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(español)
New Parole Board/Junta de Libertad Condicional

¿Nuevo tribunal de libertad condicional? No
esperes un nuevo tribunal de libertad condicional
el primer día del Gobernador. El necesita que la
Asamblea General apruebe cinco de los nuevos
miembros. Esto tomará tiempo.

OP actualizado
OP actualizado, a partir del 1 de noviembre de
2021:
La evidencia digital debe conservarse durante al
menos cinco  años después de la fecha del
incidente.
Si se presenta una demanda o hay una
investigación en curso, la evidencia digital debe
conservarse hasta que se complete la investigación
o la demanda. (Nota de CFJ: Siempre es una buena
idea que un recluso solicite esto, por escrito, para
retener evidencia de video que se conservará.}

Pre-Filed Bills
Note:  The General Assembly starts on January
13th.  Bills can be pre-filed up to the 12th so there
is plenty of time left.  Also, a prefiled bill is not a
passed bill.
SB2 School principals; incident reports.
Introduced by: John A. Cosgrove, Jr. [R]
Requires that school principals report to law
enforcement certain enumerated acts that may
constitute a misdemeanor offense and report to
the parents of any minor student who is the
specific object of such act that the incident has
been reported to law enforcement. Under current
law, principals are required to make such reports
only for such acts that may constitute a felony
offense.
Note:  In 2015, the Center for Public Integrity cited
a study using Department of Education data saying
that  Virginia reported students for criminal
conduct as much as three times the national
average.  Among students of color and those with
special needs, those numbers were worse.
Democrats passed HB 257, eliminating the
requirement for school principals to inform law
enforcement about misdemeanor offenses.
SB5 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; Virginia
Parole Board member votes.
Introduced by: David R. Suetterlein [R]
Virginia Freedom of Information Act; Virginia
Parole Board member votes. Provides that
individual votes of the members of the Virginia
Parole Board are public records and subject to the
provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act.

A New Covid Variant - Omicron
The first European case of the variant, known as
B.1.1.529 or Omicron.    Although concerned
about the mutations of the new strain and the
risks it poses of reinfection, vaccine manufacturers
can adapt their covid vaccines if Omicron spreads.
Pfizer and BioNTech said they expect to be able to
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Rally Date Change
Due to the January 15, Governor Inauguration,
the new date of the Virginia Prison Justice
Network Rally will be Saturday., Jan. 22 on
Capitol Square from 1-2 pm followed by a
lobbying organizing meeting from 3-4 pm. If rally
permits are not being granted, due to covid,
there will be a car caravan through the city as
was done last January. Please SPREAD THE
WORD! - in your neighborhoods, workplaces,
places of worship and especially inside the
prisons.
Help make Prison Justice a real issue in the 2022
General Assembly!
Rally Contact:  Webpage: vapjn.wordpress.com
Email: DefendersFJE@hotmail.com - (t)
804-644-583
Never give up, the fight continues!

Voting Rights, VOTE!
Over 270,000 have had their rights restored, yet
many were/are unaware and did/have not
registered to vote in the recent election. RIHD
(Resource, Information, Help for the
Disadvantaged & Disenfranchised) is determined
to remedy this problem saying, “ We must be
ready, willing and able to vote in the
upcoming/future Virginia election (local, senate,
next gubernatorial). Will you join us by
identifying family and friends in your community
who have not registered to vote? Assist/direct
them to get registered now. For restoration of
rights and voter register visit:
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/h
ow-to-register/
Senate elections will be held in November 2023.

Updated OP
Updated OP, Effective Nov. 1, 2021:
The digital evidence must be retained for at least
five years after the date of the incident.
If a lawsuit is filed or an investigation is in
progress, the digital evidence must be retained
until the investigation or lawsuit is completed.
(Note from CFJ:  inmates should also request this
in writing, always a good idea.

