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HB2038 (español)
HB 2038 entra en vigor el 1 de julio de 2021.
Implementará topes en los periodos de libertad
condicional por limitar las sentencias de la libertad
condicional de los adultos a un máximo de
un año por los delitos menores y cinco años por
los delitos graves. Antes de aprobar el HB
2038, Virginia era uno de solamente siete estados
sin tales restricciones y, como resultado, con
prolongaciones interminables a los periodos de la
libertad condicional que atrapaban
injustamente a las personas en el sistema de
derecho penal. Adicionalmente, HB 2038
proveerá la ayuda muy necesaria a las
consecuencias que las personas en libertad
condicional encuentran como resultado de
violaciones técnicas (que no son delitos, por
ejemplo, perder una reunión con un agente de
libertad condicional o no informar al agente de
libertad condicional sobre una multa de tráfico,
etc., las que pueden resultar en periodos largos de
encarcelamiento). HB 2038 crea un sistema de
sanciones graduadas para las violaciones
técnicas de la libertad condicional para prevenir un
nuevo encarcelamiento para las personas
por una primera violación técnica de la libertad
condicional. Si hay violaciones técnicas
posteriores, un periodo de encarcelamiento puede
ser impuesto solamente si la corte declara
que no hay otra manera segura y menos restrictiva
para disuadir la conducta.

About HB 2038
HB 2038 provides relief to the devastating
consequences people on probation face as a result
of technical violations (non-crimes like missing a
meeting with a probation officer, failing to report a
traffic ticket to the probation officer, etc. that can
result in lengthy incarceration).  The bill creates a
system of graduated sanctions for technical
probation violations to prevent people from being
re-incarcerated for a first technical probation
violation. If there are subsequent technical
violations, a term of incarceration can only be
imposed if the court finds that there is no other
safe and less-restrictive way to deter the conduct.
For a copy of the bill, please send a stamp and we
will mail it out to you.

