Crist, D–Fla., in 
January, and passed by a voice vote in the 
House of Representatives on Oct. 28. The bill, 
which is now before the U.S. Senate (S.2774), 
is co-sponsored by Sen. Tim Kaine, D–Va. It 
would “standardize data reporting methods,  
serve as a repository for resources, provide 
training to veterans court administrators, and 
serve as the Dept. of Justice’s subject matter 
experts on veterans courts issues.” 
Contact Senator Kaine to show your support: 
919 East Main Street Suite 970 
Richmond, VA 23219 

 
Newly Elected Democrat Delegates 

 
Clinton Jenkins beat delegate Chris Jones, the 
powerful  chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee.  His legislative 
priorities include: emphasis on rehabilitation 
over incarceration, reform sentencing 
guidelines and change mandatory-minimum 
laws, end the school-to-prison pipeline that too 
often labels our children as criminals for life 
and provide more resources for returning 
citizens to make it easier for them to 
reintegrate into society. 
Nancy Guy’s race will result in a recount 
called by Republican Chris Stolle. She 
supports decriminalizing marijuana saying that 
this issue is part of a broader one of jailing 
people for drug possession and use that leads 

(continued on page 3)  

 
Other Bills Prefiled (So far) 

 
Senator Adam Ebbin prefiled SB20  on 
11/20/2019.  It was referred to the Committee on 
Rehabilitation and Social Services: Requires the 
Board of Juvenile Justice, in collaboration with 
the Department of Behavioral Health and  
Developmental Services, to promulgate  
regulations governing the housing of youth who 
are detained in a juvenile correctional facility 
pursuant to a contract with the federal  
government and not committed to such juvenile 
correctional facility by a court of the 
Commonwealth. 
HB50; introduced 11/25/2019 by Delegate Mark 
Cole [R].  Expungement of police and court 
records; pardons. Allows a person to petition for 
the expungement of the police and court records 
relating to such person's conviction if he has 
been granted a simple pardon for the crime. 
Under current law, police and court records 
relating to convictions are only expunged if a 
person received an absolute pardon for a crime 
he did not commit. 

 
Delegate Jennifer Carrol-Foy 

 
From the Delegate’s twitter feed: 
“Over the last two years, I have proposed over a 
dozen criminal justice reform bills. Each year 
these bills were killed by the Republican  
controlled  Courts of Justice Committee.  I have 
sat through hearings where people have testified 
saying that the school-to-prison pipeline is a 
myth, despite the fact that an African American 
student is almost twice as likely to get referred to 
the police and the courts from school and 
 enter the school to prison pipeline. And I have 
heard committee members deny the existence of 
mass incarceration.  Make no mistake: this 
session is an opportunity to address one of the 
greatest civil rights challenges of our time: 
ending a system of mass incarceration that 
disproportionately harms African Americans. 
I look forward to unveiling my criminal justice 
reform agenda soon. This is the session to make 
real, bold change.”  Contact Delegate Foy to 
show your support: PO Box 5113, Woodbridge, 
VA 22194 

(español) 
Del Twitter de Delegate Jennifer Carroll-Foy 
 
Los pasados dos años, e propuesto más de 11 
proyectos de reforma sobre la justicia criminal. 
Cada año estas propuestas fueron negadas por 
los Republicanos en control de la comisión la 
corte de Justicia. Yo escuchado testimonios de 
varias personas decidido que la tubería de 
escuela-a-prisión es un mito, a pesar que un 
estudiante Africano-Americano tiene doble a 
probabilidad de ser referido por la escuela a la 
policía y corte y entrar a la tubería de  
escuela-a-prisión. También escuchado a personas  

(continúa en español en la página 3) 
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 we HAVE to be involved in this process, we 
can't sit back and wait for someone else to fight 
for our freedom, we need to fight too. Even if 
that fight is only a letter, a phone call, or an 
email, we NEED to get involved. Those of you 
who get these newsletters, share this information 
with your neighbors, with your friends, or just 
with anybody who wants it, but either way, we 
need to get this started now. We need to become 
more than just names and numbers to these 
people. Take a few minutes and write a letter, 
call your family and have them send an email, or 
make a phone call, but let's do something! 

 
Push to End the Death Penalty in VA 

 
With Democrats soon to be in control of the 
legislature, Virginians for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty are seeking an end to the death 
penalty in Virginia.  The group announced that 
13 Virginians who have lost a family member to 
homicide are asking the General Assembly to 
make Virginia the 22nd state to abolish the 
death penalty.   Contact Virginians for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty at:  P.O. Box 
12222, Richmond, VA  23241 

 
Consider Wisely 

 
Vaidya Gullapalli, senior legal counsel and 
curator of the Daily Appeal has spent several 
years as a human rights advocate, public 
defender, and journalist in the U.S. and India. 
Regarding VA, she says that gun control bills 
Democrats may consider “rely on further 
criminalization of gun possession.” She argues 
that they should consider alternative gun 
regulations that don’t further mass incarceration. 

