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STATEWIDE NETWORK RALLIES 
HUNDREDS IN VIRGINIA (an 
excerpt) 
By Phil Wilayto 
Braving temperatures just above freezing 
and dire forecasts of a life-threatening 
winter storm, more than 200 people rallied 
Jan. 12 at the Virginia State Capitol to 
demand justice for the state’s prisoners and 
changes in its criminal justice system. 
It was the second year in a row that the 
Virginia Prison Justice Network had 
organized a rally to draw public attention 
to issues in the state’s prisons and the need 
for criminal justice reform.  
While last year’s rally featured 
representatives from advocacy 
organizations, this year’s focused on the 
voices of prisoners themselves, with 
co-chairs Lynetta Thompson and Joseph 
Rogers of VAPJN-Richmond reading 
statements sent in from prisons across the 
state. Half the statements were from 
women, who make up the fastest growing 
segment of the state’s prisoners.  One 
woman described having to choose 
between feeding her children or breaking 
the law. Another woman, who asked to 
remain anonymous, wrote about how she 
wound up in prison as a result of 
postpartum depression. 
Several men wrote how, while still 
teenagers, they got drunk or high and 
committed crimes that resulted in 
decades-long sentences, with no chance of 
earning an early release because Virginia is 
one of 16 states that have abolished parole. 
Prisoners wrote to plead for more re-entry 
programs and better health care.  Henrietta 
Trotter was there to read a statement from 
her godson, doing 18 years into a 
life-plus-38-year sentence after being 
framed by a crooked cop now doing time 
for extorting defendants. 
 
The next steps:  
VAPJN affiliates RIHD and Bridging the  
Gap Virginia, along with the Virginia 
ACLU, are keeping people informed about 
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BILLS TO FOLLOW IN THE 2019 
VIRGINIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

by Lillie Branch-Kennedy, RIHD 

“HB” means this is a bill that is introduced 
in the House of Delegates. “SB” means a 
bill that is introduced in the Senate. To 
become law, a bill must be passed in both 
the House and the Senate and then signed 
into law by the governor. We can 
promote these bills by contacting our 
legislators and expressing our support and 
by showing up at General Assembly 
committee meetings where the bills are 
discussed. To help with this effort, please 
contact the Virginia Prison Justice Network 
and RIHD. Together, we can win!  There 
are links to the bills so people on the 
outside can see the bills in their entirety. 

SOLITARY CONFINEMENT REFORM: 

HB 1642 Solitary confinement; data 
collection and reporting, Department of 
Corrections to submit report. 

SB 1140 Solitary confinement; data 
collection and reporting, Department of 
Corrections to submit report. 

REINSTATE PAROLE STUDY: 

HJ 644 Study; JLARC; Directs the Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review Commission 
(JLARC) to study the reinstatement of 
discretionary parole, which was abolished 
in 1995. 

FISHBACK/JURY TRIALS PAROLE: 

HB 1689 Parole; exception to the limitation 
on the application of parole statutes. 

SB 1437 Parole; exception to limitation on 
the application of parole statutes; 
investigations and reports 

JUVENILES PAROLE: 

HB 1745 Juvenile offenders; eligibility for 
parole. 

SB 1053 Juvenile offenders; eligibility for 
parole. 

SB 1081 Juvenile offenders; sentencing, 
geriatric parole. 

