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Plan de liberación anticipada y restricciones de

COVID
El 16 de junio, la VADOC envió un comunicado de
prensa diciendo que la autoridad de
Departamento para liberar a las personas antes de
tiempo terminará a la medianoche del 1 de
julio de 2021, como se especifica en la enmienda
presupuestaria. Con el plan implementado, la
población carcelaria estatal disminuyó y el
promedio de la población reclusa diaria fue 23,897
a fines de abril. Por esa fecha, de los 2,114 presos
responsables del estado han sido liberados
anticipadamente, 1,326 han sido liberados de las
instalaciones del DOC y 788 de las cárceles
locales. Además, con el aumento de las tasas de
vacunación y la disminución de los casos de
COVID, el DOC pronto podrá permitir que los
visitantes regresen a sus instalaciones. VADOC
está planificando una apertura gradual a los
visitantes, continuando con las pautas de los CDC
para entornos donde se congrega mucha gente. El
Departamento también declaró que se siguen
requiriendo mascarillas en entornos donde se
congrega mucha gente, incluidas las instalaciones
correccionales.

Nueva recomendación de la Junta de Libertad
Condicional

Un nuevo estudio de la Junta de Libertad
Condicional de Virginia incluye recomendaciones
para duplicar su tamaño, agregar personal y
operar con más transparencia. El informe final del
Proyecto de Representación de Libertad
Condicional de la Facultad de Derecho de la
Universidad de Washington & Lee; “Libertad
condicional en Virginia, 2021”, apoya el sistema de
libertad condicional y aboga por su expansión.
Más del 10% (2.574) de los aproximadamente
24.000 reclusos del estado son actualmente
elegibles para la libertad condicional, según
VADOC. Los críticos republicanos de la Junta de
Libertad Condicional citaron la liberación de
Martin, así como otras liberaciones de asesinos
convictos, y pidieron más transparencia y una
revisión de la Junta. Los demócratas financiaron un
informe y no encontraron interferencia
política inapropiada por parte de la administración
del gobernador en el caso de Martin y dijeron
que las conclusiones de la OSIG probablemente
estaban influenciadas por el “sesgo aparente”del
investigador principal. Donde ambas partes
coinciden es en que tiene que haber más
transparencia en las decisiones tomadas por la
junta de libertad condicional.

Mandatory Minimum Bills
In the last General Assembly, both mandatory
minimum bills failed as the House and Senate
could not reach agreement.  The Senate version of
the bill, sponsored by Sen. Edwards [D], called for
ending all mandatory minimum sentences in state
law, except for the life term for killing a law
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Temps Rising
It was only in May 2021 that Texas lawmakers
voted to put air conditioning in their state
prisons within 7 years.  In Texas, 70% of the
state’s nearly 100 prison facilities do not have air
conditioning in living areas. Some areas, like
administrative offices and infirmaries, however,
did. In VA, inmates and CCAP probationers in
facilities have air conditioning  but 23% are
without it. The Department’s current installation
focus includes three facilities -- Haynesville
Correctional Unit 17 is finishing a $.5 million
installation; in July, Marion Correctional
Treatment Center will begin a $5.3 million
installation; in the fall, Halifax Correctional Unit
23 is slated to begin a $1 million project;  and in
the fall of 2022, Wise Correctional Unit 18 is
scheduled to start a $.45 million project.  The
VADOC plans to monitor the availability of
capital improvement funds in SFY 2022-2023 and
hopes to address heat related renovations in
additional facilities.  VADOC said: “In the past
year, the Department has spent more than $2.16
million to keep its facilities and the people inside
them cool. Floor fans, ceiling fans, water, ice
machines and bagged ice made up the bulk of
heat-related purchases.”  Yohannes Shakem
(Nottoway) recently wrote:   “When power
outages strike, these cells become hot like
ovens” and added “local government officials
and the media [have] to get something done
asap!”   If the earth warms at rates predicted
by some studies, the oceans will rise for two
main reasons - the expansion of the existing
water as it heats, and the addition of even more
water as the ice melts off the land at Antarctica.
Sea level rise will affect primarily the eastern
edge of Virginia, while changes in
rainfall/temperature will affect the entire state.
Write legislators now to make sure the funding is
available in the budget and that inmates get
appropriate care (additional fans, portable AC,
extra ice etc.) when the temperatures rise in
facilities without AC or when electricity goes off
in facilities.   Delegate Torian Luke is on the
House Appropriations committee:  4222 Fortuna
Plaza, Suite 659 Dumfries, VA 22025 and Senator
Saslaw is on the senate appropriations
committee:   P.O. Box 1856, Springfield, Virginia
22151-0856.  You can also write to the Governor
at:  Office of the Governor P.O. Box 1475.
Richmond, VA 23218.