Torts In A Nutshell
By Hassan Shabazz, Augusta

There are essentially two types of torts: 1)
Intentional Torts and 2) Negligence Torts. An
Intentional tort is when someone causes you
injury intentionally, and a Negligence tort is when
someone injures you through their negligent
actions. When you file your lawsuit, you don't
have to expressly say what type of tort you are
filing, all you have to do is describe the actions and
it will fall into one of those categories.  In Virginia
state torts are governed by Virginia Code Section
8.01-195.1 through 195.8. Pursuant to the PLRA
(Prison Litigation ReformAct) before filing a tort,
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HIV Aids Relief
Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Resources and
Linkages for Inmates, or CHARLI, is a program of
VDH's Division of Disease Prevention. The
CHARLI program is available to all Virginia
correctional facilities, including local and
regional sites, and state Department of
Corrections (DOC) facilities.  The program
consists of four components.  HIV testing and
HIV/STI education, are offered to all persons
nearing release from corrections.  The third
component assists both the person living with
HIV and the medical correctional staff during the
discharge/reentry planning process. The fourth
and final component is 18 months of case
management provided after release from
corrections.  A host of comprehensive services
are available during the 18 months. The only
requirement is to be HIV positive and to have
been released from incarceration within the last
twelve months.  The following is a brief list of a
few of the services that are available:
Discharge planning,, Access to medications,
Linkage to medical care, Case management,
Assistance with housing, Access to food
resources, Assistance with social service
applications, Employment resources,
Mental health services, Substance abuse support
and services, Transportation assistance,
Support groups, and Interventions and strategies
for people living with HIV.
The Care Coordination program assists persons
living with HIV/AIDS who have been released
from correctional facilities within the past 6
months by providing immediate access to
medications and linkage to medical care and
support services. The Care Coordination
program:  Provides access to a 30-day supply of
medications to all referred clients, regardless of
insurance status or enrollment in government
assistance programs; Assists clients with
enrolling into the Expedited Enrollment Program
(EEP); Assists clients with fully enrolling into VA
MAP or another benefits assistance program
based on the client’s eligibility.  In addition, the
Care Coordination program monitors client
access to medication and medical care for 12
months and assists clients by addressing barriers
to care by linking them to community services.
The success of the Care Coordination program is
the result of a collaborative effort based on
well-established relationships among the Virginia
Department of Corrections (VADOC), Virginia
Regional and Local Jails (VRLJs),Local Health
Departments (LHDs), statewide VA MAP
coordinators, VA MAP program technicians, case
managers, and other statewide community
partners.  To acquire these services for a recently
released HIV positive individual please fill out
and return the Care Coordination Referral Form
to our confidential fax at (804) 864-8050 or mail
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Other Bills Passed, In effect 7/1/2021
SB 1256 Criminal Justice Services Board and
Committee on Training; membership. Introduced
by David Marsden [D] Requires the social justice
organization represented by a member of the
Criminal Justice Services Board and a member of
the Committee on Training be engaged in
advancing inclusion and human rights. The bill
contains a technical amendment to compulsory
in-service training for law-enforcement officers.
HB 2004 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
law-enforcement criminal incident information,
criminal files. Introduced by Chris Hurst [D]
Adds criminal investigative files, defined in the bill,
relating to a criminal investigation or proceeding
that is not ongoing, also defined in the bill, to the
types of law-enforcement and criminal records
required to be released in accordance with the
provisions of the Virginia FOIA.
HB 2017 Juvenile offenders; youth justice diversion
programs.Introduced by Michael P. Mullin [D]
Juvenile offenders; youth justice diversion
programs. Authorizes any jurisdiction to establish a
youth justice diversion program, defined in the bill
as a diversionary program that (i) is monitored by a
local youth justice diversion program advisory
committee; (ii) uses juvenile volunteers as lawyers,
jurors, and other court personnel; (iii) uses
volunteer attorneys as judges; (iv) conducts peer
trials, subject to the juvenile and domestic
relations court's jurisdiction, of juveniles who are
referred to the program by an intake officer; and
(v) imposes various sentences emphasizing
restitution, rehabilitation, accountability,
competency building, and education, but not
incarceration.

Rest In Power
By Chanell Burnette, Fluvanna

As DMX's rough and rugged voice echoes through
my earbuds this morning, it simply reminds me
that we never know what a person is going
through.  When I watched his DocuSeries a while
back, I was so heartbroken for this sad little boy. A
sad little boy who grew into a sad man.  Let us
send up prayers and consolation for the many fans,
friends, and family members of DMX! He is gone
but not forgotten and will be dearly missed!

New Book Out
“Wake Up America” by Courtney D. Henson
(Lawrenceville) is available on Amazon. It
chronicles the flawed system of politics of both
parties and addresses issues of life, love,
incarceration, current issues and people involved
in the struggle.  All  proceeds from the sale of
“Wake Up America”  T shirts  will be donated to
Virginia Families For Parole.

