
VIRGINIA PRISON JUSTICE NETWORK NEWSLETTER: April 2021 #47   Mailed April 1-2. 2021

español
Plan de excarcelación temprana por razones
médicas Clarificación del VADOC: Los presos
quienes han completado el formulario de la
Revisión Médica son acelerados en el sistema,
independientemente de sus fechas de liberación
respectivas. Los presos quienes no han pedido una
revisión médica todavía son revisados según las
fechas de liberación, desde las más cercanas a las
más lejanas. Las revisiones médicas no tienen el
efecto de tardar las revisiones regulares si esa es la
preocupación (plan de excarcelación temprana por
razones médicas).
Proyectos de ley de sentencias mínimas – no
pasados. Algunos Demócratas se unieron con los
Republicanos en su oposición. Sen. Scott Surovell
[D] dijo que una sesión especial probablemente no
era la mejor manera para promover esta
legislación. El proyecto de ley era descartado
indefinidamente con un voto de 10-3, matando el
proyecto de ley, lo cual era luego remitido a la
Comisión del Crimen de Virginia para ser
estudiado más.
SB 1301: Centros penitenciarios; el uso del
confinamiento en solitario, no pasado. El
proyecto de ley hubiera terminado el
confinamiento en solitario prolongado por los
adultos y los juveniles en las cárceles de Virginia.
El proyecto de ley se enfrentó a la oposición en el
Senado, pero aún antes eso, unas enmiendas
fueron añadidas para eliminar el requisito de 3
horas por día fuera de la celda para intervención
programática para todos los presos en la forma de
clases, trabajo o terapia.

Bills the Governor Signed, in effect 7/1/21
HB 1895 Fines and costs; accrual of interest,
deferral or installment payment agreements.
Sponsored by Delegate Sally Hudson [D] Provides
that no interest shall accrue on any fine or costs
imposed in a criminal case or in a case involving a
traffic infraction (i) for a period of 180 days
following the date of the final judgment imposing
such fine or costs; (ii) during any period the
defendant is incarcerated; and (iii) for a period of
180 days following the date of the defendant's
release from incarceration if the sentence includes
an active term of incarceration. Current law
prohibits interest from accruing on such fines or
costs for a period of 40 days from the date of the
final judgement imposing such fine or costs or
during any period the defendant is incarcerated
HB 1980 Enslaved Ancestors College Access
Scholarship and Memorial Program; established,
report. Introduced by David Reid [D] Establishes
the Enslaved Ancestors College Access Scholarship
and Memorial Program, whereby Longwood
University, the University of Virginia, Virginia
Commonwealth University, the Virginia Military
Institute, and The College of William and Mary in
Virginia, with any source of funds other than state
funds or tuition or fee increases, are required to
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Minimum Wage Increases
The state’s minimum wage will be raised to $12
an hour over the next 3 years — the first
increase in  the state since 2009, when the
federal minimum went up to $7.25 an hour.  The
first increase to $9.50 /hour is scheduled to go
into effect on May 1, 2021 and then to $11.00
per hour effective Jan. 1, 2022; to $12.00 per
hour effective Jan.  1, 2023; to $13.50 per hour
effective Jan. 1, 2025; and to $15.00 per hour
effective Jan. 1, 2026. This falls short of the
$15/hour minimum many Dems had pushed for.

Inmate Health Issues
Gov. Northam proposed a $5.6 million increase
in health care spending for VADOC  by fiscal year
2022. Officials say the money is needed to care
for an exploding number  of inmates over 50,
which is expected to more than double from
8,523 this year to more than 20,000 over the
next 20 years.   The Governor also proposed $12
million over the next 2 years for a pilot program
where UVA  and VCU  hospitals would take on
some inmate care with the goal of growing  this
partnership to improve care.  “We need to do
what we’ve done at Fluvanna throughout the
whole system,” said Steve Herrick (VADOC
medical director).  The recent settlement
agreement with inmates at Fluvanna mandates
specific improvements in health care standards
the state has yet to meet.Northam’s budget with
this in mind, includes $500,000 to review the
department’s entire health care system.