Emergency Funding
VA lawmakers called for emergency funding for
raises/bonuses for COs and other prison staff.
On 11/23/2021 a joint legislative sub-committee
called for $69 million per year for the next two
years to ensure that staffing levels would be met.
They also asked for budget revisions for the
current fiscal year to add to the approved
bonuses of $4,000  for COs.  The subcommittee
voiced alarm over the issue but also called for
legislation to increase independent oversight of
facilities as well.  It’s not just an issue of pay after
all.  It’s also about conditions and the current
legislators in the sub-committee have cited
concerns in both areas.

CFJ/VAPJN Correspondence
To all incarcerated people and their loved ones,
the person who handles the correspondence for
the Coalition for Justice/VAPJN at the Blacksburg
location will be out of the country from January
14th through May 14th. The newsletter will still go
out in a timely manner. JPAY will still be answered
as well as any questions on social media.  Letters
sent via regular mail will be answered and our
team will do its best to respond as quickly as we
can but please be patient.  Loved ones can send
emails to justicebburg@gmail.com as well.

Appellate Advocacy
From the Rights Behind Bars website: ”In nearly
every single one of the 7,000 prison civil rights
cases filed in the federal courts every year,
incarcerated plaintiffs are representing themselves
from a prison cell. We track conditions litigation
and offer representation to uncounseled clients or
small firm lawyers on appeal.   Once on appeal, we
often partner with pro bono appellate specialists
or elite civil rights groups.”  For more info, contact:
Rights Behind Bars
416 Florida Avenue NW, #26152
Washington, DC 20001

Stats
7 parole grants for October: 2 geriatric, 3 regular, 2
dual eligibility. As of 11/28/2021
Vaccination:  inmate, 24,047 and staff 7.627
Covid-19: 44 inmate cases, 51 staff cases

New Parole Board?
Don't expect a new parole board on day one of the
incoming Governor.  He'll need to get all five of the
new parole board members approved by the
General Assembly.  That will take time.

Man in the Mirror
Traer Tisdale - Keen Mountain

All your life, you’ve been ashamed of who you are.
You’ve been fearful of your flaws and
imperfections thinking they make you less than
human.  You’ve been trying to escape the
embarrassment of the mistakes you’ve made in life
so to substitute the pain of it all, you turned to
drugs and alcohol.  You moved through this world
according to your own understanding, thinking you
had it all figured out.  You thought you knew what
it took to be a real man -- money, clothes,
sneakers, cars, women, -- all became your idols.
You created this mindstate mantra, “by any means
necessary” as some code to live by, not realizing
that those means weren’t necessary.  You’ve
disrespected women, neglected your kids,
destroyed families, and poisoned communities
through reckless actions.  The fact that you always
let your emotions supersede your intelligence has
left you in dire circumstances.  Operating below
your own level of awareness and understanding,
you find yourself sitting in a prison cell.  The
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ship a new vaccine for Ominicron in around 100
days. It is not yet known if the current vaccines will
be effective against Omicron as more data is
needed but some researchers are cautiously
optimistic.  Whether  this strain is worse than
Delta is something that researchers need more
time to figure out.  Pfizer and Moderna’s mRNA
vaccines have all remained effective against all
other known variants thus far in the pandemic.

Hepatitis Increasing
According to the 2021 Virginia Hepatitis C
Epidemiologic Profile: “Even though the total
number of incarcerated individuals in Virginia
decreased by 1.6%, the number of reported HCV
cases in incarceration facilities nearly doubled
between 2015 and 2019.”  The report adds:
“The Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Resources and
Linkages for Inmates (CHARLI) is a program of
VDH’s Division of Disease Prevention and works in
cooperation with Virginia incarceration settings.
The CHARLI program is available to all local and
regional sites, and DOC facilities.”   Several CHARLI
sites incorporate HCV testing and education due to
the common risk factors of HCV and HIV.

