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Chanting “Help, Not De@th” and “Justice 
And Reformation,” over 500 marchers de-
manded more answers from the Richmond 
Police Department on the fatal police shooting 
of 24-year-old Marcus-David Peters.  The ral-
ly and march for justice was held in Richmond 
on June 2.

The ralliers began the approximately mile-
long march at the Siegel Center at Virginia 
Commonwealth University, from where 
Peters, a high school biology teacher, gradu-
ated with honors in 2016. On May 14, Peters 
was unarmed, naked and behaving in a way 
that clearly indicated a crisis, was certainly 
out of control but not hostile.  He had been 
rolling around on Interstate 95, dancing and 
making snow angels, after sideswiping three 
other cars before driving into a grove of trees.  
Richmond police officer Michael Nyantakyi, 
initially responded to the situation by ap-
proaching Peters with a drawn handgun.  In 
body-cam video later released by the Police 
Department, Officer Nyantakyi is heard tell-
ing his dispatcher, “Male seems to be mentally 
unstable as we speak.”  But it was only when 
Peters later saw the officer pointing a Taser at 
him that he became aggressive and verbally 
threatened the officer.  Nyantakyi responded 
by shooting Peters with the Taser, which 
malfunctioned, and then shot Peters twice in 
the abdomen, fatally wounding him.

Peters’ family and their supporters say more 
could have been done to help Marcus.  In an 
NBC 12 article on the shooting, Marcus’ sister 
Princess Blanding said, “Death cannot be the 
answer. I can’t change it, but I won’t accept 
it.  It was clearly notated as the officer got out 
of his car that he was dealing with a mental 
health patient, and to make death the outcome 

is not justified.”

Political, advocacy and faith groups repre-
sented include the Second Baptist Church, 
West End; Southerners on New Ground; 
Community Unity in Action; Leaders of the 
New South; New Virginia Majority; and the 
Virginia Defenders for Freedom, Justice & 
Equality, a founding member of the Virginia 
Prison Justice Network.

The participants and sponsors demands are : 

• Public release of details of the police 
department’s crisis intervention training 
and an assessment of the training’s 
effectiveness by outside experts. 

• Creation of a “Marcus Alert” developed 
around a non-police crisis management 
team of mental health professionals to 
respond when a person is in a mental 
health crisis. Police trained in nonlethal 
methods to subdue an unarmed person 
would be available on stand-by to assist. 

• Immediate termination of the employment 
of the police officer who shot Peters 
and for the investigation to be turned 
over to the commonwealth’s attorney. 

• A “sincere, non-judgmental, non-de-
fensive” apology from Police Chief 
Alfred Durham to Peters’ family. 

• Enactment of a democratically elected ci-
vilian review board with subpoena power. 

• Durham and Mayor Levar Stoney to 
attend a community meeting held by the 
community, for the community, to discuss 
the Richmond Police Department’s poli-
cies, procedures and accountability.

Support Marcus Peters!
Changes at Sussex I and Sussex II

The wardens at both Sussex I and Sussex 
II have been replaced.  Tracy Ray, the 
warden at Sussex II, has been replaced 
by Beth Cabell, previously the warden at 
St. Brides Correctional Center in Ches-
apeake.  The new warden at Sussex I is 
Israel Hamilton, previously the warden 
at Haynesville Correctional Center in 
Richmond County. Both changes seem to 
have occurred within the last week.

Meanwhile, the VAPJN requested a 
meeting with A. David Robinson, Chief 
of Corrections Operations who is the 
second highest official in the DOC, to 
discuss the Sussex II human rights peti-
tion and the ongoing conditions there.  
On May 22, VAPJN members Lynetta 
Thompson and Phil Wilayto met at DOC 
headquarters with Robinson; Eastern 
Regional Office Operations Chief 
Jamilla Burney-Divens; the sub-director 
of that office who oversees Sussex II; and 
the heads of the DOC legal services and 
communications departments. 

Thompson is the State Adviser for Youth 
and College Division of the Virginia 
State Conference NAACP. Phil Wilayto 
is editor of The Virginia Defender news-
paper. Both are cleared to speak at Vir-
ginia prisons and together have spoken 
a half-dozen times at prisoner-organized 
events at Augusta and Buckingham cor-
rectional centers.