SB 1301 Correctional facilities; use of isolated
confinement,  FAILED.  The  bill would have
ended prolonged isolation for adults and
juveniles in VA prisons.  The bill faced opposition
on the Senate floor but even before that as
amendments were made to eliminate the
requirement for 3 hours per day out of cell &
programmatic intervention for all inmates in the
form of classes, work or therapy.  Interfaith
Action for Human Rights had championed the
bill. Senator Amanda Chase [R], who is running
for governor, opposed the bill citing her support
for the use of solitary confinement:  “Number
one, I think it helps ensure prison safety.  One of
the main purposes of solitary confinement is to
restrict incarcerated persons from being a threat
to others. If a particular individual is producing a
danger to other inmates or staff, they can use
solitary confinement as a safety measure. The
2nd  thing is that it gives prison guards another
method to discipline inmates and allows prison
guards to maintain a sense of order in the
prison.  The final reason is that it can reform an
inmate’s character, which is ultimately one of the
goals — rehabbing and reforming their character
— and some would argue that if an individual is
left alone they can tap into their conscious and
engage in a reflection.”

More Special Session Bills
SB 1261 - 6 new judges will be appointed  to the
Virginia Court of Appeals later this year as part of a
plan to expand the court’s jurisdiction to all civil
and criminal cases.  Virginia will no longer have the
status as the only state in the country where there
is no guaranteed right to appellate review from the
trial court level, which can leave judicial errors
uncorrected.  In 2022, a three-judge panel of the
Court of Appeals would be required to review any
civil or criminal case brought to them.  “It is
regarded as a basic tenet of American
jurisprudence that each party should get one right
of appeal and Virginia is the only state in America
that doesn’t do that,” said L. Steven Emmert, an
appellate attorney.   Supporters say that additional
judges are needed to give criminal defendants and
civil litigants an automatic right of appeal.
Governor signed.

VOTE!
Gov. Northam took executive action to restore
voting and other civil rights to former felons as
soon as they complete their prison terms -- a move
that will immediately apply to more than 69,000
formerly incarcerated Virginians.

More  Bills Signed Into Law, Effective 7/1/21
HB 1874 Behavioral health; assessments in local
correctional facilities, report. Requires the Board
of Local and Regional Jails (the Board) to include in
its minimum standards for behavioral health
services in local correctional facilities requirements
for (i) referral of individuals committed to local
correctional facilities for whom a behavioral health
screening indicates reason to believe the person
may have mental illness to a behavioral health
service provider for a behavioral health
assessment and (ii) in cases in which there is
reason to believe an individual is experiencing
acute mental health distress or is at risk for
suicide, (a) staff of the local correctional facility to
consult with the behavioral health service provider
to implement immediate interventions and to
provide ongoing monitoring to ensure the safety of
the individual and (b) the behavioral health
assessment to be completed within 72 hours of
completion of the behavioral health screening
unless the 72-hour period ends on a Saturday,
Sunday, or legal holiday, in which case the
assessment shall be completed by the close of
business on the next working day. HB 1878
Juvenile intake and petition; appeal to a magistrate
on a finding of no probable cause.; HB 1912 Child
support payments; juvenile in custody of or
committed to the Department of Juvenile
Justice; SB 1456 Juveniles; eligibility for
commitment to the Department of Juvenile
Justice’ SB 1266 - The measure removes the
presumption that defendants charged with certain
crimes — from murder, robbery and aggravated
assaults to many involving domestic assaults, guns
and drugs — don’t qualify for bail release.  While
defendants can — and sometimes do — “rebut”
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annually (i) identify and memorialize, to the extent
possible, all enslaved individuals who labored on
former and current institutionally controlled
grounds and property and (ii) provide a tangible
benefit such as a college scholarship or
community-based economic development
program for individuals or specific communities
with a demonstrated historic connection to slavery
that will empower families to be lifted out of the
cycle of poverty.
HB 1991 Clarifies that the Department of
Juvenile Justice  may petition the court that
committed a juvenile for a hearing for an earlier
release of a juvenile when good cause exists for an
earlier release as permitted under current law and
shall petition the committing court for a
determination as to the continued commitment of
each juvenile committed as a serious offender at
least 60 days prior to the second anniversary of
the juvenile's date of commitment and at least 60
days prior to each annual anniversary thereafter as
required under current law, notwithstanding the
terms of any plea agreement or commitment
order.
HB 1990 Criminal justice legislation; racial &
ethnic impact statements. Introduced by Lashrecse
Aird [D] Provides that the Chair of the House
Committee for Courts of Justice or the Chair of the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary may request
the Joint Legislative Audit & Review Commission
to review and prepare a racial and ethnic impact
statement for a proposed criminal justice bill to
outline its potential impact on racial and ethnic
disparities within the Commonwealth.
HB 2010: Contains a technical amendment and is
a declarative of existing law, HB 5148.
HB 2290 Larceny; repeals punishment for
conviction of second or subsequent misdemeanor..
Not retroactive.
SB 1300 Inmates; Board of Local & Regional Jails
to review services provided during pregnancy, etc.
Introduced by Barbara Favola [D]  Directs the
Board to post its findings &  recommendations on
its website and report such findings and
recommendations to the Secretary of Public Safety
&  Homeland Security and the Chairmen of the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Senate
Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services,
House Committee for Courts of Justice,  and
House Committee on Public Safety by  7/1/ 2022.
SB 1461 Bribery in correctional facilities; penalty.
Provides that any person who receives any
pecuniary benefit or other consideration to act in
the unlawful delivery of items or contraband to
prisoners is guilty of bribery, punishable as a Class
4 felony. The bill also provides that any
law-enforcement officer, jail officer, or correctional
officer who violates the provisions of the bill shall
be decertified and shall be forever ineligible for
reemployment as a law-enforcement officer, jail
officer, or correctional officer in the
Commonwealth.
HB 2263 Death penalty; abolition of current
penalty.