More on the Pell Grant - VADOC
From the VADOC 3/3/2021:  “On Dec. 21, 2020,
Congress moved to lift the ban on federal student
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you must first exhaust your grievance of the issue.
You must file an Informal Complaint, then file a
Regular Grievance, and lastly you must appeal that
grievance. Once you have done this, you are now
ready to file your tort.
NOTICE OF CLAIM
In order to sue the Commonwealth of Virginia via
tort you must provide them with Notice that you
are going to sue. The forms to do this can be
requested through your facility law library, or your
Institutional Attorney. This notice must be filed to
the Office of the Attorney General, or to the
Division of Risk Management, and it should be
done with certified mail. [At present time the
address of the Attorney General is 202 North 9th
street, Richmond, VA 23219] You have 12 months
to file notice from the date of injury. The notice
will ask for the Agent(s) that injured you, the date
of the injury, and the facts upon which you intend
to rely. You do not need to include case law in your
notice. Simply state the facts.
MOTION FOR JUDGMENT
The form for this should also be included in the
packet with the Notice of Claim that you
requested from the law library/ Institutional
Attorney.] After waiting 6 months from the date
that you filed your notice of claim, if you have not
heard back from the Attorney General, you can file
a Motion for Judgment in the Circuit Court of the
jurisdiction/county where the  tort occurred. You
will do this even if you have been transferred to
another facility in a different county.  In your
motion you must name the Commonwealth of
Virginia as the Defendant pursuant to the Virginia
Tort Claims Act (VTCA). This is because the
Commonwealth is ultimately responsible for its
agents/employees and is liable for claims for
money. (See Va. Code 8.01-195.3).  This is one of
the most important parts to get right, because if
you name some other defendant, your case will be
dismissed.  The rest of the form will be self
explanatory, but when it comes to damages you
must be realistic. For example, if your
headphones, or TV have been damaged, don't be
outrageous in your claim by asking for a crazy
amount (let's say, $5,000). You won't get it, and
the Attorney General, nor Court will take you
seriously. Simply ask for what it's worth and
maybe tack on a few dollars for time you had to
suffer without it. Only claim large amounts if you
have been truly hurt or damaged in a way that
warrants it (e.g., a broken bone, lost teeth, etc.)
Once this is filed you will have to either pay a filing
fee or file to have the filing fee waived (in forma
pauperis). There should be a form for this in the
law library. The court clerk will then serve the
Attorney General and the court will order the AG
to respond, and you will then have a chance to
rebut the AG's response. This could lead to
dismissal of your suit, mediation where they may
negotiate a settlement, or trial (you can request
jury or judge). If you make it to this point then you
may need a lawyer. You can file a motion for
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packet to:  Virginia Department of Health/Care
Coordination Program 1st Floor James Madison
Building 109 Governor Street, Richmond, VA
23219.  For additional questions, please contact
the Care Coordination Team at 804-864-7256,
Carol Ann M. Covington, HCS Care Coordinator
Virginia Department of Health, 109 Governors
Street, Richmond, VA 23219 (804) 864-7256
CHARLI website:
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/disease-prevention
/charli/
Care Coordination Services website:
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/disease-prevention
/vamap/care-coordination-services/

Don’t Ask Now - HB 5148
Many inmates have specific questions on HB
5148 that are not clearly outlined in the bill.
Delegate Scott’s office wrote us back saying that
his office cannot respond to questions on the bill
at this time as their staff is overwhelmed and
right now they have different priorities to
address.  VADOC also told me they will not
answer questions on implementation as they are
in the process of working that out but will
provide info closer to the enactment date of July
1, 2022.  So no use in asking right now, patience!

Identity Verification for Stimulus
The VADOC responded to our question on how
inmates can verify their identity by saying on
4/22/2021: “ There is a process in place so the
inmates do not need to utilize the phone # to
call.  Inmates need to speak with a counselor
who will provide the info based on the guidance
the Department received from the IRS.

Money Facts
In 2021, VADOC opted to spend about $7 million
a year on an in-house solution of photocopying
and shredding all mail before delivering the
copied version to people in prison.
According to the DOC, when Senator Ebbin
asked,  $2.10 per inmate per day is budgeted for
Food and Food Supplies   It is in the budget bill as
follows: Chapter 1289 Fiscal Year 21-22
$41,130,135 Food Food Supplies Labor Cost.

A Message from Virginia Redemption Project:
The Virginia Redemption Project is at capacity
and is currently not accepting applications.  You
may want to consider filing a petition directly
with the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
You can obtain the petition form from the
Secretary of the Commonwealth website at:
https://www.commonwealth.virginia.gov/judicia
l-system/pardons/conditional-pardons/
Send the completed form and all attachments to:
Pardons Specialist Office of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth Post Office Box 2454 Richmond,
VA 23218-2454.
We wish you the best as you seek a conditional
pardon.

