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When prisoners write to our prison justice 
committee, they often ask why we do this 
work.  The Coalition was founded in 1981 
in response to the Contra Wars in Nicara-
gua. At the time, Nicaragua was under the 
tyrannical control of US-backed dictator 
Anastasio Somoza. The country was in 
crisis as the devastating inequities in land 
ownership meant that poor peasant families 
had little to no access to healthcare, educa-
tional and agricultural services.  

People organised, rose up, and put the San-
dinistas in power in 1979 and they immedi-
ately put reforms in place for the poor and 
disenfranchised. A covert war was launched 
under the Reagan administratin in response 
pitting the US-backed Contras against 

the Sandinistas. Thousands of Americans 
across our country came out against 
this covert war.   Many people, including 
several Coalition members, made the trip 
to Nicaragua in peace delegations and our 
organization is rooted in non-violence.   A 
peace treaty ended the horrific violence in 
1989 but the consequences of the conflict 
can still be felt today both in Nicaragua and 
in the US.  

In 1986, the United States Senate Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations began investigating 
drug trafficking from Central and South 
America and the Caribbean to the United 
States. The investigation was conducted by 
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Recidivism in Virginia: A Closer Look
“At a glance, prison populations have declined 
in half of the states. Coupled with headlines that 
the U.S. incarceration rate continues to fall, this 
trend has given rise to claims of early victories. 
But when one digs deeper, exploring the complex 
relationship between local jails and state prisons, 
it becomes clear that true reform has been more 
elusive. In some counties, reductions to prison 
populations are offset by increases in the jail 
population. Elsewhere, more people are sent to 
prison while fewer are sent to jail. The biggest 
surprise of all may be that progress toward 
decarceration has actually eluded many states 
where success has long seemed apparent—only 
the largest cities are sending fewer to prison and 
jail, while smaller cities and towns continue on 
a path of more and more incarceration. These 
insights were made possible through the Vera 
Institute of Justice’s work weaving together over 
40 years’ worth of prison and jail data in order 
to produce tools and knowledge to help drive 
change for communities across America. 

The aim of this report is not to throw cold water 
on reform, but rather to add fuel to the fire. 
Ultimately, the United States cannot unwind 
mass incarceration if reformers remain fixated 
on state-level trends and solutions. The numbers 
show that ending mass incarceration requires 
reform everywhere: in states and in counties, 
in prisons and in jails. But the legacy of mass 
incarceration is not one of only datasets and 
policy. The damage wrought by its decades-long 
rise cannot be measured solely in prison and 
jail statistics. As incarceration ballooned, there 

was a concurrent shift toward more punitive 
conditions of confinement, as policymakers and 
courts prioritized measures meant to ensure 
institutional safety over the dignity and rights 
of incarcerated people. These harms rippled past 
prison walls into the families and communities 
left behind, and in collateral consequences that 
accompanied people returning from prison or 
jail. Such intergenerational impact is hard to 
quantify, and harder still to undo. Reducing the 
number of people behind bars is only the first of 
many steps to counter the systemic harm of mass 
incarceration. But it is an important step.”

For example, Virginia has only experienced a 4 
percent growth in prison admissions since 2000, 
but admissions from rural areas and smaller cit-
ies have increased substantially (56 percent and 
34 percent, respectively) at the same time that 
admissions in urban areas have been decreasing. 
These disparate dynamics create an apparent 
plateau in prison admissions when examined at 
the state level.  Many jurisdictions have enacted 
reforms designed to drive down prison or jail 
populations. In isolation, these decarcerative 
reforms may be functioning as designed. But 
without a look at the full picture, including both 
recent prison admissions and the sentenced jail 
population, it is impossible to tell whether a 
jurisdiction is truly incarcerating fewer people, 
or whether it is merely shifting populations 
between prison and jail custody—a kind of in-
carceration shell game—without an appreciable 
drop in overall incarceration.