What Really Needs To Be Trending
By David Knighton, POC

Can you tell me what the number one hit song
was for the last month or what was trending on
social media?  I am not a betting man, but I am
willing to bet that 75% of the people in Virginia
know.  I’m just guessing.  Now, tell me how many
people in Virginia know about the inmates in
prison that dedicate their lives to rehabilitating
themselves just to help their fellow inmates
become productive citizens when they go home?
They are called elders/mentors within the
re-entry program.  In the Merriam Webster
dictionary, the definitions for the words
“elder/mentor” are “elder” - higher rank; one
having authority by reason of age and
experience; “mentor”, a trusted counselor or
guide.  Just to qualify to be an elder within
VADOC reentry, you must have these
characteristics:  a desire to help others, humble,
honest, good character, fair minded, teachable,
good listening skills, excellent communication
skills, and the ability to handle peer pressure.
The elders/mentors in the reentry program are
responsible for assisting and maintaining a
healthy environment within the cognitive
community.  It is hard sometimes but, for the
most part, we love to see our peers grow and
become productive citizens.  Currently in VA, it is
mandatory for an inmate convicted of a felony to
serve 85% of their imposed sentence.  To break
this down, a good time level 1 inmate receives
4.5 good time days for every 30 days of their
sentence.  As your good time increases, your
earned good time decreases such as: level 2:  3
earned days per 30; level 3:  1.5 earned days per
30; and level 4, zero earned days per 30.  Despite
the varied good time levels 1 through 4, there is
no possibility for parole and no incentive.  Now,
the majority, not all elders/mentors have a lot of
time to do.  So you can see how this is not
helping them out.  I am not saying that
elders/mentors deserve things for the crimes
they committed, but  some reconsideration is
warranted.  Like elder/mentor Henderson wrote,
“despite the serious nature of our crimes and
punishment, which only reflect what we did and
not who we are, we set the standard for what
state officials and VADOC expects of returning
citizens that we mentor through programs.”
Please give elders/mentors the opportunity to
utilize the tools we have learned.  We are
carpenters with new tools we can’t use.
Elders/mentors play a big role in reduction of
recidivism.  There has to be a better way.  Please
bring back parole and let’s have the good time
earning rate for all so we can have a chance to fix
our wrongs.   Let's get this trending on social
media! (Note from CFJ: the push continues for
2022)

No Bills Vetoed The Gov.  hasn’t vetoed any of
the 522  bills presented to him.

that presumption by presenting evidence in their
clients’ favor, judges often cite the longstanding
rules to keep defendants locked up awaiting trial.
With Democrats in favor and Republicans opposed,
the bill passed 21-18 along  party lines.

