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Solitario

El centro interreligioso para las políticas públicas
de Virginia se ha unido a la Coalición de
Confinamiento en Solitario. Un proyecto de ley fue
matado el año pasado en el Senado debido
a asuntos financieros, citando a la implementación
costosa. Las figuras del departamento de
correcciones de Virginia muestran que más de
7.000 personas encarceladas fueron puestas en
confinamiento en solitario entre el 1 de julio de
2018 y el 30 de junio de 2019. La cifra no incluye a
las personas puestas en las condiciones de
confinamiento en solitario a través de otros tipos
de unidades de vivienda en la cárcel, en las
cárceles de Virginia ni en los centros de detención
juveniles. Un nuevo proyecto de ley se espera en
la sesión de 2022. Antes de la pandemia, el
número estimado de personas en confinamiento
en solitario en los EE.UU. varía entre 50.000 a
80.000 en cualquier día, pero muchos defensores
creen que el número es más alto. Nuevos datos
muestran que, en el máximo de la pandemia,
hasta 300.000 individuos estaban en solitario,
según el análisis de Solitary Watch y el Proyecto
Marshall, dos organizaciones sin fines de lucro que
se enfocan en la defensa de la reforma de la
justicia criminal. En otras palabras, el
confinamiento en solitario se usaba casi 500 por
ciento más que los niveles anteriores según su
reporte oficial.

The Martha Wright Act
From the Color of Change:
“The corporations preying upon these families
make up a $1.2 billion industry. Securus, one of
the largest providers, makes nearly $700 million a
year price gouging families but has only offered
families a few free calls a week during this crisis.
This forces families to ration calls at a time when
regular and consistent communication is critical.
Former Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) Commissioner Mignon Clyburn spent her
career at the agency fighting to fix this injustice
and even implemented a rule that would have
capped the cost of prison phone calls to and from
jails, prisons and detention centers. Trump’s FCC
chairman refused to defend an important part of
the rule in court, abandoning incarcerated people
& their families to the greed of the prison phone
companies.  The COVID-19 Compassion and
Martha Wright Prison Phone Justice Act passed in
the House of Representatives.  Tell your senators
to do their part to support these acts in the
Senate.  Stand up for vulnerable communities by
supporting  the act, which would allow the FCC to
outlaw predatory rates and pave the way to more
affordable phone calls from prisons, jails, and
detention centers.”  Senator Tim Kaine:  231
Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510, Senator Mark Warner:  703 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington, DC 20510

November Elections
With losses in the House and the Gov’s seat as
well as Lt. Gov and Attorney General, there will
be real challenges going into the 2022 General
Assembly.   Dem delegates Hurst, Cole, Guy, Aird,
Tyler, & Mugler lost.  Princess Blanding got 1% of
the vote, McAuliffe 49% and Youngin 51%.  With
divided chambers,  a progressive agenda will be
a fight as all bills must pass both the House and
the Senate where bipartisanship is hard to come
by.  The Republicans took the House and won on
tough on crime platforms.  We  fight on though.

Supply Chain Shortages
Across the country, production in medical
supplies like pipettes, paint and electronics,
coffee and chicken to semiconductors has been
curtailed.  It’s being called the “Everything
Shortage” and it really is everything -- from labor
to trucks, plastics, microchips used in phones
and televisions and more.   What does this mean
for prisoners?  Parts needed for phone and tv
repairs may take a very long time, HVAC (air
conditioning parts), and even food is becoming
an issue.  School officials across the country are
scrambling to put food on students' lunch plates
amid supply chain issues and labor shortages.
About 97% of school nutrition programs are
worried about continued supply chain issues,
according to a School Nutrition Association
survey. “Meat products are still one of the
harder products to keep in stock,” explains
Rodney Holcomb, food economist at Oklahoma
State University. “Following last year’s concerns
about meat availability, many consumers are
stockpiling meat out of concerns of another
pandemic shutdown.”   The pandemic has
disrupted supply chains across the world and
labor shortages, especially in trucking and
production, have made it worse.  Throw in the
overreliance on foreign supply chains and an
Everything Shortage is created.  Prisons and jails
are already impacted as parts for phones, tvs,
and  air conditions etc. are taking longer to fill..
Food prices are at the highest level in a decade,
especially with meat,  and, no doubt,  this will
impact the incarcerated

