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español
Nuevo sitio web para información sobre indultos
Hay un nuevo sitio web, lo cual incluye un portal
para entregar peticiones, que el Gobernador
Northam dice que hará más eficiente el proceso
de conceder amnistía. El nuevo sitio web se
propone resolver el atraso de las solicitudes para
la amnistía en el Commonwealth de Virginia,
además de ofrecer un proceso más fácil de
entregar una petición para recibir un indulto. El
sitio web también cuenta con una sección de
preguntas más frecuentes para los que busquen
más información sobre cómo funcionan los
indultos en Virginia.
https://www.commonwealth.virginia.gov/judicial-syst
em/pardons/
Haga clic aquí para ver el estado de un indulto.
https://solutions.virginia.gov/Pardons

Terminación del plan de liberación temprana
El Departamento de Correcciones de Virginia ha
dicho que, en respuesta a nuestra pregunta,
“El plan de liberación temprana (al quedar un año
o menos de una sentencia) terminará cuando
el Gobernador rescinda el estado de emergencia o
el 1 de julio de 2021, lo que suceda primero.” El
Gobernador ha indicado que el estado de
emergencia en Virginia permanecerá en
efectivo por lo menos hasta el 30 de junio.

Know Your History - Point Comfort, Virginia

In 1619, a ship with 20 captured Africans, landed
at Virginia.  Slavery wasn’t legal in the colony
when they arrived and wouldn’t become legal
until 1661 so they were treated as indentured
servants but without a written contract.  Most of
the first Africans had to work 15-30 years before
their freedom was granted.  The 20 captives on
board were seized from the Kingdom of Ndongo in
Angola and transported across the Atlantic.  The
White Lion, a 160-ton English privateer ship
carrying them, landed at what was known at that
as Point Comfort. This site is now Fort Monroe in
Hampton.  The captain of the ship, John Jope,
traded the captives to Virginians in return for food
and supplies. They were taken into servitude in
nearby homes and plantations as their skills as
farmers and artisans were critical to the survival of
their masters.  The fort was built by slave labor but
early in the Civil War, three enslaved men seeking
freedom escaped to the fort and were deemed by
the commander as “contraband of war”, which
spurred thousands to seek sanctuary behind
Union lines and ultimately a change in government
policy towards emancipation.  Also, among the
Africans who arrived on the White Lion were
Anthony and Isabela who, in 1624 or 1625, had a
son, William, who was baptised. In a census they
are identified as “Antoney Negro: Isabell Negro:
and William theire Child Baptised.” They were
living on the property of Captain William Tucker.
William is often described as the first African child
born in English North America.

New Parole Board Member
From the Governor’s press release: “Governor
Northam appointed Lethia Hammond as
Vice-Chair of the VA Parole Board and unveiled
several new initiatives to streamline the
clemency process, including a redesigned
pardons website and petition portal.
“Lethia Hammond’s vast experience in the
criminal justice system will strengthen the
Virginia Parole Board and its important work,”
said Governor Northam. “Building a stronger,
fairer, and more inclusive Commonwealth means
giving Virginians who have paid their debt to
society and a second chance. Together with the
appointment of Lethia Hammond, these
concrete steps will bolster our efforts to create a
more equitable and accessible clemency process
and drastically reduce the backlog of pardon
requests.”  Ms. Hammond comes from a long
career in public service and prior to her
appointment served as Asst. Commonwealth’s
Attorney in Botetourt County where she handled
all phases of trial in General District, Juvenile and
Domestic Relations, and Circuit Court
proceedings. She was the designated Juvenile
and Domestic Relations prosecutor, and
frequently served as a special prosecutor in
jurisdictions across the Commonwealth.. Ms.
Hammond is also an Adjunct Professor of Law at
the Washington and Lee University School of
Law.”