New Parole Board Recommendation
A new study of the Virginia Parole Board
recommends doubling its size, adding staff and
operating with more transparency.   The
Washington & Lee University School of Law’s
Parole Representation Project's final report,
"Parole in Virginia, 2021," supports
strengthening the parole process and advocates
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Early Release Plan & Covid Restrictions
On June 16th, the VADOC announced  that the
Department's authority to release individuals early
will end at midnight on July 1, 2021, as specified in
the budget amendment.  In addition, with
vaccination rates rising and COVID cases falling,
the DOC will soon be able to allow visitors back
into its facilities. VADOC is planning a phased-in
opening to visitors, continuing to follow CDC
guidance for congregate settings.  The Department
also stated that face masks continue to be required
in congregate settings, including correctional
facilities.

I Need To Know
By Sylvester Thomas, Sussex 2

When does a boy become a man?
Is it when he defeats or slays a man, or is it when
he extends or raises his hand, not to fight, not to
strike
but to use his strength and might to help, to lift
another above himself.
Tell me… when does a boy become a man?
When completely he puts away his childish ways,
No trace of youth when with his child to play,
When he no longer smiles or gives a hug
or lack of compassion is fashioned with the word
“tough”being before the word “love”?
Or when he sells drugs, robs and steals,
got the latest cards, clothes
and wads of hundred dollar bills.
Or is it when his faith in God, hard work,
I’m talking nine to five, or even two jobs
sometimes,just trying to survive?
Tell me… when does a boy become a man?
Is it when he guides the blind and shields the
weak,
takes his time to think before he speaks,
love others as he loves himself, or when he
stands strong as a protector and builder
Even in the face of death?
Tell me… someone please tell me…
When does a boy become a man?
This I need to know, I need to understand.

The Burden Is Our Reality.
D.Ray Thomas, RNCC

The last few years of legislative sessions have
allowed me to reflect on many ideas and thought
patterns, those of my own and others. With the
presentation of every bill you notice the surge of
enthusiasm with anticipation of what could be, the
possibilities seem endless. However, with the
failure or limitations placed on each piece of
legislation the enthusiasm wanes and defeatism
becomes the ethos. What once appeared to be
support for the community activists and
organizations that fight our cause quickly turns to
criticism of their efforts.   I've always been
troubled by this.  With every criticism or critique of
the activist's motives and efforts the prisoner must
first question their own. How diligent are you in
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enforcement officer. More than 10,000 state
prisoners could have gotten new sentences had
the Senate measure passed  The House version of
the bill, sponsored by Del. Mullin [D], would have
scrapped mandatory minimums on a much shorter
list of charges — drug crimes, habitual offender
and a few more — but left them intact for most.
Mullin argued that  he didn’t have enough support
in the House to do away with all of the minimums,
leading him to focus on the drug laws.  Morrissey
made a late proposal to work out a compromise
that would have removed some DUI offenses,
some rape and child pornography crimes, and
carrying a gun as a violent felon, among others,
from the list of crimes carrying mandatory
minimum sentences.  In the end, however, the two
sides could not come together.  Hassan Shabazz
(Augusta) noted that “this bill, which would have
been a true victory in the fight to end mass
incarceration, was left on the table along with a
grand opportunity to crush one of the pillars of
Truth In Sentencing (TIS) [The other two are
Abolishment of Parole, and the infamous 85%
law].  He  further added, “ I am one of those as I
received 13 years on mandatory minimums for
three use of a firearm charges which very well
could have been run concurrently, but, the judge
thought that he was required to issue the
mandatory minimum on each one. The amended
bill would have allowed for me and many others to
petition the court to suspend the unserved
portion, place me on probation for such time as
the court may determine, or modify the sentence”.
Senator Edwards said he will reintroduce the bill in
2022. Send your thoughts to: Senator Edwards,
P.O. Box 1179, Roanoke, VA 24006-1179; Delegate
Mullin, 566 Denbigh Boulevard, Suite C, Newport
News, VA 23608 Senator Morrissey,  701 German
School Road, Richmond, VA 23225

