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(español)
Vacunas del personal

El 5 de agosto, el Gobernador Northam mandó un
directivo que los empleados del estado estarán
requeridos mostrar evidencia de una vacuna de
COVID-19 antes del 1 de Sept. o hacerse una
prueba semanal. De acuerdo con la administración
del VADOC con respeto a nuestra consulta,
“VADOC está consciente de la directiva ejecutiva
número dieciocho del Gobernador mandando
agencias a hacerse pruebas semanales de
COVID-19 para todos los empleados que no son
totalmente vacunados o que niegan revelar su
estatus de vacunación, efectivo el 1 de septiembre
de 2021. Estamos trabajando con el Departamento
de Salud de Virginia, el Departamento del Manejo
de Recursos Humanos de Virginia, y la oficina del
Procurador General para cumplir con este
requisito e información adicional será
proporcionado antes de la fecha de
implementación.”

Staff Vaccinations
On August 5, Governor Northam sent out a
directive that state employees will be required to
show proof of a COVID-19 vaccine by Sept. 1 or be
tested weekly.  According to the VADOC admin
regarding our inquiry, “VADOC is aware of the
Governor's Executive Directive Number Eighteen
(2021) calling on agencies to undergo weekly
COVID-19 testing for all state employees who are
not fully vaccinated or who refuse to disclose their
vaccine status, effective September 1, 2021. We
are working with the Virginia Department of
Health, the Virginia Department of Human
Resource Management, and the Office of the
Attorney General to accomplish this requirement
and additional information will be provided before
the implementation date.”

Tlaxihuiqui, Listen Up!
In the Territorial Correctional Facility (Cañon City,
Colorado) seven incarcerated men including
several serving life sentences, Native American
and Black artists, a queer Jewish man, and a
musician convicted of five counts of murder made
an album.  Tlaxihuiqui means “the calling of the
spirits' in the Uto-Aztecan language of Nahuatl.
Facilitated by Die Jim Crow Records, the first
non-profit record label for currently and formerly
incarcerated artists in US history, Tlaxihuiqui
incorporates their live experiences with
indigenous Nahuatl chant, blues, and hip hop
Recorded in 2018, it took more than three years to
get out to the public due to bureaucracy and the
delays brought on by the pandemic but they did it.
Note: Die Jim Crow is a nonprofit organization
based in Brooklyn.   They do not accept unsolicited
submissions from artists who have been or are
currently in prison.  They say that for formerly
incarcerated Artists, they contact them directly.
However, the bulk of their Artists are currently
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La imaginación es libertad
Si tiene un poema o ensayo que le gustaría
publicar en la próxima revista en línea en
colaboración con la Coalición por la Justicia y el
Centro de Humanidades de Virginia Tech, puede
enviarlo en español o en inglés.
Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063

Places
Khem Sharaausar (Greensville)

In places like prison, men convince themselves to
exist in a reality not relative to their true nature.
These men create alternate worlds which they
think helps them as it hurts them to deal with
the totality of an abnormal system.  Prison takes
away the goodness of some and provides others
with the time to rectify and transcend beyond
the abnormal conditions, which causes other
men to behave somewhat animalistic.
Yet, conformity to delinquency that develops
into inhuman considerations only subdues their
humanity as they become other than what they
could be.
In places like prison, men find the best suitable
way to survive against the abnormal domain that
they’ve been placed in.  They reach for higher
ground, for stability, for truth and balance.  They
learn to love themselves, to release themselves
so that they can be free to be better.
In places like prison, men prey on other men
because of their own inadequacies and they look
for vulnerability in others to support their
weaknesses.  This is how they survive, thinking
that they are stronger, but they are not.
In places like prison, education is a medium to
raise the level of competency, the level of
survival, a place to look beyond where you are, a
place to see that there is somewhere else you’ve
never been before.  In places like prison.