Robinson and Burney-Divens pledged to 
look into the issues raised by the Sussex 
II prisoners and to be in touch with the 
two VAPJN representatives about their 
investigation. The two VAPJN represen-
tatives left the meeting feeling cautiously 
optimistic that the officials had seriously 
listened to the prisoners’ grievances.

Notes from the Richmond  
Speak Out for Justice: 

On Saturday, May 19, the Richmond Or-
ganizing Committee of the Virginia Prison 
Justice Network (VAPJN) hosted the “Rich-
mond Speak-Out for Prison Justice” from 1 
to 3:30 pm at Second Baptist Church, 1400 
Idlewood Ave. in the Randolph neighbor-
hood.
 
Titled “Confronting Justice: One Story at 
a Time,” the Speak-Out was an opportu-

nity for prisoners, former prisoners, family 
members, supporters and advocates to tell 
their stories and inform the public about the 
realities of life in Virginia prisons. The event 
was livestreamed on Facebook and will be 
posted on the VAPJN website.

One of the key issues discussed was Vir-
ginia’s use of solitary confinement. Among 
those addressing this issue was David Smith, 
who spent more than 16 months in solitary 
confinement in the Norfolk City Jail. Mr. 
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More than 7 million people nationwide may 
have had their driver’s licenses suspended for 
failure to pay court or administrative debt, a 
practice that advocates say unfairly punishes 
the poor, a Washington Post analysis found. 
About 10 percent of that total involved 
residents of Virginia, Maryland and the 
District.

The total number nationwide could be much 
higher based on the population of states that 
did not or could not provide data. At least 
41 states and the District suspend or revoke 
driver’s licenses after drivers fail to pay traf-
fic tickets or appear in court to respond to 
such tickets.

Driver’s license suspensions were criticized 
by anti-poverty advocates after a 2015 feder-
al investigation, focused on Ferguson, Mo., 
revealed that law enforcement used fines 
to raise revenue for state and local govern-
ments. Suspensions can keep unsafe drivers 
off the road but also can prevent people 
who haven’t committed serious crimes from 
working, getting their children to school and 
getting out of debt, according to advocates 
for the poor.  

Martin Kumer, superintendent of the 
Albemarle County Regional Jail in Charlot-
tesville, wondered what charges were driving 
up the jail population years ago after it be-
came overcrowded. Driving on a suspended 
license was one of the top charges inmates 
faced. “We couldn’t believe it,” he said. “We 
thought there must be some mistake. It was 
right up there with drugs and breaking and 
entering.”      License suspensions stemming 
from court debt have caught the eye of jail 
administrators.

Concerned that inmates could never escape 
debts, Kumer set up a program in which 

offenders cleared to work outside the jail 
could pick up trash and have $7.25 per 
hour credited toward their court debts. The 
program resulted in more than $500,000 of 
court debt paid off in three years. 

Martize Tolbert, a Charlottesville man 
recently released from prison, lost his license 
in 2007 after being incarcerated for drug 
and weapons charges. He was released in 
July 2016 and got his license back last year 
after delays stemming from about $10,000 in 
court debt and interest that accrued while he 
was behind bars, he said.

“I was already in debt, and my license was 
suspended when I got out,” he said.

Tolbert has had a number of jobs since his 
release, most recently working as a carpet 
cleaner earning $12 per hour. He got his 
license back after the Fountain Fund, a non-
profit microlender that aims to improve the 
lives of former inmates returning to society, 
lent him about $3,000 at 5 percent interest.
Even with help, Tolbert said the path to 
getting his license was an “uphill climb.” A 
38-year-old man with a 6-year-old son, he 
had to hold down a job while retaking his 
driving test and paying off his court debt.
“It’s hard to get out of the trouble you’re in,” 
he said.

Note:  Delegate Jennifer Carroll Foy recently 
stated, “I’m serious about criminal justice 
reform. My HB446 would have reduced the 
penalty for driving on a suspended license 
due to failure to pay court fees to a small 
fine. Today it’s a punishable up to 12 months 
in jail. VA version of debtors’ prison.”   
This bill was left in the Courts of Justice in 
February 2018.  Let’s fight to make this bill 
a reality.

May 19, 2018.  Washington Post.  “More than 7 million people 
may have lost driver’s licenses because of traffic debt” -- what 

it means to the formerly incarcerated (an excerpt)

Smith spoke about his experience at a recent 
press conference hosted by the ACLU of 
Virginia and other advocacy organizations.  
Demands for justice and police accountability 
in light of the Marcus-David Peters shooting 
were also discussed.  Peters was the young 
black man who was shot and killed by Rich-
mond police even though it was clear that he 
was undergoing a serious mental health crisis.