(continued on page 2)

News from  RIHD  (Resource, 
Information, Help for the Disad-

vantaged & Disenfranchised)
Yes, Fishback will be reintroduced legisla-
tively during the 2019 General Assembly.   
In addition to legislation, RIHD is  work-
ing toward acquiring the Governor’s help 
to remedy to Fishback/jury trials. Addi-
tional information forth coming.

RIHD is working on Sentence guideline 
(appeal) Provision F legislative sponsor. 
RIHD would like Delegate Charmaine 
Herring to sponsor bill after successfully 
getting HB1055 Sentence Guideline Judi-
cial Oversight passed this year. If you have 
supporters that reside in her Northern VA 
district contact RIHD asap:

RIHD
P.O. Box 55
Highland Springs, Virginia 23075  
Call: (804) 426-4426

NEW Email: rihd23075@gmail.com

Upcoming Event  
Hosted by ACLU VA

“Women in the Criminal Justice System: 
Pathways to Incarceration”

Saturday, September 8, 2 - 4 p.m.

J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College
Lipman Auditorium
1651 E Parham Road
Richmond, VA 23228

Are you in need of a prayer rug?
If you are an incarcerated Muslim and in 
need of a prayer rug, please contact us.



the Sub-Committee on Terrorism, Narcot-
ics, and International Operations, chaired 
by Senator John Kerry, so its final 1989 
report was known as the Kerry Committee 
report. The Report concluded that “it is 
clear that individuals who provided support 
for the Contras were involved in drug traf-
ficking, the supply network of the Contras 
was used by drug trafficking organizations, 
and elements of the Contras themselves 
knowingly received financial and material 
assistance from drug traffickers.”  

The War on Drugs started with President 
Richard Nixon in the 1970’s but  ten years 

therefore, connected to the work we do now 
with prison reform and prison justice issues.  
We work for legislative change as many 
criminal justice policies have contributed 
to endemic hopelessness and dysfunctional 
and criminal behavior and have proven to 
be very ineffective.   Legislators, as well as 
the public, have come to understand this 
and seek reform.  There are daily stories in 
the media dealing with these issues. We also 
have always understood the heartbreaking 
impact on communities that are plagued 
with violence, poverty, and hopelessness - 
be it in Nicaragua or the US.  We must all 
work together for change.

later, during the Reagan administration 
and during the Contra War, the effort was 
strengthened.   The state and federal prison 
population grew from 218,466 in 1974 to 
1,508,636 in 2014, which is a nearly 600 
percent increase. For comparison, the overall 
United States population has increased just 51 
percent since 1974.  “A lot of people attribute 
the increase in incarceration to the war on 
drugs,” said Nancy La Vigne, director of 
the Urban Institute’s Justice Policy Center. 
“While it’s much more complicated than that, 
I suppose most would agree that it was the 
single biggest driver.”  

The work the Coalition did in the 1980s is, 
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Criminal Justice Reform in Virginia
The Virginia General Assembly will   convene 
on January 9, 2019. These are the bills that con-
tinued (are not dead) into the 2019 session.  This 
does not mean that all of the other bills related to 
criminal justice reform have disappeared.  Those 
bills have to be brought up again (see article on 
Page 1).

SB 93 Parole, eligibility  
for; at liberty between offenses.

Introduced by: Scott A. Surovell (Senate 
Patron). Kaye Kory (House Patron)

Eligibility for parole; at liberty between offenses. 
Provides that a person convicted of three sepa-
rate felony offenses of murder, rape, or robbery 
by the presenting of firearms or other deadly 
weapon, or any combination of such offenses, 
shall be eligible for parole unless that person was 
at liberty between the three convictions and used 
a weapon during the commission of each offense. 
Under current law, such a person convicted of 
three separate felony offenses is ineligible for pa-
role regardless of liberty status between offenses 
and the use of a weapon during the commission 
of each offense.  