aid – specifically, the Pell grant – for those who are
incarcerated. Virginia Department of Corrections
Superintendent for Education, Dr. Rodney Berry,
recently shared his thoughts on the impact of this
decision:  Lifting the Pell Grants ban for inmates is
certainly good news for correctional educators and
their students. Students who increase their
education while incarcerated are less likely to
return to prison. This is especially true among
students who improve their critical thinking skills.
Higher education coursework, which the Pell Grant
will help fund, provides the greatest opportunity
for students to improve their critical thinking skills.
The current Pell Grant ban for inmates is not
expected to end until June 2023, but we are
examining this opportunity very carefully. We are
currently developing a committee that will be
charged to develop consistent practices across the
state. This committee will be tasked with:
Developing a uniformed and informative press
release/announcement for the inmates and
VADOC staff concerning the Pell Grant.
Explaining the process of completing a FAFSA
Form.  Selecting a college program and the
instructional materials and supplies needed to
complete classes.  Addressing topics related to Pell
Grant expansion and its use.  This committee will
not only include educational staff members such
as teachers and principals, but it will also include
members from our operational units to ensure
collaboration and effective communication.
That being said, we were excited to be notified last
May that the U.S. Department of Education
announced an expansion in Virginia of the Second
Chance Pell Grant that positively affected a couple
of the community colleges we work with —
Southside Virginia Community College and
Piedmont Virginia Community College. Therefore,
with the increase in grant funding we will be able
to offer additional opportunities for students at
VCCW, Nottoway, Lunenburg, Baskerville,
Buckingham Dillwyn, Fluvanna, and possibly
Greensville until the nationwide Pell Grant ban for
inmates is lifted in 2023.”

Passed:  HJ 537 Racism --  Public Health Crisis.
Introduced by: Lashrecse D. Aird [D]
Racism; public health crisis. Recognizes that racism
is a public health crisis in Virginia.
The resolution will:
1. Expand VDH’s Office of Health Equity to be the
primary watchdog for ensuring policies addressing
racism are implemented. 2. Make the Commission
to Examine Racial Inequity in Virginia Law
permanent. 3. Establish training for all state
elected officials, their staff members and state
employees on recognizing racism. 4.  Create a list
of definitions and terms on racism and health
equity. 5.  Promote community engagement across
the state on recognizing racism.
The resolution states the VA  Dept. of Health’s
Office of Health Equity will lead the charge on
introducing steps to address systemic racism and
its impact on public health in Virginia
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appointment of counsel, or reach out to lawyers
that handle personal injury claims for prisoners.
(Note:  § 8.01-195.1 through § 195.8 does appear
to be the VA code section that deals with tort
claims against the Commonwealth.   There is a
form for instructions on how to file a pro se § 1983
claim and a template form to use .

Brother Coffee
By  Douglas Ankney, River North

Been in the man’s cage since 1988.
Met thousands upon thousands
coming through that gate.
Just now met a coffee-colored child
must’ve been 19 or 20 and loud.
Said he was doin’ 31
for firing his gun into a crowd.
Said he crossed a bridge in Richmond
and wasn’t allowed in that part of town.
Told me he was tight with his homies
and with their cause he was down.
Brother Coffee, a reason and purpose
we all need --
but to make your brother die? To make him bleed?
Brother Coffee you need
to change your mind,
a higher purpose, a higher way
you need to find.
Brother Coffee, what did you all do
with that freedom so many died
to give to you?
In sixty-three
four Angels took their wings.
Brother Coffee, did their lives
their blood - does it mean anything?
And Brother Evers -
Do you even know his name?
How does he fit
into your strange game?
Brother Coffee, what did you all do
with that freedom so many died
to give to you?
What about down Mississippi way
and those three that were martyred in sixty-four?
Don’t they matter Brother Coffee?
Don’t they count anymore?
And was it four four sixty-eight
the Man they killed
but the Cause
they could not assassinate.
Oh my child what did you all do
with that freedom so many died
to give to you?

Newsletter List
Please remember to share your newsletters.  We
send it out to over 1,100 inmates and we are
beyond capacity as this is done on a volunteer
basis, not a funded one.  Thanks to all who share,
to those that contribute in so many ways -- by your
writings, your appreciation and donations.