Justice Needed, An Opinion
By Tony Smith, Lawrenceville (an excerpt)

In Virginia, Democrats and Republicans say they
are for justice but neither address the real
problems of the justice system:    Attorneys are
allowed to mislead their clients to take a plea deal
without investigating the case; overworked and
underfunded public defenders offices, lack of
assistance in preparing a habeas; and
Commonwealth Attorneys that misrepresent facts
to a jury.  The four issues presented are a start to
address the broken justice system in Virginia.
Attorneys that recommend that their client take a
plea deal should be required to provide a list of
the things that were investigated and what was
discovered;  allow the client to review it; and,
provide a defense after which the attorney should
maintain a written account of the discussion for
the record to be provided with the client’s
suggestions.  If a plea deal is suggested, the client
can agree or disagree by signing and marking “plea
deal rejected”.  This allows the defendant to show
if their attorney violated their Sixth Amendment
rights.
(Note:  Due to length, we could not publish the
entire piece & we’ll try to fit in other excerpts in
the newsletter, space permitting.)

New Website/Podcast

“A. G. E. Prism Talk” is a new podcast/website
dedicated and created by the incarcerated:
website:https://www.ageprismtalk.com/
Check it out.
They say, :”We're here to discuss life, and bridge
the gap between the incarcerated and the free.”
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Not Alone

By Joshua Coffelt aka Enlightened Inc. (Red

Onion)

Silence has contradicted its definition.

Here, stuck in this cell, silence fills the void

louder than ever it rings through my ears,

vibrating and agitating.

But no one else can hear.

Alone, I sit and state at this wall wondering what

will come from it all.

Family and friends say they love me and they’re

here to stay

but I feel alone.

Silence must feel the same cause even in the

most crowded of spaces,

amongst plenty of conversation, I hear the

silences more.

Omnipotent this silence must be because

everywhere I go it clings to me.

Through these long days and nights we’ve grown

accustomed.

So it seems silence was here all along.

Never to leave me alone until I’m gone.

Armor Fighting Back
When Harold Clarke announced in the summer
that the practice of outsourcing medical care to
a private contractor would end, it was assumed
to be a done deal.  However, Armor Health, the
Florida-based company, was not ready to give up
its $90-million contract to staff prison doctors
and nurses and launched a campaign to override
the proposed change.  The department had
assessed nearly $4 million in fines against Armor
in the last fiscal year for failing to adequately
staff facilities.  Armor has refused to meet with
DOC officials to discuss what was intended to be
a gradual phase out over two years and instead
lobbied both candidates for governor for support
as well as other legislators from the Black
Caucus.  Luke Torian [D] wrote,  “I respectfully
request that DOC suspend its current activities
regarding correctional health care until a
comprehensive review is undertaken and
provided to the General Assembly and the
incoming administration’”   Armor donated
$25,000 to the Virginia Legislative Black Caucus,
to which Torian is the largest single donor.  Gov.
Northam’s administration has expressed concern
over Armor.  Secretary of Public Safety Brian
Moran stated: “The provision of adequate health
care for our inmates should not be politicized,”
he said. “From our point of view, this is about
inmate health care — quality and affordable
health care.”  Youngkin has not commented on
the issue.  It is not clear what will happen.
Contact:
Delegate Luke Toran:  4222 Fortuna Center Plaza,
Suite 659 Dumfries, Virginia 22025

definition of friends takes on a new meaning and
they are no longer around.  Your family is gone and
the world continues to move on.  You’re sharing
showers, being told what to do 24/7, no decent
food to eat, no privacy, no sense of freedom.  All
you see all day long is walls and razor wire.  Trying
to maintain the little bit of sanity you have left has
become an everyday struggle.  You feel worthless.
You feel helpless but your pride as a man won’t
allow you to admit it.  You now realize the price
you’ve paid is heavy.  The bitterness leaks out in
the smallest ways each day.  Time has slowed
dramatically and your cognitive thinking becomes
awakened and the questions you keep asking
yourself is “was it all worth it?”.  Was making a
decision while under the influence of a strong
emotion worth it?  I’m talking to you!  Man in the
mirror!