Pardon Process Upgraded
In addition, there is a new website that Gov.
Northam says will streamline the process for
granting clemency, which includes a portal to
submit petitions.  The new website is aimed at
dealing with the backlog of clemency requests in
the commonwealth, as well as offering an easier
process of submitting a petition to receive a
pardon. The website also features an FAQ
section for those seeking more information
about how pardons work in Virginia.
To check a pardon status go to:
https://solutions.virginia.gov/Pardons
Birthdate and social security are needed to check
status so PLEASE be careful who you share that
info with.  During Governor Northam’s tenure,
he has pardoned 300 people and more are
coming.

Transgender Rights Restored
The U.S. wil once againl protect gay and
transgender people against sex discrimination in
health care.  The Biden administration
announced that it would reverse a Trump-era
policy that sought to narrow the legal rights to
access medical care involving sensitive
healthcare treatments for transgender people
The action by the Department of Health and
Human Services affirms that federal laws
forbidding sex discrimination in health care to
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Parole Bill Investigation Approved Changes
Democrats voted to budget $250,000 to hire an
outside investigator, likely a law firm, to look into
how the Office of the Inspector General handled
its investigation into the decision to grant parole to
Vincent Martin.  The investigator’s report, which
will be made public, will be due by June 15.  Both
the House and Senate overwhelmingly approved
amendments Northam made to that bill that
would speed up its implementation to Dec. 15,
2021 rather than the original date of July 1, 2022.
The new law requires the DOC to set inmates’
release dates at least 30 days after a board
decision to grant parole, while allowing faster
releases for geriatric or terminally ill prisoners. In
cases of discretionary parole, it specifies that the
board must notify local prosecutors by electronic
means at least 21 days prior to release, updating
existing language requiring notifications via
certified mail.  The bill also specifies that the board
should contact local prosecutors and their
affiliated crime victim coordinators if it needs help
locating victims for notification purposes.  The bill
calls for the board to publish more detailed
monthly reports on its actions, including info about
what crimes a parolee committed, how much time
they’ve served and the reasons for granting or
denying parole. Currently, those reports mainly
include offender names and only include an
explanation if parole is denied.

NO!  You don’t truly understand!!
By Prophet DR. J hope Turner-EL - State Farm

I see mothers cry, because they want a better life;
as their babies die, in the streets day and night;
Hooked on the lies, that the world recites
she’s praying for better days, but there are none in
sight;
She’s hopelessly trying to make herself convinced;
that one day they’ll be free amongst men;
Compelled, by this dream with no evidence,
a mother works hard, teaching life relevance, and
benevolence
intermingled, with her Essence;
True life lessons, makes a Mother a blessing
but in this world that’s grotesquely stressing,
racist, hatred, a
Mother is tested;
If she falls to Welfare, the children are restricted
with Daddy doing life, the mothers prohibited from
making
advancements, So now she’s stripping
but to our ignorance
the Child Falls Victim;
Lost in Confusion and fed to the system.
No!  You don’t truly understand!!

Early Release Plan Ending
The VADOC has said, “The early release plan (one
year or less left on sentence) will end when the
Governor rescinds the State of Emergency or
July 1, 2021, whichever occurs first.”   The Gov’s
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Honoring the Fathers
The number of fathers in U.S. jails and prisons has
increased four-fold since 1980. Among the more
than 800,000 parents in federal and state prisons,
92 percent are fathers.  This poem, written by one
of our subscribers in Texas is for all the dads.

KAYLEE
By James K. Hill aka “Dramacide” Eastham Unit, TX

April 30th, 2000 and 9
A special day that I cherish deeply.
The Day you came into this world,
And made a father of me.
Though at the time I didn’t know
About your new existence
As I was locked away in prison
Serving out a sentence
Now before you judge and think,
I’m like all other deadbeat dads
The woman who carried my seed in her womb,
Is something I didn’t know she had.
How I would give anything
To turn back the hands of time.
And be able to hold you in my arms,
Every single time that you cried.
Sleepless nights I lay awake,
As my heart yearns for you.
To be by your side, and daily provide,
As only a father can do.
Your nose, chin, ears and hair,
Your smile or even your eyes.
I wonder which of these things you possess
That show and tell that you’re mine?
I’ll be away for a little while,
But please don't think I don’t care.
My biggest regret is being here,
While I know that you're needing me there.
There’s nothing else I could ever want
In this whole entire world,
Than to be a father
To my precious little girl.
Daddy cares sweetheart, but what’s more,
I love you too.
You’re my biggest test, and Kaylee I promise,
I won’t fail you.