Liberan de Texas, Ramsey es libre 
enero 9, 2019 
El activista por los derechos de los 
hispanos y pionero político Ramsey Muñiz, 
sentenciado a cadena perpetua sin libertad 
condicional por cargos de drogas en 1994, 
ha sido excarcelado tras años de esfuerzos 
de familiares y partidarios por ponerlo en 
libertad. 
Muñiz, de 75 años, fue liberado del Centro 
Médico Federal en Lexington, Kentucky, el 
10 de diciembre, dijo la Agencia Federal de 
Prisiones. Su abogado, Dick DeGuerin de 
Houston, indicó que el excandidato a 
gobernador por el partido La Raza Unida 
está delicado de salud y pasa sus días en 
cama o en silla de ruedas. 
DeGuerin dijo que la cadena perpetua era 
obligatoria bajo la ley federal porque la 
condena de 1994 era su tercera. Su 
liberación fue por motivos humanitarios 
bajo supervisión federal. 
“Desde luego, estará en casa con su esposa, 
pero también significa que el sistema 
penitenciario estaba cansado de perder 
dinero” al atenderlo, dijo DeGuerin. 
Muñiz era abogado y administrador del 
Programa de Ciudades Modelo de Waco 
cuando el naciente partido La Raza Unida 
le pidió que se postulara en 1972 y 1974 
contra el demócrata Dolph Briscoe, en ese 
entonces en el cargo. La Raza Unida 
buscaba una mayor autodeterminación 
económica, social y política para los 
estadounidenses de origen mexicano en el 
estado. 
Briscoe fue reelegido con 55% de los 
votos, y Muñiz obtuvo poco más de 6%. 
Aunque en los sondeos de 1974 Muñiz 
recibía menos de 6% de los sufragios frente 
al 61% de Briscoe, se consideró suficiente 
para decidir futuras elecciones cerradas 
entre los republicanos y los demócratas. 
“Como que despertó al gigante dormido en 
Texas de la fuerza potencial que tenían los 
votantes hispanos”, dijo DeGuerin, e indicó 
creer que esa fortaleza hizo que Muñiz 
fuera percibido como una amenaza al orden 
establecido. 
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http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=191&typ=bil&val=Hb1642
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=191&typ=bil&val=Sb1140
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HJ644
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=191&typ=bil&val=Hb1689
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=191&typ=bil&val=Sb1437
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HB1745
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1053
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1081


 
General Assembly committee meetings 
that need to be packed with reform 
supporters. Discussions also are taking 
place about holding more local town 
hall-type meetings, called Prison Justice 
Speak-Outs, along with efforts to 
strengthen the network’s infrastructure. 
 
SOLIDARITY 
The day’s watch word was Solidarity. 
When rally organizers learned that an 
important Richmond Women’s March and 
Expo was being planned for the same day, 
they contacted the organizers and moved 
the rally’s starting time so people could 
attend both events, promoted the women’s  
actions along with their own and joined the 
morning march. For their part, the expo 
organizers invited the network to have a 
table at the expo, invited longtime prisoner 
rights advocate Janet “Queen Nzinga” 
Taylor to speak at the expo rally and urged 
people at that event to also show up at the 
prison justice rally. 
VAPJN’s THREE  MAJOR FOCUSES: 
Prisoners - Posting updates on the status of 
criminal justice reform legislation; 
publishing the monthly newsletter; and 
publishing a blog of prisoners' writings. 
The Coalition for Justice does this and, 
along with other Network partners, 
responds to letters from prisoners and takes 
action on grievances.  
Legislative - Promoting and sometimes 
creating state bills dealing with prison and 
criminal justice reform; and mobilizing 
people to attend committee meetings held 
by the state legislature. This work is led by 
RIHD and Bridging the Gap Virginia, 
along with the state ACLU. 
Organizing - Local public meetings, 
rallies, and the now-annual Prison Justice 
Rally, organized by the Virginia 
Defenders. 
With national interest in prison and 
criminal justice issues on the rise, 
especially with the recent bipartisan efforts 
on sentencing reform, the time is ripe for 
an intensified campaign here in Virginia. 
A video of the rally can be seen at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbcTu
WzIaWQ. 
Phil Wilayto is editor of The Virginia 
Defender and was lead organizer for the 
Jan. 12 Prison Justice rally. He can be 
reached at DefendersFJE@hotmail.com 

 

VOTING/RESTORATION Of RIGHTS 

HB 1800 Voting information for persons 
incarcerated in local correctional facilities. 

SJ 261 Constitutional amendment (first 
resolution); qualifications of voters and the 
right to vote. 

SJ 262 Constitutional amendment; 
qualifications of voters and the right to vote 

COURT FEES EXPUNGEMENT & 
COMMUNITY SERVICE: 

HB 1651 Clifford Hayes: Grand larceny; 
threshold. Increases from $500 to $750. 

HB1665 Court-established community 
service programs; community service work 
in lieu of payment of fine,etc. 

HB 1782 Court-established community 
service programs; community service work 
in lieu of payment of fine or costs. 

HB 1799 Interest on fines and costs in 
criminal cases and traffic infractions. 
Eliminates the accrual of interest on any 
fine or costs imposed in a criminal case or 
in a case involving a traffic infraction.  