Life Sentences
The number of women serving life without
parole is growing at a faster pace than the rate
for men according to a new  Sentencing Project
report.   From 2008 to 2020, the number of
women imprisoned for violent crimes increased
by 2%, but the number serving life sentences
grew 19 % and includes a 10% increase in life
without parole terms.  One reason may be that
women may resort to violence to protect
themselves from domestic or partner abuse or
be coerced into assisting with crimes.   The Vera
Institute reported that about 86 % of women in
jail have experienced sexual violence and 77 %
have experienced intimate partner violence.

Transfer Fees
The Human Rights Defense Center has been
working against the financial exploitation of
prisoners and their families for several decades
now. The fees charged by companies such as Jpay
for families to transfer money to prisoners' trust
accounts are obscene and to date have been
resistant to both litigation and legislation.  The
CFPB (Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) is asking that if you feel you are being made
to pay expensive rates to transfer money to
your loved one in jail or prison or, if you are
a prisoner, to receive money transfers from
people outside of prison or jail, contact them.
By mail: Use the sample letter below and  edit it to
fit your situation. Mail the completed letter and
any supporting documents to: Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, P.O. Box 2900, Clinton, Iowa
52733-2900.
[Today’s date]
Dear CFPB,
I am writing to submit a complaint. Here are the
details of my complaint: ____
My name: [Insert your first and last name]
My address: [Insert your current address or the
address of the institution where you live]
My email address: [If you have one]
My complaint is against: [Insert the name of
financial company and, if possible, its address]
My complaint is about: [Include the product or
service your complaint is about. ]
My desired resolution: [Say what you think would
be a fair resolution to your issue.
They  will forward this information to the company
along with your description of what happened so
that all parties can understand what you are
looking for.]
Sincerely, [Your name, prison number and location]
Note:  people can also contact them by phone or
online:
How to submit a complaint
1. By phone: Call toll-free at 855-411-CFPB (2372),
8 am to 8 pm ET Monday thru Friday, except
federal holidays. .
2. Online: Visit consumerfinance.gov/complaint. If
you have authorized someone else to contact the
company for you, they can also submit a complaint
for you. Before responding to your complaint,
companies generally require signed, written
permission from you. The online form will explain
where the person you have authorized should put
their information and where they should put your
information, and they can upload a copy of your
written authorization.
The more people complain about how serious the
problem is, the more likely it is that the CFPB will
take action. Fees can be as high as 35 to 45
percent of the amount sent. In the aggregate, the
amount of money sent to prisoners nationally each
year is in the billions of dollars with these
companies taking a big cut at every step.
Take  action and be heard.
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MOT Reform
As reported in “State of Reform'', a digital media
outlet that reports on health care and health
policy, Nicole Pasia wrote on Oct 14, 2021 about
the issues of reforming the MOT (mandatory
outpatient treatment) programs throughout VA:
In the last legislative session Delegate Hope [D]
introduced a bill that would have  made significant
changes to the MOT code, including the extension
of court orders up to six months rather than 90
days.  The bill failed.  Anna Mendez, executive
director for Partner for Mental Health, recently
cited two main problems:  “First, individuals can’t
tell if their rights are being respected. Second,
families can’t tell if their loved ones meet criteria
[for MOT].”  In a public comment at the
Subcommittee for Special Populations meeting in
June, Mr. Creekmore, an independent Examiner
for the Virginia Supreme Court said: “If there is
already a substantial body of research supporting
a finding of decreased recidivism into and
diversion from the criminal justice system, why
wouldn’t we wish to promote the same
advantages in terms of decreasing recidivism into
the civil justice system (hospitals, crisis
stabilization units, etc.) and divert entirely such
cases from the criminal justice system from
the outset.  Diversion from the civil court system
nonjudicial delivery of health care svs.  would be
the practical & desirable objective of such a
system.” A significant challenge to reform is that
changes may be difficult to implement across
Virginia’s 40 community service boards, which are
responsible for a large part of MOT delivery. The
executive director of the Treatment Advocacy
Center said:  “It’s necessary for there to be a
mental health court docket to ensure that if all
other opportunities to help somebody failed, you
at least have the opportunity to acknowledge that
mental health was a factor in what happened. But,
in my view, anytime a person ends up in mental
health court, it represents a failure of the system
because you should have been able to intervene &
get help for that person on the civil side.”   This has
caused the legislature to revise & clarify language
in Hope’s bill ahead of the next session.