Sending Strength, Support and Healing
Keep human rights activist BeKura Shabazz in
your thoughts as she goes through the arduous
process of recovery after a difficult hospital stay
from Covid-19

The Virginia State Law Library
From their website:
As an integral unit of the Virginia Supreme Court,
the Virginia State Law Library seeks to provide
the highest quality customer-oriented library
service that will contribute to the mission of the
Supreme Court of Virginia, the Court of Appeals
of Virginia and the legal community. The Virginia
State Law Library is a reference collection serving
the research needs of the justices of the
Supreme Court of Virginia and their staff, the
judges of the Virginia Court of Appeals and their
staff, the office of the Governor, members of the
General Assembly, judges of other courts, and
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Native American Prisoner Advocacy
In North Dakota, a new partnership between the
state’s Department of Corrections and a grassroots
organization led by formerly incarcerated Chicano
and Indigenous leaders, as well as the Vera
Institute of Justice, plans to transform the prison
system upholding the principle of dignity.  Later
this year, Restoring Promise is planning to pilot a
unit at North Dakota State Penitentiary, which will
inform how the state plans to reform its entire
system. Changes could range from reinventing
solitary confinement cells into bright and open
living quarters, training staff in cultural awareness
and historic trauma, mentoring youth workshops
led by formerly incarcerated people of color, and
softening policy to allow inmates agency to
perform basic human tasks, like turning off and on
lights in their rooms and allowing visiting family
into their rooms.  Native American in North Dakota
are 4.7 times as likely to be incarcerated than their
white counterparts, according to statistics from the
North Dakota Dept. of Corrections and
Rehabilitation (DOCR)  Despite making up 6%  of
the total state population, Indigenous North
Dakotans make up 20%  of the population
sentenced to time. Black North Dakotans are
incarcerated 4.1 times more than their white
counterparts.  In an effort to begin healing a
broken system, DOCR’s previous director asked for
help from Restoring Promise, an initiative led by
two organizations: MILPA, a Native-led nonprofit
focused on racial justice in the prison system, and
the Vera Institute of Justice with a mission to end
the overcriminalization and mass incarceration of
people of color.   “It's much more than just
providing humanity by way of programs. It's more
of a cultural shift,” said North Dakota project lead
and Senior Program Associate at Vera, Clinique
Chapman. “What happens inside of the prison
should be about restoration and healing.”  The
initiative was inspired by Germany, where prison
life is centered on rehabilitation, resocialization,
and reentry.  The Restoring Promise group heard
from inmates that there was a strong need  for
access to cultural healing, to grow community
engagement and connection with local tribes, and
to eliminate solitary confinement.  The state has
already begun work to reduce solitary confinement
and administrative segregation, a process that
Restoring Promise will build on.  The group has
worked to transform prison systems in Colorado,
Connecticut, Idaho, Massachusetts and South
Carolina.  In Connecticut, they transformed a
former solitary confinement wing into a new living
space for 18 to 25 year olds, and converted former
cells to community spaces for learning, meditation,
and conflict resolution. They also retrained staff
and mentors, and created a new daily schedule,
accountability model, and family engagement plan.
Milpa Collective:  339 Melody Lane Salinas, CA
93901.  Restoring Promise:
https://restoringpromise.vera.org/contact

Visitation Pilot Sites
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incarcerated, and in these cases, access to a prison
always comes first. Once access is granted, they
identify Project Directors within the facility.
Note from CFJ:  The album is on Spotify.   I’ve
listened to it, it’s great.  What a wonderful idea!
Time to lobby for access into our state prisons.

Unbroken
Joshua Blair, Red Onion

They throw things at me
To see if I will break or crack.
I see failure is on full attack.
But now all failure sees is my back
because I’m moving along to success
striving till there is nothing left.
Keep going, no need to rest.
They said I was good but I need to be the best.
Slip, trip, maybe fall, but quitting, not at all!
They came by and thought I was over,
But they found me strong, standing tall
After enduring it all.

Upcoming Dates/General Assembly Info.
The next regular General Assembly begins on
January 12, 2022.  Prefiling begins on November
15th.  Prefiling ends at 10:00 a.m, January 12.  The
Virginia legislature, known as the General
Assembly, consists of the Senate and the House of
Delegates. This branch of government makes and
changes the laws of the Commonwealth of
Virginia. There are 140 legislators - 40 Senators
and 100 Delegates. Senators serve four-year terms
and Delegates serve two-year terms. The General
Assembly convenes each year on the second
Wednesday in January. In even-numbered years,
the session is held for 60 days. In odd-numbered
years, the session is held for 30 days (although
frequently extended to 45 days). The General
Assembly reconvenes on the sixth Wednesday
after adjournment of the regular session for the
purpose of considering the Governor's
recommendations and vetoed legislation. Bills that
become law at a regular session are effective the
first day of July following adjournment of that
session unless otherwise specified.