Upcoming Election for Governor
About the candidates:
Glenn Youngkin emerged as the Virginia GOP’s
nominee for governor.  He is a conservative
Republican business leader.  He announced the
launch of the ‘Law Enforcement for Glenn’
Coalition, with the support of nine key members
of the Virginia law enforcement community.  No
quotes yet on parole but he supports “the rule of
law.”
Former Gov. Terry McAuliffe [Dem}  “I want
everybody to have access to parole,” and “You
show me someone who’s never made a mistake,
and I’ll show you a liar,” he said, promising to
establish an “office for returning citizens” that
would work with inmates and help them transition
back into society.  He said “We have an antiquated
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also protect gay and transgender people. The
Trump administration had defined "sex" to mean
gender assigned at birth, thereby excluding
transgender people from the law's scope of
protection.  Dr. Rachel Levine, Assistant
Secretary for Health, the first openly transgender
person to be confirmed by the Senate. said  “No
one should be discriminated against when
seeking medical services because of who they
are.” Behind the dispute over rights for
transgender people during the previous
administration and the medical community in
particular is a medically recognized condition
called “gender dysphoria” — discomfort or
distress caused by a discrepancy between the
gender that a person identifies as and the
gender assigned at birth. Consequences can
include severe depression. Treatment can range
from gender confirmation surgery and hormones
to people changing their outward appearance by
adopting a different hairstyle or clothing.
Under the Obama-era rule, a hospital could be
required to perform gender-transition
procedures such as hysterectomies if the facility
provided that kind of treatment for other
medical conditions.  LGBTQ groups say explicit
protections are crucial for people seeking gender
transition treatment, and even for transgender
people who need care for illnesses such as
diabetes or heart problems.  More than 1.5
million Americans identify as transgender,
according to the Williams Institute at the UCLA
School of Law. A bigger number — 4.5% of the
population— identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgender, according to Gallup.  Professional
groups like the American Medical Association,
along with civil rights organizations, have
supported health care protections for gay and
transgender people

Rest Free and In Peace
Calvin Wayne Cunningham, wrongfully convicted
of a 1979 rape and who was released from
prison May 3 seriously ill with cancer, has died.
Cunningham, 68, was exonerated of the Newport
News rape and burglary convictions as part of
Virginia’s post-conviction DNA testing program.

We, Our, and Us
By Abbas Ahmed, Sussex 2

Everything in life tells us a story,
either of a great fall or a noble glory.
Every man goes through something in life,
from which he intends to live or begins his
demise.
What we learn from it or how we grow,
makes us who we are, not in which skin you’re
born.

Stats as of 5/30/2021
Early released: 1,303 inmates , 2 institutional
hospitals, and 760 VADOC inmates in jail.

Recidivism Rates

website says that the  state of emergency in will be
in place at least through June 30.

Money Facts
At $6.26 a dozen, the face (sneeze) guards that
inmates make have also been purchased by dozens
of state agencies, local governments and jails.
Thus far, this has generated more than $210,000 in
sales, according to Virginia Correctional
Enterprises, a company that pays the inmates 55
cents to 80 cents an hour for the work.

Federal Pardons
The White House is in the process of reviewing
clemency applications (federal prisoners) and it
appears that President Biden, who sees pardon
power as a key to advancing equity, will issue acts
of clemency before the middle of his term instead
of waiting until the end of his term.  As of May 10,
there were 3,211 pardon and 11,804 clemency
petitions (federal facilities) pending according to
the Justice Department.  We hope that states take
a cue from the President and that Governors get
busy with their pens as well.

