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(español)
HB 25 Crédito de Condena obtenido; Posesión de
pornografía de niños
Introducido por: Timothy V. Anderson [R]
Crédito de Condena obtenido; Posesión de
pornografía de niños. Excluye el primer delito de la
delincuencia por la posesión de pornografía de
niños, de las delincuencias que serán elegibles
para créditos aumentados de condena, efectivo el
1 de julio de 2022
29/01/2022:  Asignado al subcomité
SB 109 Delincuentes menores de 21 años de edad;
Libertad condicional
Introducido por: Joseph D. Morrissey [D]
Delincuentes menores de 21 años de edad;
Libertad condicional. Estipula que a cualquier
persona condenada a cadena perpetua por un
delito mayor o delitos mayores múltiples
cometidos mientras la persona tuviera menos de
21 años de edad y haya cumplido 20 años de
tal condena; y a cualquier persona que tuviera
condenas activas que sumen más de 20 años
por un delito mayor o delitos mayores múltiples,
cometidos cuando la persona tuviera menos de
21 años de edad y que haya cumplido 20 años de
tal condenas, tiene el derecho de la libertad
condicional. Bajo la ley actual, tales provisiones de
la libertad condicional se aplican sólo a los
delincuentes menores de edad.
El proyecto de ley falló
SB 110 Delincuentes menores; derecho para la
libertad condicional
Introducido por Joseph Morrissey [D]
Delincuentes menores; derecho para la libertad
condicional. Establece que cualquier persona
que tenga condenas activas que sumen más de 20
años para un delito mayor o algunos delitos
mayores cometidos cuando fuera menor de edad,
y que haya cumplido al menos 20 años de la
condena, o 30 por ciento de la reclusión impuesta
para esa condena, tiene el derecho de la
libertad condicional. En la ley actual, tal persona
debe cumplir un mínimo 20 años antes de
tener el derecho de la libertad condicional.
SB 112 Aplicación del estatuto de la libertad
condicional para menores de edad y personas
encarceladas por delitos mayores cometidos.
Introducido por: Joseph D. Morissey [D]
Aplicación del estatuto de la libertad condicional
para menores de edad y personas
encarceladas por delitos mayores cometidos en, o
después, del 1 enero de 1995. Anula la abolición
de la libertad condicional. El proyecto de ley
requiere que la Junta de Libertad
Condicional de Virginia establezca los trámites
para considerar la libertad condicional para
personas que previamente no tuvieran el derecho
de la libertad condicional porque estaba
abolida, y permite una extensión del tiempo para
programar una entrevista de libertad
condicional para una causa razonable.
31/01/2022:  votado para continuar hasta 2023