Harold Clarke Reported
Addressing the issue of staff retention and
recruitment, Harold Clarke is asking the General
Assembly to increase starting salaries for
correctional officers from $35,000 to $44,000
annually. The plan includes a raise for entry level
probation and parole officers from a little under
$40,000 to $45,000 annually.  To do so, it would
cost the state 75 million dollars.  Several Delegates
and advocates argue that geriatric, compassionate
release, parole, and pardon would cost a lot less.
Write the Governor:  Office of the Governor P.O.
Box 1475. Richmond, VA 23218.

Stats
July 2021: 5 regular parole grants.  As of 8/26/21:
Inmates:  35 covid cases, 1 hospitalization.  Staff:
92 cases.  All inmate cases are at Keen Mountain.

practicing attorneys in good standing.  While
library staff members do respond to telephone,
mail and e-mail requests received from all those
who inquire, the library proper is not open to the
general public.
(We called and they confirmed, they do respond
to requests for information from prisoners.)
Contact:  State Law Library, 2nd floor, 100 N. 9th
St., Richmond, VA  2321

Sistas in Prison Reform
Their work is focused on VA  and their website
says:
“The Sistas in Prison Reform is a group formed
by three women who believe in redemption,
rehabilitation, and remorse. They believe that
individuals who have served lengthy sentences
deserve a second chance. Past mistakes should
not define their future lives.  Our goal is to raise
awareness of those people behind the walls. We
want to change the stigma behind those
impacted by more serious offenses. We believe
they deserve the right to be reaffirmed in society
as productive citizens. More importantly, we are
fighting to change the criminal justice system to
bring our loved ones home.”
These womenL
1. Advocate for legislation that affords
opportunity to people behind the walls who
have been sentenced excessively (15+ years) for
serious offenses, due to the tough on crime era
(in the 90’s)  This includes, but is not limited to:
parole, re-sentencing, earned sentence and good
time credits, policy and Virginia code updates,
oversight of the DOC, and other legislation that
allows for a more fair criminal justice system.
2. Humanize our loved ones and other’s loved
ones by erasing the stigma caused by fear
mongering and dehumanizing terms and
behavior
3. Tell stories and give names and faces to the
men society (lawmakers etc) have cancelled out
and dismissed
They do not have a mailing address but their
website is:  https://sistasinprisonreform.com/

How A Bill Becomes A Law
It is a long process.
Bills may originate in either the Senate or the House
of Delegates.  A Senator or Delegate, as requested
by constituents, prepares to introduce legislation.
The Senator or Delegate then explains exactly the
proposal he/she has in mind to a staff attorney in
the Division of Legislative Services. A staff attorney
checks existing law and the constitutionality of the
proposed legislation.
The bill is then drafted by the Division of Legislative
Services. Draft copies of the bill are made and
delivered to the Senator or Delegate.  The member
signs his/her name on the bill and introduces it by
laying the original and duplicate copies on the desk
of the Clerk (of the Senate or of the House of
Delegates).  The bill is ordered printed and referred
by the Senate Clerk or the House Speaker to the
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Pilot sites opening as of September 1 for family
visitation are St. Brides Correctional Center,
Greensville Correctional Center, Caroline
Correctional Unit, Buckingham Correctional Center,
Fluvanna Correctional Center for Women,
Nottoway Work Center, Green Rock Correctional
Center, Keen Mountain Correctional Center, and
Patrick Henry Correctional Unit.
Visitors age 12 and over are required to take a
self-administered (or guardian-administered)
COVID-19 rapid antigen test and must receive a
negative test result in order to visit an inmate or
Community Corrections Alternative Program
(CCAP) probationer in person.

History Making Center
Virginia State University will soon have the
country’s first Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCU) Center for Policing Leadership
and Social Justice. Known as “The Center,” the
newly established initiative will further allow VSU
and the surrounding communities to address the
critical divide between law enforcement and
communities of color. The Policing Leadership Task
Force was organized by Dr. Zoe Spencer, VSU
Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice.”