Expanding HB 5148, An Opinion
By David Ditter, Red Onion

Note:  This is an excerpt from a blog post that we
cannot publish in full due to length.  The entire
post is at:
https://www.coalitionforjusticeva.com/blog)
I am currently serving a 44 year sentence under
the new law (85%) in the VADOC.   I’ve been
incarcerated since the age of 20 (2002).  I received
33 years of my sentence in Richmond City for
attempted robbery, aggravated malicious assault,
and for use of a firearm.  I plead not guilty to those
charges but I was definitely guilty.  I can only hope
for the day that I get the chance to be able to take
responsibility and ask the victim for forgiveness for
these crimes I committed.  At the age of 19, I

(continued on page 3)

I Am A Woman
By Sharika Murphy, Fluvanna Correctional

I am a woman.
I’m not every woman,
I am the woman.
I am African American, strong and not
defined by the statistical views of society.
I am the woman that grapples the obstacles
of my past and shatters them with new
innovations.
I am the woman that looks to build up
everything I encounter.
I strive for perfection by transformation
of my my mistakes,
Not just turning the pages to my my past but
proofreading every error to achieve perfection.
You may see me when you glare in the mirror.
The scars that you see… Yes, that’s me!
They are there as a reminder.
A reminder of the battles we once fought.
A reminder of the pain we once felt.
A reminder that through it all we’re still standing.
A reminder that no matter what color we are,
We have all met pain.
We have all experienced hurt.
We have all reached the point of “no more”.
It’s evident.
We are women
and through it all,
we stand tall

Solitary
VADOC figures show that more than 7,000
incarcerated people were placed in solitary
confinement (RHU) at some point between July
1, 2018- June 30, 2019. This  does not include
people placed in solitary confinement conditions
through other types of housing units in prisons,
or in Virginia jails or juvenile detention facilities.
Before the pandemic, the estimated number of
people held in solitary confinement in the U.S.
ranged from 50,000 to 80,000 on any given day,
though many advocates believe the number to
be much higher.

State Farm
The VADOC acquired the Beaumont Juvenile
Correctional Center and is currently in the
process of updating the facility to house DOC
inmates from the State Farm Enterprise Unit and
State Farm Medical Unit.  There is no ETA as to
when the move will occur.

Good Will Life Path Program
This new program aims to provide supportive
services to individuals coming out of incarceration
and back into Southwest Virginia. They focus on
employment as a primary goal and
provide supportive services such as gift cards, bus
passes, clothing vouchers, job coaching,
resume assistance, and education assistance.
Austin Layton is the Case Manager (tel)
540-739-5144 or write 2502 Melrose Avenue, NW.
PO Box 6159. Roanoke VA, 24017

Second Look Legislation
Today, over 200,000 people in prisons are serving
life sentences — more people than were in prison
with any sentence in 1970.  The Sentencing Project
supports the expedited sentence review of the 30
percent of people serving life sentences who are
55 or older.  Virginia needs “Second Look”
legislation.  Second look sentencing would allow
courts to reevaluate a person’s sentence after a
significant period of time served and it is clear that
the person has earned a second look.  Advocates
across the state are pushing for legislation.
Use this sample letter from FAMM (Families
Against Mandatory Minimums) to contact Senator
Edwards and your own delegate and add your
personal story as well.
Dear [elected official],
For decades, the United States has sent too many
people to prison for far too long. When we reform
sentencing laws, too few are applied retroactively.
As a result, thousands of people continue to
languish behind bars serving sentences with little
to no benefit to public safety and at enormous
costs to the state, that individual, and their
families. People change. Our laws should recognize
that.  Send your thoughts to Senator John
Edwards:  PO Box 1179, Roanoke, VA 24006-1179