HB 1861 Expungement of police and court 
records; misdemeanor and nonviolent 
felony convictions. 

 
An Excerpt from an essay on Sentencing 
by MarQui Clardy Sr. 
The U.S.'s overuse of incarceration can't 
even be justified by the crime rate, which 
has remained stable at low levels 
throughout the 2000s. Yet, incarceration 
rates continue climbing! Proponents of 
“tough on crime” policies such as 
Truth-in-Sentencing , three-strikes, and 
mandatory sentencing have maintained that 
the low crime rate is a direct result of 
increased use of incarceration. Their flawed 
logic is that less crimes are being 
committed because more of the criminals 
who would otherwise be committing them 
are behind bars and thus incapacitated. I 
say this logic is flawed because criminal 
inclination is not a biological trait that 
exists only in some individuals and never 
in others (i.e., sickle cell anemia). If it were 
then the logic of separating the carriers of 
this “crime trait” from society to lessen or 
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Fue arrestado en 1976 y acusado de 
conspirar para traficar 3.000 kilos (6.500 
libras) de marih…  desde México. Después 
de huir a ese país y ser recapturado, 
cumplió con una condena de cinco años en 
una penitenciaría federal, lo que destruyó al 
partido La Raza Unida como fuerza política 
en Texas. 
Tras ser liberado trabajó como asistente 
legal, pero en 1982 no disputó los cargos 
de posesión de cocaína, lo cual lo obligó a 
ser encarcelado dos años más. Había vuelto 
a ser asistente legal cuando lo arrestaron 
otra vez en Dallas en 1994. 
Desde entonces sus partidarios han estado 
haciendo campaña para que sea liberado, e 
incluso le solicitaron al presidente Barack 
Obama que lo indultara. 
 

 
Six Boxes of Files Found Related to 
Mumia (an excerpt) 
NPR, January 10, 2019 
Days after Christmas, Philadelphia District 
Attorney Larry Krasner and some of his 
assistants went rummaging around an 
out-of-the-way storage room in the office 
looking for some pieces of furniture. What 
they stumbled upon was surprising: six 
boxes stuffed of files connected to the case 
of Mumia Abu-Jamal. He and his 
supporters have long maintained his 
innocence. 
Five of the six boxes were marked 
"McCann," a reference to the former head 
of the office's homicide unit, Ed McCann. 
It is unknown what exactly the files say and 
whether or not the box's contents will shed 
new light on a case that for decades has 
garnered worldwide attention. 
But in a letter to the judge presiding over 
Abu-Jamal's case, Assistant District 
Attorney Tracey Kavanagh wrote "nothing 
in the Commonwealth's database showed 
the existence of these six boxes," she said. 
"We are in the process of reviewing these 
boxes." 
The surprise discovery comes just weeks 
after a Philadelphia judge reinstated 
appeals rights to Abu-Jamal, saying the 
former radio journalist and activist should 
get another chance to reargue his case in 
front of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
due to a conflict-of-interest one of the 
justices had at the time Abu-Jamal's 
petition was denied. 
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http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=191&typ=bil&val=Hb1800
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=191&typ=bil&val=Sj261
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Women Impacted by Incarceration, 
Inside and Out: Engines of Change 
From the V-Day Spotlight Campaign 
Women who are incarcerated are largely 
invisible and ignored, both when they are 
"on the inside" and when they are released. 
Yet, in fact, they have always been and are 
rapidly growing as a force for change. 
Women are planners, dreamers, survivors, 
creators, mothers, community holders, 
program developers, organizers, writers, 
artists, entrepreneurs and more... 
Paradigms that only focus on the role of 
women as victims tend to render women 
passive; they focus on a woman's 
weaknesses or limitations rather than on 
her strengths. Women-during incarceration 
and women when they return home-can be 
critical agents of their own change. They 
can inspire and help other women to 
change; they can tackle the social problems 
that they confront inside the prison, and 
upon going home, they can help change the 
structural conditions that reinforce the 
pipelines to prison. During incarceration, 
women help each other survive, teach 
classes in parenting, build peer 
organizations, advocate for decent health 
care, and create and lead reentry programs 
that prepare women to return. 
And women who return home are 
continuing the work they began in prison, 
with many playing roles in the social 
service sector helping peers during re-entry 
to meet their basic survival, family and 
growth needs. Formerly incarcerated 
women are creating housing support, 
writing books, and providing health care. 
They are also advocates and teachers, 
bringing the reality of mass incarceration 
and its casualties into the academic world 
and striving for policy change; creating 
organizations that focus on the 
empowerment of formerly incarcerated 
women and men, and their families. 
During their years on the inside, many 
women received an education and learned 
how to get things done--they want their 
lives to have meaning, they want to be part 
of making change. The leadership and 
vision of women both incarcerated and 
home is playing a central role in the 
growing movement to end mass 
incarceration. 
 