This bill Continued to 2019 in Rehabilitation 
and Social Services Committee (14-Y 0-N)

YEAS--Reeves, Hanger, Wagner, Locke, Black, 
Favola, Wexton, Chafin, Cosgrove, Surovell, 
DeSteph, McPike, Spruill, Mason--14.
NAYS--0.

Families, friends, and supporters should contact 
Senator Surovell and give him your support for 
this bill:

Pocahontas Building, Room E617
900 East Main Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219
(804) 698-7536

email: district36@senate.virginia.gov

SB 167 Discovery in  
criminal cases; duty to provide.

Introduced by: William M. Stanley, Jr. 
(Senator sponsor), Senator J. Chapman 

Petersen  (Co-Sponsor), Senator Scott Surovell 
(Co-Sponsor)

Requires the attorney for the Commonwealth, 
upon written notice by an accused to the court 
and to the attorney for the Commonwealth, 
to permit the accused to inspect and copy or 
photograph (i) any relevant written or recorded 
statements or confessions made by the accused 
and the substance of any oral statements or con-
fessions made by the accused to any law-enforce-
ment officer; (ii) any relevant written reports of 
autopsies, ballistic tests, fingerprint analyses, 
handwriting analyses, blood, urine, and breath 
tests, and other scientific reports and written 
reports of a physical or mental examination of 
the accused or the alleged victim; (iii) any books, 
papers, documents, tangible objects, buildings, 
or places, or copies or portions thereof, that are 
within the possession, custody, or control of the 
Commonwealth; (iv) any relevant police reports, 
as defined in the bill; and (v) all relevant state-
ments, as defined in the bill, of any non-expert 
witness whom the Commonwealth is required to 
designate on a witness list. 

The bill also provides that if the accused files a 
written notice the accused shall (a) permit the 
Commonwealth to inspect, copy, or photograph 
any written reports of autopsy examinations, 
ballistic tests, fingerprint, blood, urine, and 
breath analyses, and other scientific tests that 
are within the possession, custody, or control of 
the accused and that the accused intends to in-
troduce in evidence at the trial or sentencing; (b) 
disclose whether he intends to introduce evidence 
to establish an alibi; (c) if he intends to rely upon 
a defense of insanity, permit the Commonwealth 
to inspect, copy, or photograph any written 

reports of physical or mental examination of 
the accused made in connection with the case; 
and (d) disclose all relevant statements of any 
non-expert witness, other than the defendant, 
whom the defense is required to designate on a 
witness list. The bill provides that for good cause 
a party may withhold or redact certain infor-
mation from such disclosures and the opposing 
party may file a motion to compel disclosure or 
to remove any restriction. The accused’s duty to 
provide discovery shall be in addition to any duty 
to provide reciprocal discovery pursuant to Rule 
3A:11 of the Rules of Supreme Court of Virginia.  

Family members, friends, and supporters should 
contact Senator Stanley and let him know you 
support this bill:

Pocahontas Building, Room E610
900 East Main Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219
(804) 698-7520

email: district20@senate.virginia.gov

SB 777 Post-conviction relief;  
previously admitted scientific evidence.
Introduced by Senator William Stanley.

On 03/02/18   this bill continued to 2019 in 
Courts of Justice by voice vote

Provides that a person who was convicted of 
certain offenses, upon a plea of not guilty or an 
Alford plea, or who was adjudicated delinquent 
upon a plea of not guilty or an Alford plea, by 
a circuit court of an offense that would be such 
offense if committed by an adult, may petition 
the Court of Appeals to have his conviction 
vacated. The petition shall allege (i) that the 
petitioner did not commit the covered offense 
for which the petitioner was convicted or 
adjudicated delinquent, nor engage in conduct 
that would support a conviction for a lesser 

