
 
 

 
VIRGINIA PRISON JUSTICE NETWORK NEWSLETTER 

Issue #35  April1,  2020 

 

New Member of the Virginia Prison 
Justice Network 

Welcome our latest Network member!  The 
Virginia Capital Case Clearinghouse is a law 
school legal aid clinic providing free 
representation before the Virginia Parole Board 
to a limited number of “old-law” prisoners who 
are eligible for discretionary parole. The 
Clearinghouse is comprised of eight third-year 
Washington & Lee law students and led by 
Professor David I. Bruck.  For more 
information, please contact:  vc3@wlu.edu 
Or write to them at:  VC3, Sydney Lewis 
Hall, Lexington, VA 24450 

 
Mi experiencia 

por Elder Guzman-Rodriguez, PSCC 
 

Esto es de un criminal latino.   Como criminal 
en este lugar ha sido muy dificil en algunas 
ocasiones, y a que no cuentan con la presencia 
de un oficial que habla español.  Estoy 
agradecido con todo los criminales latinos que 
estan de acuerdo en la necesidad de otro presos 
que pueda interpretar.  Estamos agradecidos con 
la administración que permite los traductores 
para asistirnos. 

 
Bills Signed By the Governor Into Law 

 
HB 35 Juvenile offenders; eligibility for 
parole. Provides that any person sentenced to a 
term of life imprisonment for a single felony 
offense or multiple felony offenses committed 
while that person was a juvenile and who has 
served at least 20 years of such sentence and 
any person who has active sentences that total 
more than 20 years for a single felony offense or 
multiple felony offenses committed while that 
person was a juvenile and who has served at 
least 20 years of such sentences shall be eligible 
for parole.  
HB 61 Adults sentenced for juvenile offenses; 
good conduct credit.  An adult sentenced for a 
juvenile offense can earn good conduct credit at 
the rate of one day for each one day served, 
including all days served while confined in jail 
or secured detention prior to conviction and 
sentencing, in which the adult has not violated 
the written rules and regulations of the jail. 
HB 100 Voir Dire Examination (2020) 
Approved by Governor  (effective 7/1/20) 
Allows the court and counsel for either party in 
a criminal case to (i) ask potential jurors any 
relevant question to ascertain whether the juror 
can sit impartially in either the guilt or 
sentencing phase of the case and (ii) inform any 
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Atención:  
Si desea una traducción de algún artículo, 
escríbanos. Te lo enviaremos. 
Si no está recibiendo información de COVID19 
en español o tiene preguntas, contáctenos. 

 
Coronavirus and Vulnerable Prisoners 

 
SB 493 Geriatric Parole bill failed.  However, 
on 3/22/202 Brian Moran, speaking at press 
conference with the Governor, said that they 
are looking into expediting parole for the most 
vulnerable: geriatric inmates as well as those 
with serious, chronic  health concerns. Having 
a home plan in place and health care plan 
(Medicaid) and not being a security threat 
would factor into any decision to release and 
parole would be addressed on an individual 
basis.  A decision has not been made yet, 
however.  No updates yet. 
Also, low level offenders who do not present a 
threat, will be granted electronic monitoring 
instead of jail placement to make space in the 
jails for anyone who might have coronavirus to 
be quarantined there. Moran said one employee 
with the Department of Juvenile Justice 
recently tested negative for coronavirus.  

Why a Modified Lockdown? 
VADOC facilities have moved to modified 
lockdown “in order to minimize contact 
between groups of offenders from different 
buildings.” Minimizing contact is good as 
large groups put more people at risk 
Lockdowns are never good but large groups 
right now are worse.  The smaller, the better. 

Coronavirus and Ventilation 
Info from  NYC HVAC Board:,“the spread of 
coronaviruses from person-to-person over long 
distances, such as through HVAC systems, has 
not been shown.” 

Coronavirus & Mail/Packages 
It is believed safe to handle and receive mail 
and packages and there is no evidence 
COVID-19 is being spread through the mail, 
according to the World Health Organization 
and the Centers for Disease Control. 

Soap is Best 
CDC recommends handwashing with soap and 
water whenever possible because it  reduces the 
amounts of all types of germs and chemicals on 
hands.  Soap decreases the surface tension of 
the skin, and the physical entity of the 
contamination is removed. Once you have 
removed (these viruses) from the place they 
want to be, you’ve changed their living 
conditions by exposing them to the soap. They 
don’t like soap. It ruins their cell membrane 
and kills them. Hand sanitizer is not as  
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 How is  Coronavirus Spread? 
 