Federal Case Over Records Access Of  New Filings
Virginia has a statewide system of court records
access to new filings but it is not available to the
public and press as the online records are
controlled by the chief court administrator and are
reserved for “officers of the court”.  Lawyers and
court officials can access records online and as
easily as checking their phones but reporters have
to travel to each courthouse and go  through the
clerk of courts to view records.  This is not just a
matter of convenience or travel time and now
Courthouse News is suing as part of an ongoing
First Amendment case brought by the news service
against Virginia’s executive secretary who is the
top court administrator.  In a declaration submitted
to the United States District Court for the Eastern
District Of Virginia, Courthouse News stated:  ““It
is simply not possible for a news service to send
reporters on a daily basis, if at all, to the 120
courts throughout the Virginia circuit court system.
This means that the ability of the general public to
learn about and comment on events in an
important institution is impeded or eliminated
altogether.”   The declaration continued, “all while
one subclass of the public can view new filings
remotely on a daily basis, wreaking havoc on the
traditional press corps.”  Courthouse News won an
earlier case and was  recently paid $2.4 million by
the Commonwealth of Virginia, in a ruling against
clerks in Norfolk and Prince William that had been
holding back access to new civil complaints for a
day or days while they indexed and scanned them.
The court administrators argued that they couldn’t
get the cases online any faster but Federal and 36
state courts are doing just that, almost
immediately.

.Marijuana Roll Out Unclear
Republican wins will likely influence the timeline
and manner with which lawmakers enact adult-use
marijuana sales.   Gov. Northam signed a bill to
allow adults to possess and grow small quantities
of marijuana but the regulatory piece of the bill
regarding licensing commercial cannabis
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Probation Bill Woes
A VA judge says that HB2038, which passed in
2021 and limits prison time for technical probation
violations, encroaches on judicial territory under
the state constitution.  One judge brought up the
issue of  separation of powers in a 12-page opinion
that declares Va. Code § 19.2-306.1, the probation
reform statute, unconstitutional.   Another judge
from  Loudon county would not apply the statute
retroactively as a probationer’s sentencing order
was entered before the law’s enactment date.
Judges, lawyers, and petitioners are all calling for
clarification.  The bill patron, Delegate Scott, said
“I am willing to work with anybody to make the
statute clear” and that  he stands by his bill.
Bill Summary:  limits the amount of active
incarceration a court can impose as a result of a
revocation hearing for a probation violation. The
bill provides that if the court finds the basis of a
violation of the terms and conditions of a
suspended sentence or probation is that the
defendant was convicted of a criminal offense or
violated another condition other than a technical
violation, the court may pronounce whatever
sentence might have been originally imposed. The
bill also provides that if a court finds that a
defendant has absconded from the jurisdiction of
the court, the court may extend the period of
probation or suspended sentence for a period not
to exceed the length of time that such defendant
absconded. The bill also provides that a court may
fix the period of probation for up to the statutory
maximum period for which the defendant might
originally have been sentenced to be imprisoned
and any period of supervised probation shall not
exceed five years from the release of the
defendant from any active period of incarceration
but such limitation shall not apply to the extent
that an additional period of probation is necessary
(i) for the defendant to participate in a
court-ordered program or (ii) if a defendant owes
restitution and is still subject to restitution
compliance review hearings. The bill also provides
that a court must measure any period of
suspension of sentence from the date of entry of
the original sentencing order.

Fear
By Abbas Ahmed, ROSP

Fear is your own creation.  Born from the depth of
your mind.  It’s as huge as your height or
ignorance and is nourished by your lack of
knowledge.  It feeds on your uncertainty by prying
and killing reality.  It prowls around in your
thoughts as far as your imagination can reach.
Again, it’s your own creation and it is as strong as
the provision, nourishment and the shelter you
provide it.  If you don’t kill your fear in its infancy,
it will eventually reach your character and then
the matter will become worse.

Todd Gilbert, New Speaker of the House
Todd Gilbert [R] will be the new Speaker of the
House.  In the last General Assembly he said,
regarding efforts to end mandatory minimums,
they were “by far the most egregious ‘soft on
crime’ proposal yet in the Democrats’ attempts
to make life easier on criminals.” He said it would
force crime victims to revisit cases they believed
to be over.  He added:  “We knew Democrats
thought Virginia’s criminal justice system was too
tough on killers, robbers and child molesters…
but the fact that they would put their victims
through another round of trauma should shock
the conscience of every Virginian.” The House is
presided over by the Speaker of the House and is
the most powerful member of the House.

