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A Red 0nion State Pr1son inmate was placed back into solitary 
confinement Thursday night, just hours after his mother appeared 
at an ACLU news conference in Richmond to criticize the practice.

The ACLU of Virginia is asking that the Virginia Department of 
Corrections immediately take the inmate, Kevin D. Snodgrass Jr., 
out of solitary confinement, or “temporary detention,” and trans-
fer him to another pr1son.

“Our concern is heightened in part because phone calls we have 
made to Red 0nion this afternoon about scheduling a confidential 
attorney-client phone call with Mr. Snodgrass have not been 
returned,” wrote Claire Gastañaga, the executive director of the 
ACLU of Virginia, to Harold W. Clarke, director of the Virginia 
Department of Corrections.

Snodgrass’ mother, Kimberly Jenkins-Snodgrass, said her son 
called her from the Wise County pr1son about 11 p.m. Thursday 
and told her he had been taken from his cell, which he shares with 
another inmate, after he was wrongly blamed for a disturbance 
made by an inmate in an adjacent cell.

“He believes it was retaliation” for a favorable development in 
a court case he filed and possibly her appearance at the ACLU 
news conference Thursday, Jenkins-Snodgrass said. She said her 
son told her that “one guard, later, made a reference to the ACLU 
report and said, ‘Your mama working with them.’” “I could hear 
the fear in his voice,” she said.

Asked about Snodgrass and his mother’s allegations, a spokeswom-
an for the Department of Corrections said in an email Friday that 
the department does not comment on inmate behavioral records or 
incidents they may have been involved in.

The department maintains that it does not use solitary confine-
ment. The spokeswoman, Lisa Kinney, wrote: “Offenders are 
moved from general population to restrictive housing or general 
detention — which has to be reviewed within 72 hours — if they 
pose an immediate threat to the safety of inmates and/or staff.

“Examples of things that will get a person moved include threaten-
ing staff and destroying property, assault, physically fighting with 
another inmate or inmates, gang activity, trafficking drugs in the 
facility, threatening to harm someone, starting a fire in your cell,” 
Kinney wrote.

Snodgrass, 36, is serving a sentence of 49 years and three months 
for first-degree murder and firearms and drug convictions in Prince 
William and Stafford counties. His mother said he was released 
from solitary confinement in September after four years.
“According to information we have received,” Gastañaga wrote, 
“Mr. Snodgrass was in the cell he currently shares with another 

person when the individual housed in the next cell kicked on the 
door to that next-door cell.

“We have been told that correctional officers entered Mr. Sno-
dgrass’ cell claiming that he was the person kicking his cell door 
[and] asserting risibly that he was trying to escape.”

She also wrote that the ACLU was told that officers “threw Mr. 
Snodgrass against a wall, injuring his eye, and broke his TV and 
the charger to his MP3 player, and that Mr. Snodgrass was shack-
led and moved from his shared cell to a single cell with only his 
underwear and bed clothes.

“It has also been reported to us that, during the incident, the 
correctional officers involved referred to his mother’s participation 
in a press conference that morning (the morning of May 10) an-
nouncing the publication of the ACLU of Virginia’s report on the 
use of solitary confinement in Virginia correctional facilities and 
threatened him with long-term solitary confinement,” Gastañaga 
wrote.

Gastañaga added that it appeared the incident was part of a pattern 
of retaliatory conduct by Red 0nion employees against Snodgrass 
because of his exercise of his First Amendment rights to file griev-
ances and petition the courts “for redress of the unconstitutional 
conditions of his confinement.”

The letter points out that a hearing has been scheduled in federal 
court in July in a claim filed by Snodgrass for earlier alleged re-
taliatory action against Snodgrass at Red 0nion. The ACLU letter 
also asked, among other things, that an independent investigation 
of Thursday’s incident be conducted and that the department take 
all reasonable action to preserve evidence in the matter.