It is a droplet spread virus passed from person to 
person.  Cough or sneeze droplets can land in 
the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or 
possibly be inhaled into the lungs. This is the 
reason for having cell mates sleep with their 
heads on opposite sides so that if someone does 
sneeze or cough, they are not doing it in your 
direction.  In prison, you can’t stay 6 ft. apart to 
avoid cough/.sneeze droplet transmission.  This 
is why handwashing and NOT touching your 
face is so important.  To be safe, WASH your 
hands and don’t touch your face if you haven’t 
washed your hands. Touching the mucous 
membranes on your face with your dirty hands 
allows germs that cause respiratory infections to 
enter the body through eyes, nose, and mouth. 
Respiratory infections can be spread by direct 
contact with bacteria, viruses, and other 
disease-causing germs. When we touch people 
who are sick, or touch dirty surfaces, we 
contaminate our hands with germs. We can then 
infect ourselves with those germs by touching 
our face.  Skin to skin contact can pass the virus. 
So WASH HANDS  often --  for 20 seconds, the 
time it takes to sing the Happy Birthday song 
twice.  Wash back of hands, thumbs, in between 
fingers, side of hands, and fingertips. No contact 
sports, daps, sharing personal items etc. please. 

Coughing and Sneezing 
 There are many reasons people cough and 
sneeze:  allergies, cough, flu, or just to clear the 
throat or because there is dust in the air.  Don’t 
assume that everyone who has a cough or 
sneezes has coronavirus. Cough or sneeze into a 
tissue and then dispose of the tissue 
immediately.  If you do not have a tissue, cough 
into your arm or sleeve. NEVER cough/sneeze 
without covering your mouth. If you do, use 
your hand and then wash your hands right away. 
Tissues are best because otherwise you would 
have to clean the clothes that you sneezed into 
or your arm.  Articles of clothing can hold 
respiratory droplets, and these particles can dry 
out over time and inactivate the virus. Hot water 
laundry washing kills the virus.  Change your 
clothes and wash them any time others have 
touched them or you have been in large group 
gatherings,  Wash the clothes that you sneezed 
into.  

High Touch Surfaces 
The virus is spread through human transmission 
 but it is a good idea to disinfect hard surfaces 
that are shared and high touch surfaces (tray  
slots, doors, toilets, sinks etc.).  As stated above, 
if you touch a surface that may be contaminated, 
wash your hands each time.  It may be possible 
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potential juror as to the potential range of 
punishments to ascertain if the person or juror 
can sit impartially in the sentencing phase of the 
case. 
HB 277 Payments of court fines and costs; 
community work in lieu of payment; during 
imprisonment  Allows courts to provide an 
option to any person upon whom a fine and 
costs have been imposed to discharge all or part 
of the fine or costs by earning credits for the 
performance of community service work during 
imprisonment. Under current law, credit may be 
earned only for the performance of community 
service work completed before or after 
imprisonment.  Some text of the bill: 
C. The court shall establish a program and may 
provide an option to any person upon whom a 
fine and costs have been imposed to discharge 
all or part of the fine or costs by earning credits 
for the performance of community service work 
(i) before or after imprisonment or (ii) in 
accordance with the provisions of § 19.2-316.4, 
53.1-59, 53.1-60, 53.1-128, 53.1-129, or 
53.1-131 during imprisonment. The program 
shall specify the rate at which credits are earned 
and provide for the manner of applying earned 
credits against the fine or costs. The court 
assessing the fine or costs against a person shall 
inform such person of the availability of earning 
credit toward discharge of the fine or costs 
through the performance of community service 
work under this program and provide such 
person with written notice of terms and 
conditions of this program. The court shall have 
such other authority as is reasonably necessary 
for or incidental to carrying out this program. 
For more information, contact the Patron of 
the bill:  Delegate Marcia Price, P.O. Box 196 
Newport News, Virginia 23607 
HB 1100 State Inspector General; powers 
and duties  Sponsored by Delegate Betsy Carr 
[D] Requires State Inspector General; powers 
and duties. Requires the State Inspector General 
to establish procedures governing the intake and 
investigation of complaints alleging fraud, 
waste, abuse, or corruption by a state agency or 
nonstate agency or by any officer or employee 
of a state agency or nonstate agency.  

