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(español)
Dado que muchos han preguntado sobre los
intereses devengados por las deudas mientras
estaban en prisión ...
§ 19.2-353.5. Intereses sobre multas y costos
A. Para los propósitos de esta sección,
"encarcelado" o "encarcelamiento" significa el
confinamiento en un centro correccional local o
regional, centro correccional juvenil, centro
correccional estatal, centro correccional juvenil,
centro de detención residencial o centro operado
de conformidad con la Ley de Administración
Privada de Correccionales. (§ 53.1-261 et seq.).
B. No se acumularán intereses sobre cualquier
multa o costas impuestas en un caso penal o en un
caso que involucra una infracción de tránsito (i)
por un período de 180 días a partir de la fecha de
la sentencia firme que imponga dicha multa o
costas; (ii) durante cualquier período que el
acusado esté encarcelado; y (iii) por un período de
180 días después de la fecha en que el acusado
fue liberado del encarcelamiento si la sentencia
incluye un período activo de encarcelamiento.
C. Una persona que adeuda multas y costos sobre
los que se han acumulado intereses durante un
período de encarcelamiento puede solicitar a
cualquier tribunal en el que deba multas y costos
para eximir a los intereses que se acumularon
sobre dichas multas y costos durante dicho
período de encarcelamiento. Tras la certificación
del período de encarcelamiento por parte del
superintendente, supervisor u otro funcionario a
cargo de una institución correccional en un
formulario desarrollado por la Oficina del
Secretario Ejecutivo de la Corte Suprema, se
eximirá a tal interés.
D. En ningún evento se acumularán intereses
durante cualquier período en el que se paguen
una multa, como costos o ambos tanto como
multa y costos en pagos diferidos o en cuotas de
conformidad con una orden del tribunal. Siempre
que se devenguen intereses sobre cualquier multa
o costo impago, se devengarán a la tasa de interés
de juicio establecida en § 6.2-302.

Interest Accrued While Incarcerated
Since many behind the walls are asking about this
state code, here is the information:
§ 19.2-353.5. Interest on fines and costs.
A. For purposes of this section, "incarcerated" or
"incarceration" means confinement in a local or
regional correctional facility, juvenile correctional
facility, state correctional facility, residential
detention center, or facility operated pursuant to
the Corrections Private Management Act (§
53.1-261 et seq.).
B. No interest shall accrue on any fine or costs
imposed in a criminal case or in a case involving a
traffic infraction (i) for a period of 180 days
following the date of the final judgment imposing
such fine or costs; (ii) during any period the
defendant is incarcerated; and (iii) for a period of
180 days following the date of the defendant's
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La imaginación es libertad
Si tiene un poema o ensayo que le gustaría
publicar en la próxima revista en línea en
colaboración con la Coalición por la Justicia y el
Centro de Humanidades de Virginia Tech, puede
enviarlo en español o en inglés.
Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063

Stats
August parole grants:  12:  8 regular parole,  1
board review,  3 dual eligibility.
Note:  A Board review occurs when the Board
has received additional information and they are
reviewing the current decisions, which usually
results in a revote of the case.
Covid-19:  As of 09/27/2021:  Vaccinations:
22,287  inmates, 7,458 staff. There are 104
inmates covid positive, 1 hospitalization, 56
deaths ( no new deaths with current Delta
outbreak), 114  staff members.   WRSP currently
has 48 inmates testing positive.

Delta Variant and Boosters
Please note, with the variant virus, as with many
other viruses, you can be vaccinated but still get
and transmit the virus.  This is also true for
chicken pox, for example.  However, if
vaccinated, you will have strong protections in
place.  Most people who get sick are the
unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated.  Vaccine
boosters are in place for those who are
immunocompromised.  On September 27,
Northam said the state will be following the CDC
guidance on individuals who can get a COVID-19
booster shot.  Nearly every case of new cases,
hospitalization, and death in the state are those
who are not vaccinated or fully vaccinated.
The CDC said the following groups should get a
third dose of the Pfizer vaccine:
Adults 65 and older
Adults in a long-term care facility
Adults 50 and older with underlying medical
conditions
The CDC said the following groups may get a
third Pfizer dose:
Adults at a higher risk of catching COVID based
on where they work (first
responders--healthcare workers, firefighters,
police, congregate care staff--education staff,
food and agriculture workers, manufacturing
workers, corrections workers, U.S. Postal Service
workers, public transit workers, grocery store
workers)
Adults with underlying medical conditions
Note: the VADOC has said they will comply with
state and CDC guidance regarding booster shots.