(continued on page 3)
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offense or any other crime arising from, or rea-
sonably connected to, the facts supporting the 
indictment or information upon which he was 
convicted or adjudicated delinquent; (ii) an exact 
description of the forensic scientific evidence 
and its relevance in demonstrating that the pe-
titioner did not commit the covered offense; (iii) 
specific facts indicating that relevant forensic 
scientific evidence was not available at the time 
of the petitioner’s conviction or adjudication of 
delinquency through the exercise of reasonable 
due diligence by the petitioner or that discredited 
forensic scientific evidence was presented at the 
petitioner’s conviction or adjudication of delin-
quency; and (iv) that had the forensic scientific 
evidence been presented at conviction or adjudi-
cation of delinquency, the petitioner would not 
have been convicted or adjudicated delinquent. 
The bill provides that if the court finds by clear 
and convincing evidence that the petitioner has 
proven all of the required allegations contained 
in the petition, the court may grant the petition 
and vacate the petitioner’s conviction, subject to 

retrial in the discretion of the Commonwealth. 

The provisions of the bill become effective July 
1, 2019, and expire July 1, 2023.  

Contact Senator Stanley if you have questions or 
comments:

13508 Booker T. Washington Hwy.
Moneta, Virginia 24121

SJ 65 Solitary confinement;  
Department of Corrections to study.

Introduced by: Senator David W. Marsden

On 02/09/18 it was decided to continue this bill 
into 2019 to the Rules Committee

This bill requests the Department of Correc-
tions, in consultation with the Department of 
Criminal Justice Services, to study the use of 
solitary confinement, including segregation 
and other forms of solitary confinement, by the 
Department of Corrections.

Anyone that has gone through any form of 
solitary confinement should contact Senator 
Marsden to thank him for his work.   Family 

members, advocates, and friends should contact:

Senator Marsden
P.O. Box 10889

Burke, Virginia 22009

SB 886 Law-enforcement  
officers; psychological examination

Introduced by Senator Charles W. Carrico, Sr.

On 01/22/18   the Senate voted to have this bill 
continued to 2019 in Courts of Justice.

Requires as a minimum qualification for 
employment as a law-enforcement officer that, 
subsequent to a conditional offer of employment, 
all prospective law-enforcement officers undergo 
a psychological examination conducted by (i) a 
licensed physician and surgeon or (ii) a licensed 
psychologist. The bill sets out the necessary 
educational and professional qualifications for 
such examiners.  

Contact:  Senator Carrico
P.O. Box 396

Richmond, Virginia 23218

(“Reform” continued from page 2)

Black History
“History, Labor, Life: The Prints of Jacob Law-
rence” opened at the Moss Center in Blacksburg, 
VA on August 24th.  One of the most important 
American artists of the 20th century, Jacob 
Lawrence (1917-2000) is widely known for his 
modernist depictions of everyday life as well as 
epic narratives of African-American history.  
Community life, work, struggle, and emancipa-
tion are vividly represented in these works along-
side chronicles of the past, providing insight into 
the social, economic, and political realities that 
continue to impact and shape contemporary 
society today. 

Leslie King Hammond,  Graduate Dean Emerita 
and the Founding Director of the new Center for 
Race and Culture at MICA (Maryland Institute 
of Culture and Art) spoke at the art opening 
and afterwards I had a chance to speak to her 
on behalf of all those incarcerated in Virginia to 
let her know how we appreciate the work Jacob 
Lawrence, who through his art, gave voice those 
who struggled in the fields, the shops, and in pris-
ons.  He always wrote captions for his work so 
that every piece was also an education.  In 1941, 
Lawrence painted “One Way Ticket”, which only 
shows us the men’s backs, but their street attire 
indicates that they have recently been arrested. 
The men stand in for the thousands of African 
American men who were capriciously arrested.  
Lawrence’s caption reads:  “Another of the social 
causes of the migrants’ leaving was that at times 

they did not feel safe, or it was not the best thing 
to be found on the streets late at night. They 
were arrested on the slightest provocation.”  The 
Great Migration series is a group of paintings 
which depicts the migration of African Amer-
icans to the northern United States from the 
South that began in the 1910s.  Thank you Dr. 

Hammond for an inspiring gallery talk on behalf 
of all those warehoused in Virginia Prisons.