 
Thank a Prisoner 

VCE, the VADOC’s manufacturing division, 
has been manufacturing sneeze/cough shield 
masks for VADOC staff and offenders. VCE is 
also manufacturing cleaning supplies approved 
by the EPA for use in facilities etc. VCE is  
working to manufacture sneeze/cough shields 
for staff and offenders at VADOC facilities.  
These sneeze/cough shields are being 
manufactured at four different VCE plants. 
These are not medical grade masks. They will 
be distributed to VADOC facilities asap. (Note 
from CFJ:  Can we pay prisoners a fair wage for 
their invaluable work?!) Disposable face masks, 
like the ones VCE are making, block large  
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effective as soap,  Use only when soap and 
water are not available. 

Recovery Time 
Using available preliminary data, the median 
time from onset to clinical recovery for mild 
cases is approximately 2 weeks and  3-6 weeks 
for patients with severe or critical disease 

Can You Get It Again? 
Researchers think that if you encountered the  
novel coronavirus a 2nd time, at least in the 
short-term, you’d  be unlikely to suffer a lethal 
infection. It isn't a guarantee that you won't feel 
any symptoms.  You may get a cough or a mild 
fever, but you’d be unlikely to die. 

Glove Shortages 
There is a glove shortage in our country. 
Nonetheless, DOC requires that anyone 
dispensing pill bottles must wear gloves.  Staff 
do not touch the meds, it goes into a bottle 
from a dispensing system.  If staff is not 
wearing gloves, let us know.  In a 3/25 call 
with the Deputy Secretary of Public Safety and 
Homeland Security, the issue was raised. We 
have reported violations of this issue to DOC. 

Virginia Statistics 3/26/2020 
Number of People Tested: 6,189 
Positive Cases:  460 
Number of People Hospitalized: 65 
Number of COVID-19-Linked Deaths: 13 
(Most over age 70 with underlying issues) 
Most patients have mild to moderate symptoms 
and recover and do not need to be hospitalized. 
However, in a small proportion of patients, 
COVID-19 can lead to more severe illness, 
including death, particularly among those who 
are older or those who have chronic medical 
conditions.  

CDC Stats in US 3/26/2020 
68,440 Tested, confirmed positive 
Majority of infections are mild (with flu-like  
symptoms) and can recover without 
hospitalization. 
994 Deaths 
In the US, 80% of deaths associated with 
COVID-19 were among adults aged ≥65 years 
with the highest percentage of severe outcomes 
among persons aged ≥85 years. 

 
SOME Pending Bills, Passed House and 

Senate, Waiting for Governor’s Signature 
Governor's Action Deadline April 11, 2020 
 
HB 33 Fishback;  Provides that a person is 
eligible to be considered for parole if (i) such 
person was sentenced by a jury prior to the date 
of the Supreme Court of Virginia decision in 
Fishback v. Commonwealth. 
HB 744 Sentencing Of Juvenile Tried As 
Adult: Provides that a court, in the case of a 
juvenile tried as an adult and convicted of a 
felony, may depart from any mandatory 
minimum sentence required by law and  
suspend any portion of an otherwise applicable 
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that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a 
surface or object that has the virus on it and then 
touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly 
their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. Still, clean your spaces! 

Symptoms 
There is no vaccine for coronavirus but 
scientists are working on that.  It is a respiratory 
virus so if you have respiratory issues, pay 
special attention to these symptoms:  fever, dry 
cough, body ache, trouble breathing, digestive 
problems, nausea/diarrhea, loss of sense of 
smell/taste. Flu and cold symptoms should be 
checked out as well. 

ACLU Coronavirus Hotline 
The ACLU of Virginia is announcing a new 
effort regarding COVID-19 concerns. 
Specifically, if you are aware of any problems in 
virus responses in Virginia prisons, jails, or 
detention centers, or have concerns about 
government responses to the COVID-19 
pandemic, they want to hear from you.  
Their “hotline” email – Covid19@acluva.org 
Collecting this information will allow ACLU of 
Virginia staff to monitor developing trends, 
learn about systemic problems and shortfalls, 
and to hopefully target resources and advocacy 
towards systemic barriers. 