Pardon Count
As of August 31, 2021 Governor Northam has
granted a record-breaking 604 pardons since his
term began—more pardons than the previous
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Ladies Have Something To Say
The New Jersey Reentry Corporation (NJRC),
Is a non-profit organization that provides critical
services to individuals returning from
incarceration in the state.  Working In
conjunction with New  Jersey's Commission
on Reentry Services for Women and The
Women's Project at NJRC, they are launching the
second edition of The Journal of Women and
Criminal Justice.  The  Journal of Women and
Criminal Justice features art and writing
from justice-involved persons and advocates.
The Journal highlights issues related to women and
incarceration.  The first edition of The Journal is
available online.  The second edition will be
published in January of 2022. They humbly ask
that interested persons submit to The Journal of
Women and Criminal Justice by December 10,
2021.  For submission guidelines, contact us:
Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063.

Trial and Error, An Opinion Piece
By Cecil Guy Truman, Augusta

The purpose of trial by jury is so that the people
and not the government controls the system of
incarceration and justice.  Trial by jury no longer
exists because our court systems cannot provide
trials for the number of people that go through the
courts.  We now exist in a system of being grossly
over-indicted and extorted, intimidated, and
strong armed into plea deals.  The judges, lawyers,
prosecutors, and police  are the actors creating this
unconstitutional  system of mass incarceration yet
their actions go unchecked by anyone.  They
pretend they don’t see the unfairness and
corruptions that take place to the people they
subject to this system.  The enforcement of an
unconstitutional, unfair (and you’d have to be
insane to believe all are treated equal in the
courts), results in a  cruel system of injustice and
enslavement.  Anyone who goes to trial is subject
to unfair rules, perjury, false evidence, and gross
ineffective assistance of counsel and given the
harshest sentences possible.  The rules are so one
sided that no one can win no matter how innocent
you are.    The state can try you by ambush and
render you voiceless and defenseless against any
recourse of law.
(Note from CFJ:  This op-ed essay has been edited
and the writer has been notified.  To view the
unedited version, go to:
https://www.coalitionforjusticeva.com/blog)

Health Care Changes
With decades of rising health care costs and
complaints about  medical care, the VADOC
announced plans to end its contract with the
private medical provider that serves about half of
the state’s prisons.  In a letter earlier this month to
department staff, Director Harold Clarke wrote
that he planned to bring all health care services
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release from incarceration if the sentence includes
an active term of incarceration.
C. A person who owes fines and costs on which
interest has accrued during a period of
incarceration may move any court in which he
owes fines and costs to waive the interest that
accrued on such fines and costs during such period
of incarceration. Upon certification of the period
of incarceration by the superintendent, warden, or
other official in charge of a correctional facility on
a form developed by the Office of the Executive
Secretary of the Supreme Court, such interest shall
be waived.
D. In no event shall interest accrue during any
period in which a fine, costs, or both a fine and
costs are being paid in deferred or installment
payments pursuant to an order of the court.
Whenever interest on any unpaid fine or costs
accrues, it shall accrue at the judgment rate of
interest set forth in § 6.2-302. (Facilities should
have the form.  If not, please contact:  Coalition for
Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063.