Soul of Introspection
By Vincente Jackson, Greensville Correctional

I’m struggling to fight these demons each day,
that ponders my way of life.
With no one to turn to and nowhere10/ to run,
I’m lost without a fight.
A headache arises each day that I’m here.
I feel like I’m losing my mind,
I’m walking the crossroads to only realize
The blindness that’s in my eyes.
I’m trying to stay focused from all the negativity
that surrounds the nakedness of my soul.
Society has blamed me for all the hatred and strife
And has left me all alone.
The glass is empty, the glass is full
is how I see my life each day.
The turbulence of life’s narrow road
has viably faded away.

Barrier Crimes
Despite attempts to reform restrictive barrier
crimes for years, reform efforts by the legislature
have failed.  Virginia is now being sued by the
Institute of Justice, a non-profit law firm based in
Arlington.  A barrier crime is a criminal conviction
that legally disqualifies the person who has been
convicted to work in certain jobs.  There is
widespread recognition that Virginia goes well
beyond the length and restrictiveness of its barrier
crimes laws.  The consequences can be devastating
as once a qualifying barrier crime is on someone’s
criminal record, they are permanently barred from
future employment in certain jobs and also
prohibits continuation in an existing job that falls
into the category of jobs which are illegal for

(continued on page 3)
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became addicted to pain pills that led to heroin
and crack cocaine.  I committed numerous crimes
to fuel-feed my addiction.  Crimes which I already
plead guilty to.  I was young, immature, and
without any worry of the consequences not only
to me but others as well for the choices I was
making.  Now at the age of 40 I can honestly say I
am no longer that confused and scared 19 year old
boy I once was.  I have grown in many ways
throughout my incarceration all to prepare me to
be a productive citizen and a better man
throughout the rest of my life. I do know that I
deserved incarceration for the crimes I committed.
I might not agree with the amount of time I
received but I accept it and blame no one.  I’m
writing about HB 5148.   The bill only applies to
those with non-violent convictions.  Like myself,
there are numerous people with violent
convictions that do have a release date and will be
returning back to society without the help of this
bill.  The bill is a good step in the process of
criminal justice reform.  To bypass people with
violent convictions who are returning to society
amongst our family and friends is giving up a great
opportunity to rehabilitate those who might need
that incentive/push to change their
negative/destructive behavioral patterns.
We owe it to society to make sure that people are
able to access the right tools to rehabilitate.

Rally
The Virginia Prison Justice Network will celebrate
the birthday of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. with its
5th Annual VIrginia Prison Justice Rally on his
birthday, Jan. 15, three days after the opening of
the 2022 Virginia General Assembly.  Location,
Capitol Square (Richmond), 1-2 pm.  There will be
a lobbying/organizing meeting from 3-4 pm. If rally
permits are not granted due to covid,  there will be
a car caravan through the city.  Spread the word.

Change in OP 500.1
Regarding “sealed meals”, per VADOC, the name
was changed to “sealed religious diet”, as the diet
can accommodate many religious dietary needs,
not just the Orthodox religious meals.  Inmates do
not need to reapply.  Due to the change in policy,
inmates will need to resign their agreement.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The newsletter currently goes out to 1,319 prisoners.
The monthly newsletter is published by the Coalition
for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA  24063   Have
a poem or thought you’d like published?  Send them!
Please note: we are not lawyers.  Thanks to all who
send stamps -- We are humbled and grateful.  We
publish inmate writings when we have room to do so
and appreciate all submissions.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con sus
quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora tenemos
apoyo con el español para quejas o preguntas.
¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que te gustaría
publicar? ¡Mándanoslas