El Coronavirus (español) 
¿Cuáles son los síntomas de un coronavirus? 
Los síntomas pueden tardar más en 
desarrollarse. Los síntomas pueden incluir: 

● Una tos leve. 
● Dificultad para respirar. 
● Dolor de garganta. 
● Dolor de cabeza. 
● Fiebre. 
● A veces náuseas 
● Incapacidad para oler / probar 

El virus puede vivir en superficies duras por 
solo unas pocas horas o tal vez días en entornos  
particulares  Típicamente, sin embargo, 
se transmite por contacto o tos o estornudos 
Con frecuencia, lávese las manos con agua y 
jabón durante 20 segundos  - cuando te laves las 
manos, canta "Feliz cumpleaños a ti" dos veces. 
No te toques la cara, especialmente si tus manos 
no están limpias. Si tiene problemas 
respiratorios y tiene síntomas, busque ayuda 
médica de inmediato.  Para muchas personas, los 
síntomas de COVID-19 comienzan como 
síntomas leves y empeoran gradualmente en 
unos pocos días. 

 
CDC Guidelines: Testing for Coronavirus 

Hospitalized patients who have signs and 
symptoms compatible with COVID-19 in order 
to inform decisions related to infection control. 
Other symptomatic individuals such as, older 
adults (age ≥ 65 years) and individuals with 
chronic medical conditions and/or an  
immunocompromised state that may put them at 
higher risk for poor outcomes (e.g., diabetes, 
heart disease, receiving immunosuppressive 
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particles from entering the  mouth.  According 
to the CDC, a surgical N95 mask (also referred 
as a medical respirator) is recommended 
only for use by healthcare personnel (HCP) 
who need protection from both airborne and 
fluid hazards (e.g., splashes, sprays). These 
respirators are not used or needed outside of 
healthcare settings. In times of shortage, only 
HCP who are working in a sterile field or who 
may be exposed to high velocity splashes, 
sprays, or splatters of blood or body fluids 
should wear these respirators, such as in 
operative or procedural settings. Also, from the 
World Health Organization: If you are healthy, 
you only need to wear a mask if you are taking 
care of a person with suspected infection. Wear 
a mask if you are coughing or sneezing.

 
A Call For Release 

We call on the Governor to release prisoners 
who are most vulnerable, including people who 
are over the age of 60 and/or medically fragile. 
No governors have yet responded to this call for 
releasing the most vulnerable people in prison. 
Trump recently said  that he was considering an 
executive order to free elderly,  “totally 
nonviolent”  prisoners from federal prisons in 
response to the novel coronavirus pandemic. 
This must happen at the state level as well but or 
any at risk prisoners. While jails can consider 
release, it's not as cut and dry for state prisoners. 
They take their  orders from the Parole Board 
and the Governor's office.  Write him: 
Governor Ralph Northam P.O. Box 1475, 
Richmond, VA 23218  
The Humanization Project is sending a letter to 
the Governor to use his executive powers to 
early release via the parole process not just these 
prisoners but those who fall under consideration 
through HB33 and HB35; those within a year of 
their release date; those who are parole eligible 
and awaiting conditional pardon; and those who 
have completed enough of their sentence and 
are past 50% of their state sentencing guidelines 
and have been infraction free for 5 years. If they 
have completed GED, have a home plan, and 
pose no threat to society, they should be 
considered for early release. VAPJN has signed 
on as well.  Thanks Humanization Project, 
Restore Justice and the Virginia Coalition for 
the Fair Sentencing of Youth. 

 
Jail/ICE Detention Populations 

Virginia’s Secretary of Public Safety Brian 
Moran urged jails, judges & prosecutors to 
consider alternatives to incarceration in the 
midst of COVID19. We must move people out 
of jails and ICE detention centers. More than 
3,000 physicians signed a letter urging ICE to 
release detainees while their legal cases proceed 
— particularly vulnerable, at risk people in the 
event of an outbreak.  Everyone deserves to be 
safe.  For more info on jail detention issues: 

Sentence. 
HB 1284 Use Of Isolated Confinement;. 
Directs the Board of Corrections to, in 
consultation with a stakeholder work group,  
conduct a review of the standards and 
requirements governing, and the application 
and use of isolated confinement in, local 
correctional facilities. 
SB 511 Writ of Actual Innocence 
Provides that a person who was convicted of a 
felony or who was adjudicated delinquent by a 
circuit court of an offense that would be a 
felony if committed by an adult may petition 
for a writ of actual innocence based on 
biological/nonbiological evidence. 
HB1648 Provides for rules and regulations 
regarding the treatment, control, and education 
of prisoners known to be pregnant and 
prisoners who are primary caretakers of minor 
children in state correctional facilities. 