VA Department of Health Office of Drinking
Water

On September 21, the VADOC tweeted that
members of the VADH Office of Drinking Water
visited Fluvanna Correctional for” a Q & A session
about the faciltiie’s water and how it’s treated.”
The mission of the  Office is to protect public
health and ensure Virginians a safe and adequate
supply of drinking water.  The CFJ wrote to the
office and was told: “The Office of Drinking
Water's online database called Drinking Water
Watch,  didn't [show] anything of substance
recently related to the drilled wells or the water
quality at the Fluvanna Correctional Facility
Some prisons are service connections to a
regulated public water system; while others, such
as the Fluvanna Correctional Facility, could be a
regulated facility and not a service connection.
Depending on the type of regulated activity,
different water quality sampling occurs.  Generally
speaking, water quality issues generally result
from stale water or premise plumbing.  In other
words, the plumbing fixtures within the facility can
be older, and if water does not move through the
internal plumbing very fast from water saving
measures, then the water will become a little stale
and produce taste or odor concerns.  Our staff can
help the correctional facility develop a water
management program to reduce taste and odor
concerns.”  (Note:  the CFJ has long thought and
brought this up to the VADOC in the past, that it is
not the water necessarily at issue, but the
plumbing).

CFJ/Virginia Tech Journal of Prisoner Writing
Some of you have asked questions about
submissions to the forthcoming journal
collaboration between Coalition for Justice and
Virginia Tech’s Center for Humanities.  Yes, you can
submit with a pseudonym or anonymously.  You
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nine governors combined.  The large number of
pending petitions is a result of an influx received
by the Pardons Office under the Northam
administration, coupled with the thousands of
petitions that were already pending review when
former Governor McAuliffe took office in 2014.
More staff has been hired to deal with the high
volume.
Loved ones or your trusted outside people can
check on pardon status with name, birthday, and
social security number here:
https://solutions.virginia.gov/Pardons

Isolated
By Derrick Gosnell, WRSP

Isolated, confined, restricted and deprived
With no rehabilitation, just the thoughts
in your mind.
Until thoughts become voices and
take on a life of their own.
And you start to lose grip on reality
as those voices take control.

"Parent, Trapped: Voices of Parents Behind
Bars"

By Taj Alexander Mahon-Haft, Virginia Carter,
and the voices of many others.
This book is available on Amazon.  Details at:
www.thehumanizationproject.org/book
Hear the voices of over 50 parents behind bars
speaking to their beloved children in this
unprecedented account highlighting the shared
humanity of us all.  Understand how mass
incarceration impacts millions of innocent
families, not just the imprisoned. At the unique
intersection of personal experience and
sociological expertise, this volume shows the
world how much we all have in common, how
much the system punishes families and kids, and
what we can do about it.
Contact info: Gin@thehumanizationproject.org

Props!
American Legion Post 775 (Pocahontas) has just
received a gold plaque from the American Legion
Child Welfare Foundation. This was for $1500.00
that Jeffrey Gardner and two other Legionnaires
donated.  Jeffrey received the Foundation
Ambassadors 5 diamond gold pin for his
$1000.00 contribution. Their awards get
displayed out front, so visitors and auditors get
to see that something positive does happen
inside.  They received the Foundation's highest
awards for post and individuals.  Last year their
post was the most awarded post in Virginia, with
Commander of the Year, Legionnaire of the Year,
and Recruiter of the Year. In2020 we had the
highest membership increase at 158%.  Not bad
for inmates with limited resources! They  will be
conducting their 4th Annual Warrior Games in
October, to raise money for the Ronald
McDonald House in Roanoke and The American
Legion Child Welfare Foundation.