40 Strong
“40 Strong” is a group of forty incarcerated men
and women in the VADOC with a mission to bring
back parole for all and the 85% law.  In addition,
they provide insight into prisoner lives and great
articles.  They recently highlighted an initiative
from The Unity Group -- the The Unity Group
Writers Club.  If you are a poet or have spoken
word that you can put into writing, send them your
entry and hopefully it will make the book “50 Dope
Poems Book”.  The topics can range from prison,
family, life, and other subjects.  Send your
submissions to:  The Unity Group Publishing
PO Box 1196, Waldorf, MD  20604.

From RIHD Regarding Fishback Inmates
A message from RIHD (Resource Information Help
for the Disadvantaged & Disenfranchised).  Today,
a speculative 33 incarcerated of an estimated 500
have been released under the “Fishback Parole'' --
far less than hoped. RIHD has hundreds of
Fishback parole file cases/applications dating back
to 2009. We want to continue to stay in touch with
those that remain incarcerated, as well as close
out all those released under Fishback parole.
RIHD's goal is to ensure releases for all Fishback
parole eligibles. RIHD's current campaign
continues to focus on correcting key sentence
guidelines of the past that remain uncorrected
that affect thousands of people currently in
Virginia state prisons.  Have your outside people
sign the  Petition for  Sentencing guidelines
reform:  https://tinyurl.com/sn7ynrrd
Though there are many legislative uncertainties,
RIHD remains undaunted.

For Your Outside People
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Get Involved
The movement to end Solitary Confinement in VA
continues to grow. Advocates and legislators are
finalizing a bill that will not only end long term
solitary confinement in VA but also keep certain
vulnerable people from ever experiencing this.  If
you want to help end Solitary Confinement and
have spent time in solitary within the last year or
have a loved one who has-- the story must be told.
The org wants to have as many accounts of the
impact of Solitary Confinement on both the
person incarcerated and their loved ones on the
outside.  Email them to: Natasha White
Nwhite@interfaithactionhr.org
Or mail them to: Interfaith Action for Human
Rights P.O. Box 55802, Washington, D.C. 20040

My Li’l Sis AV
By Eric Morris (Lawrenceville)

Lil’ Sis, I decided to reach out to you through
this poem.  I don’t know what I did to you
to leave me heartbroken and torn,
I know I’ve been incarcerated for so many years.
and you not being in my life
brings me so many tears.
I know when I was home, we was in two
different lanes, but as a sister, I wish you would
have reached out so I could feel your pain.
We don’t have a relationship at all.
To the point where I can’t even
pick up the phone to call.
When I hear people begin to talk about their sister,
I shy away,
because I don’t have nothing to say.
Don’t get it wrong, I love you to death.
I will die for you and if I’m lying,
God can take my breath.
I don’t want to force you in my life cause
that’s not right.
I just had to get this off my chest
so I can sleep at night.
You, my sister, I will always have your back.
When I come home and you need help,
I will be there to pick up the slack.
I will never forget what ma told me
when she was fighting for her life,
she said, Eric, I love you
and watch over your sister and from that day on,
when it comes to you,
It’s nothing I won’t do.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The monthly newsletter is published by the Coalition
for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063   Have
a poem or thought you’d like published?  Send them!
Please note: we are not lawyers.  Thanks to all who
send stamps -- We are humbled and grateful.  We
publish inmate writings when we have room to do so
and appreciate all submissions.
español :  No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los
presos con sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento
¡Ahora tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que te
gustaría publicar? ¡Mándanoslas!