 eliminate crime would be sound. But 
criminal inclination clearly isn't unique to 
any individual or group of individuals, 
which is why mass incarceration is not the 
answer to crime control. Researchers have 
spent decades studying the relationship 
between crime and incarceration, and the 
criminal justice policies that link the two. 
The overwhelming majority have outright 
debunked the theory that the growth in 
incarceration is primarily responsible for 
the reduction in crime. In fact, the study of 
the changes in crime and incarceration in 
all 50 states yielded no consistent 
relationship between the rates aw which 
incarceration increased and crime 
decreased. Some states that increased 
incarceration by high percentages actually 
experienced smaller drops in crime than 
states that increased incarceration by lower 
percentages. Take Texas and New York, 
for example. In one year, Texas increased 
its incarceration rate by 144% and 
experienced a 25% decline in crime. New 
York, on the other hand, increased its 
incarceration by only 24% and experienced 
a 43% drop in crime. Similar 
inconsistencies occurred in most other 
states throughout the years. Between 1991 
and 1998, the states that increased their use 
of incarceration at rates lower than the 
national average saw bigger declines in 
their crime rates than the states that 
increased their use of incarceration at rates 
higher than the national average. It is clear 
that those “tough on crime” policies meant 
to reduce crime by increasing incarceration 
have not been successful. As the National 
Academy of Sciences has noted, 
“[M]andatory minimum sentences and 
three-strikes laws have little or no effect on 
crime rates [and only] result in the 
imposition of sentences that are unjustly 
severe. The Virginia Department of 
Corrections conducted its own study, after 
which it concluded that 
Truth-in-Sentencing has had “no significant 
impact” on crime and recidivism rates.  
 
Noe:  We will publish more of Mr. Clardy’s 
essay as space permits. 

  

 

 
 

 
Civil Rights museum apologizes... 
January 14, 2019 
The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute 
today issued an apology for its handling of 
the withdrawal of its top award for 
renowned activist and professor Angela 
Davis due to her support of Palestine. 
“Each member of the Board of the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute deeply 
regrets the impact that the handling of the 
Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth Human 
Rights Award has had on Dr. Angela 
Davis, the City of Birmingham, and many 
others who have been impacted by our 
handling of the award,” the board said in a 
public statement. “We are sorry.” 
The apology comes after Birmingham 
Mayor Randal Woodfin chastised the board 
last week. 
However, the institute stopped short of 
saying it would give the award back to 
Davis. 
Palestinian human rights groups quickly 
responded to the BCRI's apology, saying it 
didn't go far enough and urged the 
organisation to honour its initial decision to 
give Davis the award. 
“If the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute is 
serious about fixing this, the only 
meaningful first step would be to reinstate 
Angela Davis' award,” said Palestine Legal, 
a US-based legal group that defends the 
rights of US citizens to speak out on 
Palestine-related issues. 
Jewish Voice for Peace, a group that also 
defends Palestinian rights, also called on 
the BCRI to reinstate the award. 
Davis's "legacy on human rights is 
incomparable", the group wrote on Twitter. 
"No one could possibly be more 
deserving." 

 
The Virginia Prison Justice Network 
Newsletter is published by the Coalition for 
Justice. 
PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063 
Members of the Network are made up of 
organizations committed to creating much 
needed change in the carceral system and 
in the lives of prisoners and their families. 
Get involved!  
¡Ahora tenemos apoyo con el español para 
quejas o preguntas! 
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http://lis.virginia.gov/191/mbr/MBR.HTM
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/stop-the-unfair-sentencing-trap-in-va