Progressive DAs Under Fire
VA Attorney General-elect Jason Miyares said
that he and the new governor would push
legislation to enable the state's AG to override
"social justice" commonwealth's attorneys.
Miyares said, “The new bill "would essentially
say, if the chief law enforcement officer in a
jurisdiction – either the chief of police or the
sheriff – makes a request because a
commonwealth's attorney is not doing their job,
then I'm going to do their job for them." He was
referring to the recently elected progressive DAs
in Fairfax.  The Marshall Project cited huge
declines in Fairfax County’s jail population over
the past two decades, from 3,749 people in 2000
to 1,207 people in 2010 and 667 people in 2020.
Elected in 2019, Steve Descano (Fairfax
Commonwealth Attorney), has implemented
many of his pledged reforms, including
eliminating cash bail, not holding suspects on
nonviolent charges when they aren’t deemed a
danger to the community, and enabling
prosecutors to take “community values” into
account instead of deferring to judges.  The
Fairfax DAs were part of a new wave of
progressive DAs across the country who favor
decriminalization, diversion programs over jail
time and holding law enforcement accountable.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The newsletter currently goes out to 1,338
incarcerated people.  The monthly newsletter is
published by the Coalition for Justice, PO Box
299, Blacksburg, VA  24063   Have a poem or
thought you’d like published?  Send them!
Please note: we are not lawyers.  Thanks to all
who send stamps -- We are humbled and
grateful.  We publish inmate writings when we
have room to do so and appreciate all
submissions.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que te
gustaría publicar? Envíalos a nosotros.

production and sales was not set.  No Republican
lawmaker voted in favor of the legislation on the
floor of either chamber.  Regulators had started
discussions regarding expediting the timeline to
allow licensed products for cannabis sales to begin
but it will be up to the legislature in 2022 to come
up with a plan.  NORML’s (National Organization
for the Reform of Marijuana Laws) website posted
that the path “has suddenly become less clear.”
Republicans have said that they favor a retail sales
plan but it would likely be very different from what
the Dems had wanted, which included social
equity components including opportunities for
people with past marijuana convictions, their
family members, or graduates of a Virginia
historically Black college or university.to engage in
the retail market by providing them with
business incubator programs to help finance
startups and a reinvestment fund that would send
a portion of tax revenues back to neighborhoods
subject to disproportionate enforcement.  Todd
Gilbert [R], the incoming Speaker of the House said
of the  Dem proposal saying that ““We need to fix
it or all we have is a black market,”

Don’t Lose Hope
By Azeem Majeed

I'm happy and excited to let you all know that I will
be making monthly contributions to the VAPJN
Newsletter in which I will share my insight which is
gained through my unique experiences and
knowledge of the law.  Many of you have heard my
war cry and redemption song. At the age of 17 I
was buried alive inside of a concrete sepulcher
that rested 1,229 feet deep.  I was sentenced to
serve two consecutive life without parole
sentences plus 29 years. I was able to remain
hopeful for 26 consecutive years, and to put forth
the effort with the help of so many wonderful
freedom fighters along the way to chisel my way
out of that concrete sepulcher and legally tunnel
my way to freedom. Now I'm sitting at my desk, in
my home office, at my laptop composing this
message for the countless rehabilitated, reformed
and worthy men and women who are behind bars.
Regardless of how difficult and dark your situation
and circumstances may seem right now, as long as
you remain hopeful, keep your mind anchored in
the place where you're trying to go, and put forth
the effort to do only those things that are going to
pull you closer towards reaching that destination.
Refrain from doing things that are going to
stagnate you, or pull you further away from
reaching that destination even if they're positive
activities that you're excessively engaging in at the
expense of being distracted from your destination
-- freedom.   Prison doesn't deserve you, society
does. I believe that! Do you?  Please allow my
release to inspire you and to serve as a tangible
example of how you can go to sleep doomed to die
in a prison cell one day, and then wake up free in
society the next day.
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