New Right of Appeal for Civil and Criminal
Litigants - More Details

Virginia had been the only state in the country
without a right of appeal from civil judgments and
criminal convictions.  Recently, the Governor
signed into law what is perhaps the most
consequential piece of legislation affecting the
state’s legal system in years.  With SB1261,
effective Jan. 1, 2022, nearly all civil litigants and
criminal defendants will have a right to a full
appeal before the Court of Appeals of any final
circuit court decision, without having to request
permission.  The appeal procedure will include full
briefing and, if granted, oral argument, and will
culminate in a written opinion or order from the
court. Dissatisfied litigants, with limited
exceptions, can still pursue a petition to the
Supreme Court for additional review.of appeal for
most litigants, civil and criminal.  The Supreme
Court still retains original jurisdiction over certain
issues, including Virginia State Bar disciplinary
rulings, State Corporation Commission rulings and
writs of habeas corpus. Other areas, such as
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for its expansion.   More than 10% - 2,574 of the
state's 24,000 or so inmates are currently
parole-eligible, according to VADOC.  Republcan
critics of the Parole Board cited the Martin
release, as well as other releases of convicted
murderers, and called for more transparency and
an overhaul of the Board.  Democrats funded a
report and found no inappropriate political
interference by the governor’s administration in
the Martin case and said that the OSIG's
conclusions likely were influenced by the lead
investigator's "apparent bias."  Where both sides
concur is that there has to be more transparency
in the decisions made by the parole board.

Push For More Good Time
By Sarah, Advocate VA

From (Advocate VA):  “At the 2020 Special
Assembly the Good Time Bill was passed, which
excluded all those with felony robbery
convictions from being eligible.  When robbery
was excluded, it was mainly due to an inability of
legislators to see past the robbery felony charges
which encompassed murder or serious bodily
harm. However, following Jan.  21, 2021 Robbery
classified under code section 18.2-58 was broken
down into four individual class felonies ranging
from a class 2 felony, being the most  severe, to a
class 6. We have begun a  push for House
Delegates to amend the current legislation to
add those individual Section Codes as it relates
to the newly implemented Class 3, 5, and 6
felony robbery offenses. This would mean that if
brought to the floor and passed, all those with
Class 3, 5 and 6 robbery felony convictions
would be made eligible under the stipulations of
HB5148 and would be able to earn credit
retroactively towards sentence reduction, as
they would no longer be classified under the
lengthy list of exclusions.  We  contacted
Delegate Simonds, who expressed support by
not only agreeing with the proposed legislation
but also by  committing to a Yes vote should an
amendment make it to the House Floor. Under
her guidance we also sent letters to Delegates
Charniele Herring & Michael Mullin, with the
addition of Delegate Don Scott, Delegate Betsy
Carr and Delegate Kaye Kory who were the
Chief-Patron and Chief Co-Patrons of the Good
Time Bill. We urge you, your friends and your
family to write to these delegates and request
that they champion a bill to assign individual
section codes to Class 3, 5 & 6 robbery felony
convictions. With the next Session coming up,
the time is now  to advocate for this change.  We
believe that a good time bill should be all
inclusive, & this amendment has the ability to
clear the way for further amendments &
inclusions over time. Download the form,add
date,name/address/email & send!
Form:https://advocateva.wixsite.com/advocatev
a/post/formletter
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educating yourself on the issues? How much of
your time and finances is used in a way that
advances our ability to assist the "conscious
minority" in showcasing our causes?  To be critical,
we've allowed our failure to work towards our own
interest to somehow become  the failure of those
who support us, this is not the right mentality.
Whether we win or lose is not the basis of our
success. Our success begins with the true
understanding that "the burden is our
reality."James Baldwin once proclaimed "We are
capable of bearing a great burden, once We
discover that the burden is reality and arrives
where reality is."  The fight for more substantive
prison reform is not going to be easy and for us
"the prisoners of conscience" there are no days off.
Just as the Men and Women on the outside
sacrifice their time and effort we must count the
costs of our own sacrifices or "lack thereof."   Our
reality is rooted in the burden, our striving is
rooted in the burden. The burden for us is the
reconciliation of our criminal misdeeds coupled
with the recognition that we must see things as
they are, yet accept responsibility for changing
them. As Theodore Roosevelt said we  must be
"the man in the arena." "Who knows the great
enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends
himself in a worthy cause;who if he wins,knows
the triumph of high achievement; and who, if he
fails, at least fails while daring greatly."  In our
discontent let us be encouraged to advance our
education without the requisite education. We are
only complaining and that solves nothing.How can
we expect to articulate a solution to a cause that
We don't understand? Moreover, how do we
expect our advocates to accept our assistance if
we are truly incapable of offering any because we
cannot provide solutions to a matter that we lack
knowledge of?  Meet the burden with an academic
ferocity, this will allow us to make the reality of our
situation a reality to more of the "conscious
majority."  Knowledge is Power