in-house.  “I believe working together, we can
ensure we provide appropriate care to our inmate
population in a manner that is both effective and
fiscally responsible,” Clarke wrote.  The state hired
Miami-based Armor Correctional Health to provide
health care services in 2014 after a prior
contractor backed out of its agreement with the
state when it realized it had severely
underestimated the cost of providing services.  The
contract began at $84 million a year, rising to
about $90 million in the last fiscal year, according
to department spokeswoman Lisa Kinney.  The
state already directly manages health care in
facilities where it doesn’t rely on Armor. Officials
took their first step away from the company in
2018 after settling a lawsuit that alleged poor
medical care at Fluvanna, where care had been
overseen by the company.  The state has since
installed a doctor from University of Virginia as
health director and, while the department is far
from meeting the terms of the settlement,
court-appointed monitors reported the state has
made progress toward improving care.  The same
year, Armor faced penalties for failing to meet its
contractual obligations at three facilities, Sussex I
and II and Greensville, prompting the state to fine
the company a quarter million dollars.  The DOC is
the state’s largest agency and controlling rising
health care costs has been a focus for lawmakers.
Among the reviews he cited was one conducted in
2018 by legislative auditors, which found no
evidence the state’s use of private contractors was
saving taxpayer money.  Instead, the report
warned that staffing problems were especially bad
at facilities run by Armor, potentially exposing the
state to more lawsuits for not providing adequate
health care. The report cited high turnover among
both administrators and key front-line staff like
nurses, who left jobs at contract facilities twice as
often as department-run facilities.  Clarke said the
state’s relationship with the company would
continue for at least one more year while the
department begins the transition.

Riverside Regional Jail
Reported 9/22/2021:  In April, a jail review
committee voted to decertify Riverside Regional
Jail after an investigation into the deaths of three
inmates revealed multiple problems including
health care, sanitation and staffing.  Now, closing
the jail is off the table as the State Board of Local
and Regional Jails voted to a consent agreement
with Riverside Regional. The terms of the
agreement have not been disclosed.  The jail holds
1,300 inmates and in the aftermath of the
investigation, several inmates were moved.  With
the agreement,  Riverside is required to submit a
monthly report to the state jail board listing any
problems or potential violations of standards, as
well as the specific corrective actions taken or any
discipline imposed on jail staff.  In addition, there
will be the appointment of at least one “standards
compliance officer” with a rank of administrative
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can submit as many pieces as you like (poem,
short story, reflections (short essay), short story, or
art work.  Regarding the reflections, they can be
on any topic you choose --prisons, life before
incarceration, parenting behind bars, thoughts on
legislation or current events that are not even
related to prison. There will be two issues a year.

HB 277 Issues
Regarding HB 277 and court debt -- Have you tried
to use community service or under-compensated
hours completed while incarcerated to reduce
some of your court debt? Have you wanted to? In
2020, a new law, VA code sec. 19.2-354, went into
effect allowing people who are incarcerated to use
community service hours to pay down their
outstanding court debt. We want to learn how it is
working! Do you have any stories, either of
successes or denials, of trying to get community
service credit on your court debt? We will use
these stories to drive the legislature and try to
make the statute work better, for more people.
Please send your stories to Maisie Osteen, 626 E.
Broad Street, Suite 200, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Prisoner Advocacy
The Coalition for Justice does human rights
advocacy and, as such, our prisoner justice
committee has responded to over 10,000
prisoners since 2018 on everything from questions
on bill passage to health care concerns, research
questions and just about anything else you can
imagine.  For our advocacy to be most effective, it
is important for prisoners to write grievances and
complaints when they have issues even if they go
unanswered or need followup.  When the process
is not responsive, we can point to the fact that
complaints were launched.  When this process is
not used, the response I get is that no complaints
were submitted.  We understand that forms are
not always available.  If this happens, let us know.
We also realize that many think the process is
useless but, for advocacy purposes, by citing that
the process was used to no avail, it is just as
important to show this as well.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The newsletter currently goes out to 1,276
prisoners.  The monthly newsletter is published by
the Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg,
VA  24063   Have a poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them! Please note: we are not
lawyers.  Thanks to all who send stamps -- We are
humbled and grateful.  We publish inmate writings
when we have room to do so and appreciate all
submissions.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que
te gustaría publicar? ¡Mándanoslas!