Some Pending Bills With Latest Action
HB 345 Robbery. Introduced by Vivian Watts [D]
Conforms certain provisions of the Code
referencing robbery to the degrees of robbery
offenses established by Chapter 534 of the Acts
of Assembly of 2021, Special Session I. These
changes include: (i) limiting certain non-robbery
crimes for which committing such crime with the
intent to commit a robbery is an element to the
offenses to the two higher degrees of robbery,
(ii) allowing persons convicted of the two lesser
degrees of robbery to be eligible for conditional
release if they are terminally ill and for the
enhanced earned sentence credits, (iii) allowing
persons who are ineligible for parole as a result
of being convicted of three certain enumerated
offenses to be eligible for parole if convicted of
an offense that would constitute any of the three
lesser degrees of robbery, (iv) limiting the
application of the three-strikes law to the two
higher degrees of robbery and making persons
convicted under the three-strikes law eligible for
parole if one of the three convictions resulting in
the mandatory life sentence would constitute
one of the two lesser degrees of robbery, and (v)
specifying that persons convicted of either of the
two higher degrees of robbery while on
administrative furlough or released for work
release are ineligible for further furlough or work
release and that persons convicted of such
offenses are ineligible for home/electronic
incarceration etc.
01/11/22  House: Referred to Committee for
Courts of Justice
HB 366 Assault and battery; penalties when
committed against certain persons.
Introduced by: Vivian E. Watts
Provides that a simple assault or an assault and
battery committed against a law-enforcement
officer, correctional officer, person directly
involved in the care, treatment, or supervision of
inmates, etc. who has not been previously
convicted of or proceeded against informally or
adjudicated delinquent for an offense that would
be a felony if committed by an adult is
punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor. Currently,
it is a Class 6 felony, with a mandatory minimum
term of confinement of six months. The bill also
provides that any person charged with such
offense who has been diagnosed by a
psychiatrist or clinical psychologist with a mental
illness,developmental disability, or intellectual
disability and the violation was caused by or had
a direct and substantial relationship to the
person's mental illness or disability, then such
person is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
01/29/22  House: Assigned Courts sub:
Subcommittee #1
HB 415 Criminal cases; sentencing by jury.
Introduced by: Jason S. Ballard [R]
Provides that if a jury finds a person guilty of a
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Some Bills That Failed/Laid on Table
Note: Tabling is a gentler version of passing it by.
HB 501 Discovery in criminal cases; copies of
discovery for the accused.  Introduced by: Michael
P. Mullin [D] Discovery in criminal cases; copies of
discovery for the accused. Provides that for any
discovery materials or evidence that the accused is
permitted to inspect and review, the accused may
request the Commonwealth to copy or photograph
such discovery materials or evidence, and the
Commonwealth shall provide such copies or
photographs to the accused or his counsel.
HB 797 Community service work in lieu of
payment of fines and costs; underpaid work.
Introduced by: Marcia S. "Cia" Price [D]
Provides that in the program established by a court
to provide an option to any person upon whom a
fine and costs have been imposed to discharge all
or part of the fine or costs by earning credits for
the performance of community service work,
underpaid work.  The bill makes offering such
options for community service work or underpaid
work mandatory.
This bill was a cleanup bill for HB277
HB 866 Misdemeanor; maximum term of
confinement. Introduced by: Alfonso H. Lopez [D].
Reduces the maximum term of confinement in jail
for a Class 1 misdemeanor from 12 months to 364
days. The bill contains technical amendments.
SB 109 Offenders under 21 years of age; parole.
Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey
Offenders under 21 years of age; parole. Provides
that any person sentenced to a term of life
imprisonment for a single felony offense or
multiple felony offenses committed while that
person was under 21 years of age and who has
served at least 20 years of such sentence and any
person who has active sentences that total more
than 20 years for a single felony offense or
multiple felony offenses committed while that
person was under 21 years of age and who has
served at least 20 years of such sentences shall be
eligible for parole. Under current law, such parole
provisions apply only to juvenile offenders.
SB 114 Court-ordered custody and visitation
arrangements; petition for visitation by
grandparent. Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey
Requires the court, in petitions for visitation filed
by the grandparent of a child where either (i) the
parent is the grandparent's child and is deceased,
incarcerated, or incapacitated, or has had his
parental rights terminated  etc.
SB 578 Department of Corrections; earned sentence
credits Introduced by Ryan McDougle [R]
Repeals the four-level classification system for the
awarding and calculation of earned sentence
credits currently set to go into effect on July 1,
2022. Under current law, a maximum of 4.5
sentence credits may be earned for each 30 days
served.

Parole Stats: December 2021 parole grants: 13
total (2 were geriatric, 2 were dual eligibility).
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Some Pending Bills
HB 25 Earned sentence credits; possession of
child pornography. Introduced by Timothy
Anderson.
Excludes a first offense for the crime of possession
of child pornography from the crimes that will
eligible for enhanced sentencing credits effective
July 1,01/29/22  House: Assigned Courts sub:
Subcommittee #1 2022.
HB 906 Petition for modification of sentence;
eligibility; procedures. Introduced by: Carrie E.
Coyner [R]
Provides a petition process for a person serving a
sentence for any conviction or a combination of
any convictions who remains incarcerated in a
state or local correctional facility and meets
certain criteria to petition the circuit court that
entered the original judgment or order to (i)
suspend the unserved portion of such sentence or
run the unserved portion of such sentence
concurrently with another sentence, (ii) place such
person on probation for such time as the court
shall determine, or (iii) otherwise modify the
sentence imposed. (CFJ (Note:  there are
restrictions)
01/12/22  House: Referred to Committee for
Courts of Justice
SB 104 Elimination of mandatory minimum
sentences; modification of sentence to
mandatory minimum term.
Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey [D]
Elimination of mandatory minimum sentences;
Eliminates all mandatory minimum sentences of
confinement from the Code of Virginia.
01/17/2022:  Senate: Reported from Judiciary with
substitute (8-Y 7-N)
01/17/22  Senate: Rereferred to Finance and
Appropriations
SB 110 Juvenile offenders; parole eligibility.
Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey [D] Juvenile
offenders; parole eligibility. Provides that any
person who has active sentences that total more
than 20 years for a single felony offense or
multiple felony offenses committed while that
person was a juvenile and who has served the
lesser of at least 20 years of such sentences or 30
percent of the term of imprisonment imposed for
such sentences shall be eligible for parole. Under
current law, such person must have served at least
20 years before becoming parole eligible.
01/17/22  Senate: Rereferred to Finance and
Appropriations
SB 137 Sentencing guidelines; written
explanation; appeal.  Introduced by: John S.
Edwards [D]
Requires that the written explanation the court
files with the record of a case when departing
from the sentencing guidelines adequately
explains the sentence imposed to promote fair
sentencing. The bill also provides that the failure
to follow any of the required sentencing
provisions, including the failure to provide a