Jenkins-Snodgrass, the vice chairwoman of the Interfaith Action 
for Human Rights, spoke at the ACLU news conference Thurs-
day morning, urging that the use of solitary confinement by the 
Virginia Department of Corrections be greatly curbed. “I’m just a 
little bit concerned for Kevin because he did four years in solitary 
confinement. ... I believe he suffers from PTSD,” she said.

The Department of Corrections has said it does not use solitary 
confinement and that the closest thing it has to it is long- and 
short-term restricted housing in which offenders have out-of-cell 
recreation and classes, as well as access to reading material and 
telephones.

Jenkins-Snodgrass said Friday: “A lot was said that solitary con-
finement don’t exist. For them to put him in solitary confinement 
after they said they don’t have it and then to be so arrogant to do 
it to an inmate whose mother has been out there in the forefront ... 
the only way we’re going to break this down is to bring it to light.”
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The Virginia State Crime Commission is a criminal justice agen-
cy established in the legislative branch of government. The purpose 
of the Commission is to study, report, and make recommendations 
on all areas of public safety and protection.  In doing so, they try to 
figure out the causes of crime and recommend ways to reduce and 
prevent it, and explore and recommend methods of rehabilitation 
of convicted criminals.The meetings provide a way for the public to 
voice their opinions and concerns on the themes listed below.  

Note:    The Virginia State Crime Commission conducts crime 
research and is not a law enforcement agency.   They do make rec-
ommendations on legislation affecting crimes, crime control, and 
criminal procedure.

Commission meeting dates and planned topics for each meeting:

Thursday, October 11th at 10:00 a.m.
• Fingerprinting of Defendants
• Sexual Exploitation/Sex Trafficking in Virginia (large compre-

hensive review; includes HB 962 and HB 984)

Thursday, November 8th at 1:00 p.m.
• Pretrial Process (ongoing comprehensive study with expanded 

scope to examine what occurs during the time period prior to a 
defendant’s criminal trial)

Monday, December 3rd at 10:00 a.m.
2018 Legislative Package (all study items)
Status Report on DNA Notification Project

All meetings will be held in the Shared Conference Committee 
Room of the Pocahontas Building, 900 East Main Street, Richmond, 
Virginia, 23219.

All of these Commission meetings are open to the public.  

Public comment will be taken at the October and November meet-
ings. If you are unable to attend these meetings in person, you may 
submit written comments to vsccinfo@vscc.virginia.gov, via fax to 
804-786-7872, or via mail to our office:  Crime Commission,  Pat-
rick Henry Building, 1111 East Broad Street, Suite B036, Richmond, 
Virginia 23219 

Check the website http://vscc.virginia.gov for changes or updates.

May 14, 2018 

WASHINGTON (CBS19 NEWS) -- Several members of the U.S. 
Senate, including Tim Kaine, has co-sponsored a bill to reform 
prison sentencing rules.

The legislation, called the Sentencing Reform and Corrections 
Act, would narrow the scope of mandatory minimum prison 
sentences for nonviolent drug offenders, target violent and 
career criminals, and save taxpayer dollars.

According to a release, it would permit more judicial discretion 
at sentencing for offenders with minimal criminal histories and 
help inmates successfully re-enter society while also tightening 
penalties for violent criminals and preserving prosecutorial 
tools for law enforcement.

“Our country has found its way into a position where we are 
over-incarcerating our young men and women without taking 
a look at every single individual case, exploding out U.S. prison 
population and undermining faith in our criminal justice sys-
tem,” said Kaine. “We have to find a way to balance protecting 
our communities while ensuring mandatory minimums don’t 
unfairly punish non-violent drug offenders who could be offered 
successful re-entry opportunities.”

The Sentencing Reform and Corrections Act would reduce the 
enhanced penalties for certain nonviolent repeat drug offenders 
and eliminate the three-strike mandatory life provision.
It would also increase judicial discretion when sentencing cer-
tain nonviolent offenders giving them the chance for a sentence 
below the mandatory minimum when deemed appropriate and 
safe for the community.