Over 100 people attended the Speak Out to 

amplify the issues that need remedy in Virgin-
ia’s criminal justice system.  

Among the speakers to make opening remarks 
was Lillie “Ms. K” Branch-Kennedy, the found-
er of RIHD (Resource, Information, Help for 
the Disadvantaged & Disenfranchised).  Pastor 
James Henry Harris from Second Baptist 
Church (West End) gave the closing remarks 
and announced that the church would hold 
a meeting to further address the issue of the 
shooting death of Mr. Peters as well.

The Speak Out was endorsed by the ACLU 
of Virginia, Coalition for Justice, Com-
munity Unity in Action, House of Dreams 
Outreach & ReEntry (Hampton), Interfaith 
Action for Human Rights, Mary G. Brown 
Transitional Center, RIHD, RISE, VAPOC 
(Virginia Prisoner of Conscience) and the 
Virginia Defenders for Freedom, Justice & 
Equality.  

(“Notes” continued from page 1)
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POR:JESÚS GARCÍA 31 MAYO 2018
 
Las solicitudes se recibirán a partir del 31 
de mayo hasta el 30 de septiembre ...

A partir de hoy y hasta el 30 de septiembre, 
la oficina de Servicios de Ciudadanía e 
Inmigración (USCIS) recibirá peticiones 
para 15,000 visas H-2B para trabajadores 
extranjeros temporales no destinados 
a labores agrícolas.    Los interesados 
podrán presentar su petición a través de 
la forma  I-129  o Forma de Trabajador 
No Inmigrante, indicó la autoridad en un 
comunicado, donde señaló que los poten-
ciales empleados deberán integrar también 
la forma ETA9142-B-CAA-2, que es bási-
camente una declaración para empleadores 
que buscan ayuda de “no inmigrantes”.

El 25 de mayo, la secretario de Seguridad 
Nacional, Kirstjen Nielsen, anunció la 
disponibilidad de esos permisos extra en 
EEUU para el año fiscal 2018, al recon-

ocer que “no había suficientes empleados 
estadounidenses calificados las necesidades 
de las empresas” en el país.

“Las limitaciones de las visas H-2B original-
mente estaban destinadas a proteger a los 
trabajadores estadounidenses, pero cuando 
entramos en una situación en la que el 
programa perjudica involuntariamente a las 
empresas estadounidenses, necesitamos una 
reforma”, apuntó Nielsen sobre la decisión, 
que fue consultada con el Secretario del 
Trabajo, Alexander Acosta, miembros del 
Congreso y dueños de negocios.

El programa al que se suman las 15,000 
visas, otorgaba 66,000 permisos anualmente 
y aunque es el Congreso el que establece ese 
número anual, en esta ocasión delegó la au-
toridad a la secretaria Nielsen, quien debió 
impulsar una nueva regla -publicada este 31 
de mayo- para la ejecución del plan.

El presidente Donald Trump ha reconocido 

“USCIS abre convocatoria para otorgar 15,000 visas para trabajadores extranjeros”    
que la situación laboral en EEUU requiere 
de la ayuda de mano de obra extranjera, 
como lo hizo en un mitin en Cleveland.

“Y necesitamos personas que entren a 
nuestro país”, dijo Trump. “Ya sabes, 
con un 3.9% de desempleo, necesitamos 
personas que vengan”.

Esa fue la primera vez que el presidente 
Trump reconoció que la inmigracion 
es necesaria para el crecimiento de los 
EEUU, pero luego matizó: “Les diré esto: 
queremos que las personas entren a nues-
tro país por mérito’”, retomando aquella 
idea que surgió cuando apoyó el plan de 
lossenadores republicanos Tom Cotton y 
David Perdue.

Speak out for Prison Justice 
- Roanoke  

(Saturday, June 23)   

Spread the word on the inside and the out-
side!  If you are incarcerated and would like 
to submit a statement on prison reform to 
be read, please send it to:    justicebburg@
gmail.com.  If you are a family member or 
advocate and would like to come, we wel-
come your voices!   If you wish to speak, 
plan for 2-3 minutes in length to allow for 
as many statements as possible.

Published by the Coalition for Justice for 
the Virginia Prison Justice Network:   

justicebburg@gmail.com