Governor Amended Bills
Note: If both houses agree to the
recommendation, the bill, as amended, shall
become law. Each house may agree to the Gov's
amendments by a majority vote of the members
present.  Lawmakers will reconvene to take up the
governor's amendments.
HB 2038 limits when a court may impose
incarceration for a probation or suspended
sentence violation. Gov. Northam amended the bill
to ensure a defendant who absconds or has
outstanding restitution obligations remains on
probation. HB 2113 and SB 1339 create a process
for the automatic sealing of criminal records and
for petition-based sealing. The Gov’s amendment
empowers state agencies to begin this process
prior to 2025, as infrastructure allows. Bill will set
up automatic sealing of  nine misdemeanor
charges after 7 yrs. if the person is not convicted of
any other crimes during that time -- underage
possession of alcohol, simple larceny, disorderly
conduct, trespassing & marijuana.  People
convicted of other misdemeanors & certain
felonies can  petition the court to request that
those records be sealed. A judge would have to
review &  approve those requests. For felonies, the
law would seal records after 10 years, provided the
person was not convicted of any other crimes
during that period.
SB1315 Criminal proceedings; consideration of
mental condition and intellectual, etc. Governor
put forward a substitute.
HB 1936 Robbery; penalties. Gov’s amendment to
accept House substitute.
HB 2047 Criminal proceedings; consideration of
mental condition and intellectual, etc. Gov’s
amendment:  that the House sub be accepted.
HB 2055 Child support obligations; party's
incarceration not deemed voluntary
unemployment/underemployment. Gov’s substitute:
That the provisions of this act shall not become
effective unless reenacted by the 2022 Session of
the General Assembly.
HB 2167 Parole; notice and certification, monthly
reports, discretionary early consideration.  Gov’s
amendment:   enactment no later than December 15,
2021
SB 1406 Marijuana; legalization of simple possession,
etc..  Gov. proposed a substitute.
LIS (Legislative Info. Systems) has not updated these

bills yet.  Posting in progress)
SB 1256 Criminal Justice Services Board and
Committee on Training; membership. Introduced
by David Marsden [D] Requires the social justice
organization represented by a member of the
Criminal Justice Services Board and a member of
the Committee on Training be engaged in
advancing inclusion and human rights. The bill
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Key Bills That FAILED  in Special Session 2021
SB 1370 reinstate parole bill, failed. Bryan
Haskins speaking for the VA  Assn. of
Commonwealth’s Attorneys, voiced their
opposition to the bill & the retroactivity provision
in particular.  He warned that the state parole
board did not have the funding or staff  to handle
the thousands of inmates who might become
parole-eligible if the bill passed. He also cited the
recent passage of Fishback & Juvenile parole bills
saying that Court & Legal has reviewed approx.
400 of the 550 eligible inmate files. Many are
juveniles who had jury trials (for findings only,
sentenced by a judge) during the Fishback time
period, but as juveniles are thus eligible per HB35.
Approx.  19 Fishback inmates have been granted
parole as of 3/5/2021.  Sen.Morrissey, a chief
co-patron of the bill, said he supports the bill but
agreed it needs more study.
Both Mandatory Minimum bills. Some Democrats
joined Republicans in their opposition to the bill.
Sen. Scott Surovell [D] said a special session was
not the best way to advance this legislation.  The
bills were then referred to the Virginia  Crime
Commission for further study. HB 2291 -
Law-enforcement civilian oversight bodies.
SB 1105 Post-conviction relief - previously
admitted scientific evidence. HB 2325 Corrections
Ombudsman - Creates independent prison
oversight board. HB 1941 - Required release of
video or audio recording; discharge of firearm or
use of stun weapon. HB 2196 - Virginia Freedom of
Information Act; required release of law
enforcement disciplinary records. SB 1179 - bill to
shut down private prison; SB 1363 - Local and
Regional Jails, Board of; powers and duties
(oversight bill). HB 2056 - Removes the option for
a court to order that a status offender be detained
in a secure facility for a willful & material violation
of a court order or term of probation. HB 2303 -
reduces penalty for possession of a Schedule I or II
substance. SB 1244 Bill to end Civil commitment
of sexually violent predators. HB 1948
Law-enforcement officer; duty to render aid; duty
to report wrongdoing by another officer.

The SWVA Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild
The president ( founder & lead lawyer resigned.
The prisoner rights committee will continue under
his direction though.  He cannot take on any more
legal cases as he is at capacity.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The monthly newsletter is published by the Coalition
for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063   Have
a poem or thought you’d like published?  Send them!
Please note: we are not lawyers.  Thanks to all who
send stamps! español No somos abogados.
Ayudamos a los presos con sus quejas durante el
encarcelamiento ¡Ahora tenemos apoyo con el
español para quejas o preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema
o ensayo corto que te gustaría publicar?
¡Mándanoslas!