appropriate Standing Committee. (The Senate has
11 Standing Committees and the House of
Delegates has 14 Standing Committees.)  The
members of the Committee - in public session -
study, discuss, and vote on the bill.  The Committee
then reports (“approves”) the bill, which does not
mean it is a law, with or without amendments, to
the originating body (Senate or House of
Delegates).  The Constitution, within
Article IV, Section 11, requires that every bill have
three readings on three calendar days. First
Reading: The bill title is printed in the Calendar (the
daily printed agenda of business) or is read by the
Clerk.  Second Reading: The next day the bill title
appears in its respective Calendar. Bills are
considered in the order in which they appear in the
Calendar. The Clerk of the Senate/House of
Delegates reads the title of the bill.  A bill on second
reading is amendable. Any amendments are taken
up and agreed to or rejected. By voice vote, the bill
is engrossed and passed to its third reading.
A bill that has passed the second reading with or
without amendments is engrossed If amendments
are adopted, the bill is rewritten with amendments
included and reprinted in its engrossed form for
passage.  Third Reading: The next day, the
engrossed bill title appears in the calendar on third
reading. The bill is read by title by the Clerk. By a
recorded vote, the bill is passed.  Communication:
When passed, the bill is sent to the other house for
its consideration.In the other body's chamber: The
bill goes through substantially the same procedure
as it did in the originating body.  The bill is read by
title a first time, then the bill is referred to a
Standing Committee, considered and reported by
the Standing Committee, read a second time and a
third time before passage by a constitutional
majority.  If there are differences between the
Senate and House versions of the bill, a Committee
of Conference is created to resolve them.
After the bill has been passed by both houses of the
General Assembly, it is printed as an enrolled bill,
and examined and signed by the presiding officer of
each house.  The bill is sent to the Governor for
approval, where the Governor may 1) sign the bill
into law; 2) amend the bill and return it to the
General Assembly for approval; 3) veto the bill and
return it to the General Assembly, where the House
of Delegates and the Senate may override the veto
by a two-thirds vote of both houses; or, 4) take no
action and the bill becomes law without the
Governor’s signature.  After being signed by the
Governor, the bill is sent to the Clerk of the House
of Delegates (Keeper of the Rolls of the
Commonwealth) and is assigned a Chapter number.
Bills enacted at a Regular Session (or the
Reconvened Session which follows) are effective the
1st day of July following adjournment of the Regular
Session, unless another date is specified.  Bills
enacted at a Special Session (or Reconvened
Session) are effective the 1st day of the fourth
month following the adjournment of the Special
Session, unless another date is specified.
The General Appropriations Act is usually effective
July 1st and Emergency Acts become effective when
signed by the Governor.
Be patient all, it’s a long process.

It’s legislators that pass bills and it’s voters that
elect them.  Your outside people vote in proxy for
those on the inside after all so make sure they vote
in your interests.  Election Day is Nov. 2, 2021.
Online Restoration of Rights:
https://www.restore.virginia.gov/
Online Register to Vote:
https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
Need assistance, have questions regarding
restoration and/or vote registration contact
Richard Walker
with Bridging the Gap in Virginia at
email: rwalker@BridgingtheGapinVirginia.org

Independent Ombudsman Bill Needed
From RIHD:
Families, people in prison, lawmakers, and
taxpayers need to know what is happening in our
prisons, and prison officials need to be held
accountable for making improvements when
needed.  Help us make prisons more transparent
and accountable by asking your lawmakers to
create and support independent prison oversight.
Take Action. Tell your legislators today!
Click on the link:
https://tinyurl.com/yxtnddf9
Lillie Branch-Kennedy
Founder, Resource Information Help for the
Disadvantaged and Disenfranchised
RIHD,P.O. Box 55, Highland Springs, Virginia 23075
(Note from CFJ:  the prison oversight bill HB2325
(independent ombudsman) failed in the last
session.   We all want to bring it back in the
upcoming  General Assembly and need to
demonstrate support for it.  Please sign/share).
Delegate Hope introduced that bill.

Delta/Third Vaccine Update
Virginia currently has a total of 751,132 total cases,
as of August 26 with 1,537 people hospitalized..
According to the Virginia Dept. of Health (VDH),
63.4% of the state’s population has gotten at least
one dose, with 56.1% fully vaccinated.  While the
Delta variant causes more breakthrough cases in
vaccinated individuals, the Mayo Clinic found
vaccines are still highly effective in preventing
severe illness and death.  The state has begun
providing third doses of the vaccine as a booster to
the immunocompromised and this will include
prisoners.  Otherwise, people should get the third
vaccine 8 months after the 2nd vaccine dose.
While breakthrough cases are being reported
around the country, data show the vast majority of
cases – especially serious cases – are among the
unvaccinated. Analysis by the Kaiser Family
Foundation found unvaccinated people make up
94% to 99% of COVID-19 cases, depending on the
state. The unvaccinated make up an even larger
share of current hospitalizations and deaths.
Vaccines are readily available throughout the state
and inmates who want the third dose will be
included in the roll out  schedule.
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