Independent Oversight Bill 2022
In the last session, the House and Senate
independent ombudsman bill failed.  Delegate
Hope said, “Of all the different states, we have no
oversight – independent or otherwise.  It could be
an ombudsman.  It could be an inspector general.
It could be just a board.  We don’t have any of
that. We need to do something here to take a look
at what’s going on inside the prisons and  can
make recommendations.  He proposed the
creation of an office to investigate that  was
modeled after a program that cost Washington
State about $1.5 million.  Lawmakers supported
the idea but the DOC estimated it would cost the
state $11 million.  “What happens,'' said Hope, “ is
that we have a Department of Planning and
Budget, and they do this for any bill that they
believe will have a fiscal impact.  They go to the
agency that will be impacted, and so they relied on
the Department of Corrections.”  Faced with the
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Interlocutory appeals and petitions for the
restoration of firearm rights, are left without an
appeal of right. Additionally, the Commonwealth
does not have a right of appeal from rulings in
criminal prosecutions; prosecutors will still be
required to petition the Court of Appeals for
permission to have an appeal heard on the merits.
Many administrative changes will accompany this
expansion of the Court of Appeals jurisdiction.
Given what is likely to be an enormous increase in
the court’s caseload, the new legislation provides
for an expansion from 11 to 17 judges.  The panels
will continue to be randomized and not based on
region.  The Supreme Court is tasked with
promulgating new rules by Jan, 1, 2022, to
accommodate these changes.  Other changes
include:   the Court of Appeals will have greater
discretion to dispense with oral argument if it
believes an appeal is without merit or the issues
have been decided previously and the petitioner
has not argued for a change in such precedent.
This is similar to the discretion afforded to federal
appellate courts. The legislation also provides a
mechanism to avoid having to create an appendix
of the trial court record in some circumstances.
Further, the legislation encourages the use of
electronic filing using the VA  Appellate Courts
Electronic System instead of paper filing.  This bill
was introduced by Senator John Edwards [D]:   PO.
Box 1179, Roanoke, VA 24006-1179

Fix The Flawed First Step Act
On 6/14/2021 the Supreme Court unanimously
held that people convicted of certain low-level
crack cocaine offenses are not eligible for
resentencing under the First Step Act, a
sentencing reform bill passed in 2018 with
bipartisan support   The problem goes back to the
unscientific assumption that crack cocaine was far
more dangerous than powder cocaine, even
though it is the same drug.  This created a
sentencing scheme in which someone would have
to possess 100 grams of powder cocaine to receive
the sentence that someone with one gram of
crack cocaine could receive.   Bills to fix this
disparity were introduced almost every year from
1993 to 2009. In 2010, Congress tried to address
the problem — but they only reduced, but  did not
eliminate, the disparity.  Now, eight years later, in
trying to correct that error, they inadvertently left
a loophole that continues to deny relief to some
people.  Urge Congress to pass the  S. 79 EQUAL
Act which was recently introduced by Senator
Cory  Booker [D], to end the disparity and make it
retroactive.   Note:  When a state law is in direct
conflict with federal law, the federal law prevails.
Contact VA representatives: Congressman Bobby
Scott, 2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515; Congresswoman Jennifer
Wexton, 1217 Longworth HOB, Washington, DC
20515; Congressman Donald McEachin 314
Cannon House Office Building Washington, DC
20515.