The Great Duel
By Gus Katelouzos POC

I always felt the meaning of simple man am I,
but over time that truth proved to be nothing
Short of a tortuous and hellish lie.
For far, far more complex am I.
Two men who two hats,
one wearing white and one in black.
The good, the beautiful, the bad and the ugly
All within one hero.
Good intentions and bad impulses firing at once.
One in love with lie, strugglin’ not to be dead;
the other unsure how to live,
a bringer of dead.
A villain and hero moment by moment
Warring to best the other,
fighting to control the man,
brother against brother.
This exercise in complexity,
a battle of duality,
The contest of will --
a never ending duel in reality.

PEN Prison Writing Resources
From their website:  The PEN Prison Writing
Program provides hundreds of imprisoned
writers across the country with free writing
resources, skilled mentors, and audiences for
their work. PEN’s Prison Writing Contest accepts
contest submission between January 1 and
September 1 of each year. Winners will be
announced the following Spring. Manuscripts
should be typewritten and double-spaced
whenever possible, or legibly handwritten on
8.5-by-11-inch paper. All submissions should be
accompanied by a brief cover letter with the
author’s name, identification number, and
complete mailing address.  Authors may not
submit more than one entry in each category,
except in poetry, which has a 20-page limit.
Only unpublished manuscripts will be
considered, with the exception of pieces that
have appeared in publications for the prison
population only. Any subject matter will be
considered.  Please be sure to send copies of
your work, not the originals. PEN is unable to
return manuscripts. Always include a return
address. Selected winning entries will be
published on PEN’s web site.  PEN Writing
Awards for Prisoners, PEN American Center
588 Broadway, Suite 303, New York, NY 10012.
For a form with all their resources for writers,
send a stamp to Coalition for Justice, PO Box
299, Blacksburg, VA  24063 and we will mail it
out to you or write to them.

March  Stats: Parole Grants/Stats  15 regular
parole grants. As of 4/26/2021:   Inmate
vaccinations to date:  17, 124 inmates,  6614
Staff.   Early release plan:  1,233, 2 from
institutional hospitals, and 668 VADOC inmates
in jails.  Covid cases: 81 inmates.

The Real Crime
By Sidney Bowman ROSP

The crime is not the fact we choose the life paths
that led to our predicament while trying to
overcome the poverty we inherited or the fact we
are perceived as menace in our youth.  No!  The
crime happens the moment we are misjudged by
those who never have, not will, ever understand
the hardship that led us to those decisions.

Marijuana Legalization Bill
Gov. Northam’s amendments allow for
expungement and sealing of criminal records on
marijuana to begin as soon as state agencies are
able to do so and simplify the criteria for when
records can be sealed.   The General Assembly
passed broader legislation to implement
comprehensive expungement reform beginning in
2025. People in jail and prison on marijuana
related charges will remain locked up and a push
to change that did not make it to the final bill.
The Gov said that resentencing for Virginia
marijuana prisoners should be the next step.

Garnishing the Third Stimulus
VA Attorney General Herring announced in April an
amendment to a law to protect the $1,400
stimulus checks from debt collectors such as
medical, private, or credit card debt.  The law was
initially passed last year to protect the $1,200
CARES Act payments from such garnishment.
(HB 568).  Writeto  the AG for more information.
The first check was  garnished for unpaid child
support.  Contact:  Attorney General's Office. 202
North Ninth Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219 for
more information.

Virginia State of Emergency Status
In December 2020, as Covid-19 case counts and
positivity rates rose, Executive Order 72 imposed
additional temporary restrictions to stem the surge
of COVID-19 in the Commonwealth.  On April 21,
2021 the Governor stated that though cases have
been decreasing for six days,  this is considered to
be a fluctuating trend. Therefore, the health data
makes it clear that Executive Order 72’s temporary
restrictions must largely remain in place a little
longer.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The monthly newsletter is published by the
Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063   Have a poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them! Please note: we are not
lawyers.   Thanks to all who send stamps! We are
humbled and grateful.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que
te gustaría publicar? ¡Mándanoslas!
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