The provisions in the bill would apply retroactively, allowing 
certain nonviolent offenders to petition for a review of their 
sentences to address inequities in drug sentences, and it would 
reform enhanced mandatory minimums and sentenced for 
firearm offenses.

The bill would also create a mandatory minimum for interstate 
domestic violence violations and create a new mandatory en-
hancement for trafficking fentanyl-laced heroin.

The release adds this legislation would create a new mandatory 
minimum for providing weapons and other defense materials 
to prohibited counties, and establish a recidivism reduction 
program to facilitate successful re-entry of federal inmates, 
including work and education programs and allowing graduates 
of the program to earn early release.

The legislation is being co-sponsored by 28 members of the 
Senate. 

Crime Commission 2018 Meeting Schedule 
and Studies

Bill to reform mandatory prison 
sentencing rules introduced
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SAMANTHA MICHAELS, MAY. 7, 2018 6:10 PM, Mother Jones.

A pair of bipartisan lawmakers in the House introduced a revamped 
version of a bill today to reform the federal prison system, handing 
some concessions to progressive groups that for weeks have argued 
the bill is not comprehensive enough.

The Prison Reform and Redemption Act, sponsored by Reps. Doug 
Collins (R-Ga.) and Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) and supported by 
Jared Kushner, was reintroduced as the First Step Act. The House 
Judiciary Committee is reportedly scheduled to mark up the legisla-
tion on Wednesday.

The bill attempts to encourage more inmates to participate in reha-
bilitative programs like vocational training, to help them find jobs 
after their release. President Donald Trump’s son-in-law, who also 
serves as a White House senior adviser, has tried to rally support 
for the measure, but many Democrats and progressive groups have 
opposed it because it does not include sentencing reform.

Though the new version of the bill does not address this concern, 
it includes several changes that could make it more palatable for 
progressives. The draft legislation includes new language to clarify 
that inmates can earn up to 54 days each year of good-time credits, 
allowing them to reduce the length of their sentences. Currently, the 
Bureau of Prisons caps these credits for inmates at 47 days per year.
Progressive groups were still reviewing the revamped legislation on 
Monday and disagreed over its potential effects. 

Jessica Jackson Sloan, the national director of #cut50, a criminal 
justice reform group co-founded by commentator Van Jones, argued 
that the change to good-time credits would be applied retroactively, 
allowing thousands of inmates to leave prison immediately. “At this 
point the bill has improved so greatly and represents such a meaning-

ful change for those inside, that Van Jones, #cut50 and others have 
decided to support the bill,” Jackson Sloan wrote in an email. 

But a spokeswoman for the American Civil Liberties Union  cau-
tioned that she saw no language in the bill that would allow this 
change in good-time credits to be applied retroactively. Kara Gotsch, 
director of strategic initiatives at the Sentencing Project, another 
criminal justice reform group, agreed. She said her organization 
would support retroactivity if it were to be included, but she warned 
that such a measure would be strongly opposed by Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions, who has pushed back against sentencing reforms that 
would allow inmates to leave prison sooner. 

The legislation also gives inmates a chance to rack up another type 
of credit, called earned-time credit, if they participate in rehabilita-
tive programs, allowing them to spend more time in a halfway house 
or home confinement at the end of their sentence. Compared with 
previous versions of the bill, the First Step Act could allow a bigger 
group of inmates to cash in on these credits, though Gotsch cautions 
that Bureau of Prison officials would still have discretion over the 
number of high-risk offenders who are included in this group.

She adds that the latest bill does not adequately address other 
concerns, including that halfway houses likely won’t have space to 
accommodate the inmates who accrue more earned-time credit. 

Progressive groups also point out that while the legislation encour-
ages more prisoners to participate in rehabilitative programs, the 
Bureau of Prisons is struggling with a staggering wait list for the 
programs it currently offers. And many facilities don’t have enough 
staffers to run additional programs: Wardens regularly require teach-
ers at federal prisons to postpone or cancel their classes so they can 
fill shifts for correctional guards in the housing units.

Jared Kushner’s Prison Reform Bill Just Got Slightly Less Bad:
A new version was just introduced
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