 
New Parole Board Member 

Tonya Chapman was named as the new head of 
the Parole Board.  She succeeds Adrianne 
Bennett. She was the first African American 
female chief of a municipal police department 
in Virginia.  She said she was forced out after 
three years in the job as she encountered “bias 
and acts of systemic racism” as she sought to 
change the department’s culture.  

 
From Muslim Inmate Support 

To ensure safety for Muslim communities, 
mosques throughout the US have suspended 
daily and Friday (Jumuah) prayer services. The 
ruling is clear on this matter that the 
community is not sinful for missing Friday 
prayer and people should pray mid day (Dhuhr) 
prayer at home instead. Prisoners should 
exercise social distancing by praying 
individually or severely restricting prayer 
services to small groups and short duration.  

 
We Are Advocating For You! 

On March 3, VAPJN members and other 
advocates spoke with Jae Davenport, Deputy 
Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland 
Security. We pushed for DOC to create safe 
isolation spaces for vulnerable prison 
populations (the elderly and those with chronic 
health conditions), who are symptomatic; better 
communication on DOC policy regarding 
COVID19, in English and Spanish; uniform 
sanitation measures in all facilities; expediting 
HB566 Eligibility for food stamps and TANF 
to help the newly released; the use of gloves in 
facilities; and better virus screening of staff 
members. Davenport said the issue of screening 
is evolving and the state Department of Human 
Resource Management is working on new 
guidelines. She said that she would look into 
our concerns. We will keep pressing. 
There are still no cases of COVID19  in the 
DOC. 

medications, chronic lung disease, chronic 
kidney disease).  Any persons including 
healthcare personnel.who within 14 days of 
symptom onset had close contact with a suspect 
or laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 patient, or 
who have a history of travel from affected 
geographic areas within 14 days of their 
symptom onset.  DOC has stated:  If we have an 
offender in a state correctional facility who 
appears to meet the criteria for COVID-19 
testing, the procedure is to contact the Virginia 
Department of Health and follow their guidance 
regarding testing.  The flu is going around, 
please remember, symptoms can be similar to 
COVID-19. 

 
Contacting DOC about Coronavirus 

The DOC has a COVID-19 web page (link 
below) and phone number  (804) 887-8484, for 
updated, recorded information regarding 
COVID-19 from the Virginia DOC. 
https://vadoc.virginia.gov/news-press-releases/2
020/covid-19-updates/ 

 (español) 
Contactando la DOC sobre el Coronavirus  
Rose Durbin nos escribió el 23/3/2020 diciendo: 
Desde el 23 de Marzo, no hay casos de 
COVID-19 entre los ofensores y los trabajadores 
de las prisiones de Virginia y nuestra fuerza de 
tarea de COVID-19 está haciendo todo lo 
posible para que continúe así. Por favor visite el  
Departamento de COVID-19 página de internet 
(el enlace abajo) para las noticias mas recientes 
sobre la respuesta del Departamento. Puedes 
llamar 804-887-8484 para noticias sobre el 
COVID-19 del departamento de VADOC.

 
Food Preparation and Coronavirus 

From Harvard Medical School: Can I catch the 
coronavirus by eating food handled or prepared 
by others?  It's not clear if it can be spread by an 
infected person through food they have handled 
or prepared, but if so it would more likely be the 
exception than the rule. Still, it is a respiratory 
virus spread by airborne droplets so hand 
hygiene & masks should be used.  With hot 
food, the virus would likely be killed by 
cooking.  

 
Symposium Canceled 

The Blacksburg, VA April 25 Symposium on 
Mass Incarceration featuring Kemba Smith has 
been canceled due to COVID19 concerns. 

 
The Virginia Prison Justice Network 
Newsletter is published by the Coalition for 
Justice. PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063 
Have a poem or thought you’d like published? 
Send them! Please note:  we are not lawyers. 
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos 
con sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento 
¡Ahora tenemos apoyo con el español para 
quejas o pregunta.  ¿Tienes un poema o 
ensayo corto que te gustaría publicar? 
¡Mándanoslas!  
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Roanoke Jail Solidarity, 506 11th St. NW, 
Roanoke, VA  24017 
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