For the Moment
By Douglas Johnson, River North

For the moment … seized.
A long way from home…
trying to hold on and just simply believe.
But the pain is so heavy, I can hardly breathe.
A voice from above tells me to have faith
because He’s got a plan
regardless of where you’ve been snared.
Have no fear.  There’s no need to be scared.
He’s been guiding you all along
and has heard your every prayer.
When He’s ready, you’ll be brought home
restored and renewed.
You are only seized for the moment.
So continue to fight this vicious storm all the way
through.
The future, He has already written.
Hold on to hope because this battle is almost
won.
Part 2 of your story
Is only the beginning.

No Closures in Sight
Although staffing is at “crisis levels” and  the
state’s prison population has dropped from
about 30,000 inmates to 24,500 over the past
two years, DOC officials say that won’t last.  They
contend that they still need full staffing and
cannot start shutting down prisons and facilities.

A New Monument
The Emancipation &  Freedom Monument was
unveiled Wednesday on Brown's Island on the
James River in downtown Richmond, about 2
miles from where the Lee statue once stood. The
two 12-foot bronze statues are of a newly freed
man and a woman holding a baby also has a
pedestal with the names, images and stories of
10 Black Virginians who were freedom fighters --
five who fought to end slavery pre-emancipation
and five who fought for equality between 1865
and 1970.  The list includes Mary Elizabeth
Bowser, who served as a Union spy in the
Confederate White House, William Harvey
Carney, a former slave and  the first Black Medal
of Honor recipient, John Mercer Langston,
Virginia's first Black member of Congress and
prominent educator Lucy Simms., Dred Scott,
whose lawsuit led to the Supreme Court decision
that persons of African descent were not U.S.
citizens; Nat Turner, who led a successful slave
rebellion; and educator Lucy Simms.

All Inmates Lives Matter
All Inmates Lives Matter is a 501c 3 non-profit
with a mission to change the living conditions of
inmates by:  reintegration and support services,
resource and referrals, and advocacy.  Shaheed
Omar is the executive director.  Contact him at:
927 Wasena Ave, SW, suite 2, Roanoke, VA
24015.

captain or higher, who would be responsible for
leading the jail’s ongoing effort to adhere to state
standards.  New health initiatives will also be put
into place.   The jail has already installed a new
electronic security inspection system designed to
eliminate the ability of corrections officers to
neglect their duties by falsifying or
misrepresenting their daily security inspections.  If
the jail is in non-compliance, the state can
investigate and move forward with enforcement
measures.

Some Candidate Views
Tim Anderson is the Republican running against
Democrat Nancy Guy.  In a recent forum, Anderson
referring to a  bill that Guy cited as a legislative
priority that would give nonviolent inmates
sentence reductions for participating in counseling
and drug addiction services, said he “liked it a
lot… except they specifically wrote child
pornography into the bill.”  Guy defended the
inclusion saying, “because many of them say they
inadvertently downloaded illegal images when
visiting legal porn sites.”   Anderson became
famous for his participation in the Capitol uprising
but he also started a petition against Senator
Louise Lucas for her participation in a monument
protest by citing that she was trying to damage a
Confederate monument.  Know your candidates.
Guy is the incumbent in the 83rd district of VA
Beach.  Voting matters.

Crime Commission
The following topics were approved by the
Executive Committee of the Crime Commission for
study this year.
Pre-Trial Data Project (final report to be released in
the coming weeks);
Pretrial Diversion;
Cash Bail;
Parole; and,
Expungement/Sealing.
Crime Commission meetings have been scheduled
for the following dates:
November 4th at 10:00 a.m.
November 15th at 10:00 a.m.
December 8th at 1:00 p.m.
To be determined - if meetings will be virtual or in
person due to Covid-19.
When trying to create legislation that solves
complex challenges, it may be necessary to
perform a legislative study or create a commission
to deal with the subject.  These studies are often
critical in debating bills.

Bad News
Homicides in the U.S. in 2020 increased nearly 30%
from 2019, the largest jump since the FBI began
keeping records.  Homicides and non-negligent
manslaughters climbed an estimated 29.4% to
21,570, an increase of 4,901 over 2019, the highest
total since the Drug Wars of the 1990s.
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