Juneteenth
Juneteenth commemorates June 19, 1865 when
Union Army general Gordon Granger announced
the end of slavery in Texas. Although Lincoln issued
the Emancipation Proclamation on Jan. 1, 1863, it
took nearly 2½ years for the enforcement of the
proclamation to take effect in Texas, one of the last
states to come under control of the Union Army.
Formerly enslaved people in Galveston, Texas,
celebrated the announcement, with celebrations
that grew throughout the state and then the
nation in the form of Juneteenth.  However, due to
the tepid nature of Lincoln’s proclamation,
Frederick Douglass and other 19th century
abolitionists continued to commemorate Aug. 1
rather than Juneteenth as Emancipation Day. Aug.
1, 1834 was the day that Great Britain put into
effect a much more strongly worded proclamation
that freed all slaves anywhere in the British
Empire. Reconstruction, however promising, was
also brief and was replaced by Jim Crow, the Black
Codes and then the new Jim Crow.  These still
reverberate today and the struggle continues.
Celebrate those that continue to work for change.

Mourning Our Losses
The org, Mourning Our Losses, based in Texas has
a mission to highlight the moral cost of mass
incarceration while honoring the human dignity of
all who die while living or working behind bars,
just as we do.  They offered this information and
action step re Virginia:  Just 4.7% of elderly
prisoners considered between January 2014 and
March 2017 were paroled. In addition to their
limited powers over discretionary release, the
Board makes parole revocation decisions. Based on
unofficial data calculated from the parole board’s
website, the board held 229 parole violation
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at times racist, criminal justice system with these
outrageously long sentences,” Del. Jennifer
Carroll-Foy [Dem] said she “fully supports
reestablishing parole in Virginia. “People are
entitled to second chances and are entitled to
have an independent body review whether or not
they have repented '' Her website states:  “Restore
judicial autonomy and authority by instituting the
full repeal of mandatory minimum sentencing
laws. Move the responsibilities of the Department
of Juvenile Justice to the Secretary of Health &
Human Services in order to prioritize youth
rehabilitation.” State Sen. Jennifer McClellan
[Dem] said if she were elected, she would separate
the pardons process from the parole process and
would “invest in more investigators to address the
backlog of petitions that we have for both.”
McClellan called for a more structured system to
help inmates reenter society.  “The system does
not begin to focus on reentry until, at the earliest,
six months before someone gets out,” she said.
“That’s too late. We need to be starting on a
reentry plan for everyone.” Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax
promised to “dismantle” the “pipeline from school
to prison” and said the total number of prisons
should be reduced.  “When it comes to directing
young people to a criminal justice system for
school misconduct, we are the nation’s number
one state,” he said. “Not even close. We are
almost three times the closest state. ” Delegate
Lee Carter [Dem] From his website:  “Lee
steadfastly opposes the creation of new
mandatory minimum sentences, supports
eliminating all current mandatory minimums,
opposes increasing police presence in schools,
supports legalizing sex work, and has never
accepted contributions from police organizations.”
He supports reinstating parole.
Princess Blanding is running as an independent.
It’s been over two years since her brother,
Marcus-David Peters, died that she has been
advocating for criminal justice reform in Virginia,
“We cannot continue to vote blue and expect that
we’re going to get any results different than what
we have been getting, which is crumbs,” Blanding
said in an interview
McAuliffe has a significant lead over his rivals in
the race for the Democratic nomination for
governor.
Key dates: 6/8/2021:  Democratic primaries for
Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney
General; Last day of in-person absentee voting at
your local registrar's office: Saturday, June 5, 2021
at 5:00 p.m.; General Election is Tuesday,
November 2, 2021;
Registration Deadlines: By Mail: Monday, October
11, 2021 In Person: Monday, October 11, 2021
Gov.Northam announced Tuesday that he has
restored voting rights to more than 69,000 former
felons who have completed their prison sentences
but are still on probation.   Former inmates can
request info on vote restoration by calling  (804)
692-0104.