Sign the petition: http://chng.it/QzWFnFpRzT
Or write to: Delegate Shelly Simonds, P.O. Box
1952, Newport News, VA 23601; Delegate
Charniele Herring, P.O. Box 11779 Alexandria, VA
22312; The Honorable Betsy Carr PO Box 406,
Richmond, VA  23218; Delegate Kaye Kory, 6505
Waterway Drive, Falls Church, VA 22044;
Delegate Michael Mullin, 566 Denbigh
Boulevard, Suite C Newport News, VA 23608

Stats
In May there were 21 parole grants which
included 3 geriatric, 11 regular parole, 2 board
review, 5 dual (so combination of
geriatric/Fishback or juvenile)

Sentencing Guidelines Changed
Defendants who provide substantial assistance
to police/prosecutors, accept responsibility for
their crimes and express sincere remorse could
receive sentence reductions that are more
standardized under the new sentencing
guidelines that become law on July 1. Some
prosecutors are wary of this change but many
defense attorneys claim it creates more fairness.
Judges will have more latitude in how they
sentence a defendant if the offender meets one
of the criteria that could result in a reduction in
prison time.  If so, the judge can check a box on
the offender's sentencing guidelines report. That
will automatically drop the lower end of a
defendant's recommended sentence to zero —
meaning no prison time — in cases where the
lower end of punishment would otherwise have
been three years of incarceration or less.  The
midpoint and high end of the sentencing
guidelines range would remain unchanged.If the
low end of a defendant's recommended
sentence was calculated at three or more years
in prison, the low end of the guidelines range
would be reduced by 50 percent.  The VA
Criminal Sentencing Commission looked at cases
during a 5 year period in which judges, when
departing from the guidelines, cited the
defendant's substantial assistance, acceptance of
responsibility or expression of remorse. The
commission identified 1,428 sentencing events
in which judges departed downward from the
guidelines for one of those three reasons.
Those cases represented 1% to 2% of all cases in
VA during the study period of  2016-2020, but
accounted for about 13% of all cases in which
judges departed below the guidelines.

Stress & Advocacy
In 2020, 83% of Americans reported a significant
source of stress, the highest ever reported.
Advocates for justice & inclusion are particularly
susceptible to increased levels of anxiety as they
take on other people's experiences as empathetic
allies and often without pausing to consider
personal costs.  To all advocates:  take care of
yourselves.  It is so important.  We love you all.

prospect of an expensive program for prisoners,
legislative committees killed the bills. Lawmakers
agreed to sit down with the DOC & figure out what
oversight would really cost.  Hope said he would
bring back a proposal in 2022.

Rally!
Spread the word  -- “Parole In VA Now” rally
Saturday, August 14, 2021, 11am to 4pm
Byrd park, Richmond, VA.  Sponsored by Freedom
Over Everything. Additional info forthcoming.

Unchecked
Gov. Northam recently signed legislation that
removes the criminal record checkbox from most
Virginia-based colleges and universities. The
legislation takes effect Jan. 1., 2022, and has a
special carve-out for Virginia Military Institute and
for post-graduate law school programs.  Northam
said:  "That box has been used to reject people
from schools or jobs before they could even get
their foot in the door." He continued saying that
the bill was "all about second chances”.  The box
was required to be checked no matter the level of
the criminal record, even covering traffic
infractions. The legislation's supporters said the
checkbox often scared potential students who
feared X-ing it would lead to immediate dismissal
from consideration or not X-ing it would prompt
extra scrutiny of their application  The legislation
does not completely take away criminal
background checks, but it does push them further
down the selection and acceptance process. That
improves applicants' chances of making it past the
first round and provides an avenue for them to
explain in detail just what that history included.

Virginia General Assembly
The regular ViA General Assembly starts on Jan.
12, 2022.  This is the time to push legislators on
issues.   There will be a special session, for the first
time in over a year, on Aug. 2, 2021.   Lawmakers
will appoint judges to fill vacancies and figure out
how to allocate more than $4.3 billion in federal
coronavirus relief aid.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The monthly newsletter is published by the
Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063   Have a poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them! Please note: we are not
lawyers.   Thanks to all who send stamps! We are
humbled and grateful.  We publish inmate writings
when we have room to do so and appreciate all
submissions.
Please note:  we are not lawyers.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que
te gustaría publicar? ¡Mándanoslas!
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