Probation Violation Confusion
HB2038  passed in the last session & prohibits
judges from incarcerating probationers
for their 1st  technical offense & limits
punishment for a 2nd  technical offense to a
maximum of 14 days in jail. Only after a 3rd
offense is a judge allowed to impose a longer
sentence.  There is also a probation cap at a max
of 5 yrs. for a felony and 1 yr. for a misdemeanor.
However,  confusion abounds regarding
implementation. The Sentencing Commission
reported that some judges are treating each
technical violation as a separate hearing,
meaning that a defendant could rack up three or
more offenses in a single day.  There are also
concerns about sentencing disparities and that a
technical violation to court could end up hurting
the criminal defendants the law was supposed to
help by leaving them with an even longer
criminal history than they might have faced
otherwise.   Del. Don Scott [D] said that the
practice of treating multiple simultaneous
violations as separate offenses is an unintended
loophole. “That would not be my intent,” he
said. “Hopefully next year we’ll be able to clean
the language up.”

Independent Ombudsman Bill
Delegate Hope [D] introduced a bill that would
lead to oversight of the VADOC failed in last
year’s General Assembly. It would have allowed
the state to hire an independent ombudsman to
investigate conditions & complaints inside the
state’s prisons.  The bill is being studied in
advance of the 2022 General Assembly.

Parole Help
We reported this initiative earlier.  Here are the
new details. For those eligible for parole (old law,
Fishback,and  Juvenile Bill), Professor Allison
Weiss will begin a class that will match a W & L
student with an eligible parole candidate. They
will create and present to the parole board a
packet of information in support of the potential
parolee. The class will begin in January and they
are currently creating a list of potential
candidates. If interested, contact Professor
Allison White: aweiss@wlu.edu, 540-458-8382,
or Washington and Lee School of Law, 1 Denny
Circle, Sydney Lewis Hall, Lexington, VA.
24450-0303
Youngkin had said he would veto any legislation
to restore parole. He's said he will fire the parole
board due to violations of rules and procedures
that resulted  in its release of several “violent
offenders”.   Get help while you can.

HB5148
VADOC has said  that they are still working on an
implementation plan.  Release dates aren’t
being calculated now.  The bill does not go into
effect until July 1, 2022.

someone convicted of a barrier crime to hold.
Senator John Edwards  is part of a legislative task
force examining potential reforms.   Virginia lists
176 barrier crimes

26 Years and Counting
By Kinte (Red Onion State Prison)

For over 26 years now,
I’ve looked out of a cell window
no bigger than my arm.
For over 26 years now,
I’ve listened to a music device
smaller than my palms
with wire taped to my walls.
just to pick up my favorite songs.
Man, God, is this really where I belong?
Huh.  All these muscles, but I still don’t feel strong.
I’ve seen sooo many Super Bowls.
And, yes, enjoyed plenty of “Superswolls”
But, lately, seeing myself in the mirror,
truth be told,
man, I’m getting super old.
Yes, 26 years it’s been
from a boy to a 44 year old man.
I fought the devils every one of those years
and guess what?  “Still, I stand.”
Whether 5 or 26, find your purpose.

Marijuana Justice
Marijuana Justice is committed to “uplifting the
voices of our community to stop harm and secure
true marijuana Justice.  One of the goals of the org
is to release or resentence incarcerated individuals
and have automatic expungements for marijuana
charges.  Send them your stories:
info@marijuanajustice.org
Website: https://www.marijuanajustice.org/
VA has sealed 64,000 misdemeanor marijuana
distribution charges.

Facts
The Sentencing Project lists 12 states where more
than half the inmate population are Black
Americans -- Alabama, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois,
Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, New
Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia
Wisconsin leads all states regarding the
imprisonment of Black people with 1 in 36
inmates, which is twice the national average/
The report cited a  trend in decarceration as nine
states—Alabama, Alaska, California, Connecticut,
Hawaii, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island and
Vermont—have decreased their prison population
by 30% or  more over the past few years

. Stats
September parole grants: 5 (1 dual eligibility,  2
regular parole,  1 board review,  1 geriatric).
Note: Covid-19: As of 11/2:   Vaccines:  23,244
Total inmate vaccinations to date; 7,553 Total staff
vaccinations to date.  PRISONS:  71 inmates covid
positive. 57 deaths, 39  staff members, 5 staff
member deaths.  Rates going down statewide.
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