Fly Me To The Moon
By Larry Dixon, ROSP

Fly me to the moon.
Please don’t bring me back.
I don’t want to live in a world.
Where they smoke crack.
I don’t want to live in a world.
That’s addicted to vice.
I can hear angels cheering.
That’s right!
I want to be free.
I want to make good decisions.
I want to be an intelligent man.
who has proper vision.
We’re only born once.
We’re not born twice.
We’re not coming back to this world.
So we must live right.

Medical Early Release Plan
Clarification from VADOC: “ Inmates who have
completed the Medical Review form are
expedited, regardless of where they fall within
the year of release.  Inmates who have not filed
for a medical review are still being reviewed in
order of release date, closest to furthest.”

Ramadan Wishes
From the Muslim Prisoners Support Project

Surah Al-Baqarah, Ayah 185: Ramadan is the
month in which the Quran was revealed as a
guide for humanity with clear proofs of guidance
and the standard to distinguish between right
and wrong.  Ramadan is the ninth month of the
Islamic calendar. It is the month in which Allah
the almighty revealed the Quran to His
Messenger, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him). It is a time for Muslims to ponder and draw
closeness to Allah by reading and reflecting on
the Quran.  Muslims are also required to fast
during this month by refraining from eating,
drinking and intimacy with one’s spouse from
dawn until sunset. If someone is not able to fast
due to illness, they should make up the fast. If
someone is not physically able to make up fast,
they should feed the poor and if not able to do
that due to financial hardship, ask Allah for
forgiveness. He is the most forgiving, the
merciful. Ramadan is a month of spiritual
cleansing and purification for Muslims in which
we try to increase our worship and good deeds.
Think of Ramadan like a bootcamp, we spend the
entire month training our body to obey Allah’s
command and increase the condition of our
heart by connecting to His book. Once we are
done with Ramadan, our heart and body are
recharged and ready to follow the command of
Allah outside of Ramadan. May Allah grant us all
the ability to witness this blessed month and
make us of those who maximize this opportunity
to increase our worship and earn His forgiveness.
Regards, your brother Ajfar.

contains a technical amendment to compulsory
in-service training for law-enforcement officers.
HB 2004 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
law-enforcement criminal incident information,
criminal files. Introduced by Chris Hurst [D]
Adds criminal investigative files, defined in the bill,
relating to a criminal investigation or proceeding
that is not ongoing, also defined in the bill, to the
types of law-enforcement and criminal records
required to be released in accordance with the
provisions of the Virginia FOIA.
HB 2017 Juvenile offenders; youth justice diversion
programs.Introduced by Michael P. Mullin [D]
Juvenile offenders; youth justice diversion
programs. Authorizes any jurisdiction to establish a
youth justice diversion program, defined in the bill
as a diversionary program that (i) is monitored by a
local youth justice diversion program advisory
committee; (ii) uses juvenile volunteers as lawyers,
jurors, and other court personnel; (iii) uses
volunteer attorneys as judges; (iv) conducts peer
trials, subject to the juvenile and domestic
relations court's jurisdiction, of juveniles who are
referred to the program by an intake officer; and
(v) imposes various sentences emphasizing
restitution, rehabilitation, accountability,
competency building, and education, but not
incarceration.

February Parole Grants/Stats 17 parole grants - 11
regular, 3 geriatric, 3 dual eligibility.
Inmate vaccinations to date: 16,362.  Staff 6.550.
VADOC early release:  1,138, 2 from hospital, 614
VADOC inmates held in jail.

.The C.D.C.
By Frankie X. Miller, Augusta

This does not stand for Central Disease Control.
This C.D.C. stand for something more serious than
you can imagine.
Only, when you take self-inventory of self, that you
will know the true you.
This C stands for the choices that we make
everyday, that we open our eyes to the Light.
(spiritual-light)
This D stands for the Decision that we make daily
in our travel.
This other C stands for the consequence that we
make with the two.   But all three goes hand and
hand.
As you look at your life today, why?
That tomorrow is not promise to none of us,
As we live in a world of choices, decision,
consequence -- that will tell the true you.
As to C.D.C.  If you have learned  anything out of
life, or is you that log, just in limbo.
For someone, somebody, to tell you of the C.D.C.,
of their life and why they haven’t accomplished
nothing but the old saying nothing from nothing
leaves nothing.
So make sure today that you make the right choice
of your Destiny.  As to the decision you make.  And
not to the consequence that lies ahead of your life.
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