On May 24, 2021 Gov. Northam said that VA
continued to have one of the lowest recidivism
rates in the country at 23.9%.  This is the 5th
year in a row that the state has had the lowest or
second lowest recidivism rate in the nation.
Data:
Female recidivists were approximately seven
percentage points less likely to recidivate than
males (18.0% vs. 24.8%, respectively). Even
though females are less likely to recidivate than
males, when they do recidivate, they tend to
return with a new SR (state responsible)
incarceration term faster than males. On
average, female recidivists had a new SR
incarceration within 597 days of release
compared to 608 days for male recidivists.
Inmates who were younger at release were more
likely to recidivate and spent fewer days in the
community before returning to DOC custody.
Inmates released between 50 and 59 years had a
recidivism rate of 18.8% compared to 29.9% for
inmates released under 30 years of age. For
recidivists released under 30 years of age, half
had a new SR incarceration within 588 days
compared to 630 days for recidivists released
between the ages of 50 and 59. SR Released
inmates without any prior SR incarcerations and
those who spent time in a DOC facility were less
likely to recidivate and those who did recidivate
spent longer in the community than inmates
with a prior history of SR incarcerations or
inmates who spent their entire SR term in a jail.
Recidivists who spent their entire SR term in a
jail spent, on average, 47 fewer days in the
community before recidivating compared to
recidivists who spent at least some time in a DOC
facility (586 days vs. 633 days, respectively).
Recidivists whose crime type for their most
serious offense was drugs spent, on average, 40
days longer in the community before recidivating
compared to recidivists whose crime type for
their most serious offense was violent (630 days
vs. 590 days, respectively).  Recidivists who
scored “High” on the COMPAS risk of recidivism,
committed a new offense, on average, faster
than recidivists who scored “Medium” or “Low”
risk.  On average, recidivists who scored “High”
committed a new offense within 325 days of
release, followed by those who scored
“Medium” and committed a new offense within
340 days, or those who scored “Low” and
committed a new offense within 369 days.  Half
of the recidivists who scored “Highly Probable”
on the COMPAS substance abuse needs scale
committed a new offense within 306 days of
release compared to 259 days for those who
scored “Unlikely”. This may be due to released
inmates who scored “Highly Probable” receiving
substance abuse treatment in the community,
helping prevent them from committing a new
offense longer.

hearings in 2019 and revoked the parole of 133
people. In 2020, the board held 160 parole
violation hearings and revoked the parole of 92
people. While this decrease in parole revocations
is welcome progress, the rate with which the
board granted revocations at violation hearings
were essentially the same during both years —
58%.  Take action and call the Virginia Parole Board
(804) 674-3081 or email the Board at
https://vpb.virginia.gov/contact/
You can also write to the Board at Virginia Parole
Board , 6900 Atmore Drive Richmond, VA 23225
Reinstate parole for all!  Everyone deserves a
second chance.  Support community based and
therapeutic alternatives to incarceration!
The organization’s mailing address is:
C/O Texas After Violence Project. PO Box 15005.
Austin, TX 78761

A Poem
By Kathy Jackson V.C.C.W.

Knowledge is my strength.
Reason is my faith.
Love is my foundation.
Enthusiasm is my enemy.
Remembrance is my friend.
Fairness is my trouble.
Sorrow is my companion.
Science is my weapon.
Patience is my mantle.
Contentment is my glory.
Poverty is my pride.
Devotion is my art.
Determination and Conviction is my power.
Truth is my redeemer.
Obedience suffices me.
Character is my struggle.
Pleasure is my prayer.

Sending Wishes for Health and Healing
Mumia Abu-Jamal, a political prisoner imprisoned
since 1981, underwent successful heart surgery on
April 22 after being diagnosed with Covid-19 and
congestive heart failure.  Sending support and
wishes for health and healing to all who have
suffered from covid-19.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The monthly newsletter is published by the
Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063   Have a poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them! Please note: we are not
lawyers.   Thanks to all who send stamps! We are
humbled and grateful.  We publish inmate writings
when we have room to do so and appreciate all
submissions.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que
te gustaría publicar? ¡Mándanoslas!
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