 
Atención 

 
Si desea una traducción de algún artículo, 

escríbanos. Te lo enviaremos 
 

 
 
The Virginia Prison Justice Network 
Newsletter  is published by the Coalition for 
Justice. PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063. 
The Network is made up of organizations 
committed to creating much needed change in  
the carceral system and in the lives of prisoners 
and their families. https://vapjn.wordpress.com 
 
¡Ahora tenemos apoyo con el español para 
quejas o pregunta. 
 
Do you have a poem or thought you’d like 
published?  Send them to us! 
 
¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que te gustaría 
publicar? ¡Mándanoslas 

to overpopulation in our country’s jails, 
especially of people of color.  
Shelly Simonds won District 94.  She states 
she will be committed to promoting 
preventative criminal justice reforms so that 
fewer people end up in prison and more people 
get the help they need to stay out. She’ll work 
to reform mandatory minimum sentencing in 
Virginia to allow sentence modification for 
juveniles, and she will fight hard to increase 
funding for mental health and addiction 
services so that our prisons don’t serve as 
makeshift treatment centers. 
Joshua Cole won district 83.  He states that he 
wants to champion the idea that our criminal 
justice system is in desperate need of reform. 
But the folks in Richmond continue to fail to 
act to right the wrongs of our penal codes. The 
effects of this misapplication of justice on our 
diverse community have been far and wide, 
and it’s time for them to come to an end. 
Martha Mugler won District 91. Her 
positions on criminal justice reform positions 
have not been detailed. 
Suhas Subramanyam won District 87. He 
clerked for the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee & helped re-introduce the DREAM 
Act and  supports criminal justice reforms. 
Dan Helmer won District 40, positions on 
criminal justice reform issues not shown. 
Don Scott won District 80.  He founded his 
own law office in 2015  In 2017, Scott shared 
that he was convicted of federal drug charges 
in 1994 and spent seven years in prison. That 
experience inspired him to pursue public 
office.  
Alex Askew won District 85.  He advocates 
for restoration of voting rights and more 
equitable and fair sentencing. 
Rodney Willett won District 73 and has said 
he supports criminal justice reform. 
Sally Hudson won District 57.  She has stated 
that she supports a criminal justice overhaul. 
There are four newly elected Republicans. 
Positions on criminal justice reform unknown. 

 
New Democratic Senators 

 
Democrats picked up two Senate seats.. 
Ghazala Hashmi is  the first Muslim woman in 
the Senate. Democrat  Del. John Bell won a 
critical Senate race over (R)Geary Higgins.  

 
Hold Them To Their Words! 

 
Attorney General Mark Herring recently said 
that Virginia’s criminal justice system should 
reflect the Commonwealth and its diversity and 
called this a priority for Dems. Virginia is one 
of the nation’s least forgiving and most 
restrictive states for individuals who have 
earned the opportunity to have old convictions 
and charges expunged from their records. 
Change is long overdue. 

de la comisión denegar la existencia del 
encarcelamiento de las masas. No cometan un 
error: esta sección era una oportunidad para tener 
un discurso sobre una de las injusticias civiles 
más desafiantes de nuestro tiempo: eliminado un 
sistema de encarcelamientos de las masas que 
impacta a los Africanos-Americanos en 
desproporción. Espero revelar mi reformo para 
justicia criminal pronto. Esta es la session para 
hacer un cambio real y grande.  Comuníquese 
con Delegate Foy al: PO Box 5113, Woodbridge, 
VA 22194 

 
Letter: Prisoners Are Worthy Of 

Environmental Protection 
By Margaret Breslau 

(Published in the Roanoke Times 11/29/2019) 
 
Minority and low-income neighborhoods have 
always been disproportionately targeted by 
industries when deciding to locate hazardous 
waste sites primarily because they follow the 
path of least resistance. Poor people have far 
fewer resources and political clout, after all, so I 
am very glad that the people of Union Hill have 
organized to resist the pipeline compressor 
station. In a recent article, Jon Mueller, an 
attorney for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation said 
that "it is the responsibility of the board to 
protect the approximately 200 residents — 
mostly African Americans — who live near the 
compressor station site from harmful emissions 
and from "unequal treatment." He said many of 
the residents have pre-existing health conditions 
that could be exacerbated by emissions from the 
station."  But there is another, much larger, 
population that still does not have a voice in the 
environmental decisions that will affect their 
lives and health. Buckingham Correctional 
Center is 10.5 miles from Union Hill and houses 
1,100 prisoners. Dillwyn Correctional Center is 
11.2 miles from Union Hill and houses 1,106 
prisoners. There are also hundreds of staff 
working in these facilities. I just wish that, for 
once, prisoners would be viewed as worthy of 
environmental protection. They too have, or will 
have developed health conditions as prisons are a 
toxic environment in and of themselves, which 
will be exacerbated by emissions from the 
station. Also by including prison populations 
into the population factor, you can show even 
more risk. As somebody's son, father, partner or 
friend and, as residents of the state, their health 
should be considered as well. 

 
Seasons Greetings and may 2020 bring much needed 

change! 
¡Feliz Año y esperando el cambio en 2020! 
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