(continued on page 3)

criminal offense, such jury shall ascertain the
punishment of the offense. Under current law,
unless the accused has requested that the jury
ascertain punishment, the court shall fix
punishment after the accused has been found
guilty by a jury.
01/27/22  House: Assigned Courts sub:
Subcommittee #1
HB 422 Writ of actual innocence; previously
unknown or unavailable nonbiological
evidence; contents.  Introduced by: Charniele L.
Herring [D]
Changes the provision requiring that a petitioner
petitioning for a writ of actual innocence based
on previously unknown or unavailable non
biological evidence allege that such evidence is
such as could not, by the exercise of diligence,
have been discovered or obtained before the
expiration of 21 days following entry of the final
order of conviction or adjudication of
delinquency by the circuit court to instead
require that the petitioner allege such evidence
could not have been discovered or obtained
before the conviction or adjudication of
delinquency became final in the circuit court.
01/11/22  House: Referred to Committee for
Courts of Justice
HB 505 Civil actions; filed on behalf of multiple
persons. Introduced by: Michael P. Mullin
Civil actions filed on behalf of multiple persons.
Provides that a circuit court may enter an order
joining, coordinating, consolidating, or
transferring civil actions upon finding that
separate civil actions brought by a plaintiff on
behalf of multiple similarly situated persons
involve common questions of law or fact and
arise out of the same transaction, occurrence, or
series of transactions or occurrences. The bill
requires the Supreme Court to promulgate rules
no later than November 1, 2022, governing such
actions. The bill has a delayed effective date of
July 1, 2023.
01/21/22  House: Assigned Courts sub:
Subcommittee #2
HB 613 Arrest and prosecution of individual
experiencing a mental health emergency;
assault. Introduced by: Jeffrey M. Bourne [D]
Arrest and prosecution of individual experiencing
a mental health emergency; assault or assault
and battery against a law-enforcement officer.
Provides that no individual shall be subject to
arrest or prosecution for an assault or assault
and battery against a law-enforcement officer if
at the time of the assault or assault and battery
(i) the individual (a) is experiencing a mental
health emergency or (b) meets the criteria for
issuance of an emergency custody order
pursuant to § 37.2-808 and (ii) the
law-enforcement officer subject to the assault or
assault and battery was responding to a call for
service requesting assistance for such individual.
The bill provides that no law-enforcement officer
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Conviction Integrity Unit Dismantled
Lawyers in the former Attorney General's
Conviction Integrity Unit who were working on
wrongful conviction cases were terminated by the
new AG, Jason Miyares.

A Mother’s Love
For Kendrick Lovell Lewis
By Amber Lucas, VCCW

A mother’s love never goes away
no matter how long the judge says
she has to stay.
Life is filled with many ups and downs
but smile, my child, don’t ever frown,
for YOU are the reason I look forward
to tomorrow,
the reason I push through all this grief.
pain and sorrow.
For you are loved far more than you know.
Don’t ever think your mommy just left
you or that she wanted to go.
I know accidents happen to people all the time
but why, Lord, why did this happen to me
and mine?
Carrying all the grief has me full of
questions and lost.
It seems like everytime I try to work
through it, I just get angry and pissed off.
I feel like I failed you and
your brother
when all I ever wanted to be was
the best mother.
Five years on methadone was supposed to
just help keep mommy clean.
Turns out, all it did was cause
a tragic accident scene.
For you are all I have left and
I promise I’ll fight for you until my
last breath.
The judge said to get custody of you
back will take time and something I
will have to earn.
Don’t worry, your mommy won’t back
down.  She’s ready and will stand firm.
So, remember a mother’s love
never goes away.
Pretty soon your mommy will be
home to stay.

Northam’s Pardons
Northam issued over 1,200 pardons during his
four-year term — more than 9 previous governors
combined.  The office  reviewed more than 4,000
pardon petitions during his term.  He also restored
the civil rights of more than 126,000 people who
had completed their sentences.

How Long Does the Assembly Meet?
The Assembly meets for sixty day but can go
longer if agreed to.  It started on 1/12.  Dems
control the Senate.  Republicans control the
House.  Bills must  pass the House and Senate.
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written explanation that adequately explains the
sentence imposed, may be reviewable on appeal
or the basis of any other post-conviction relief.
Under current law, the failure to follow any or all
of the provisions of the sentencing guidelines or
the failure to follow any or all of such provisions in
the prescribed manner is not reviewable on appeal
and cannot be the basis of any other
post-conviction relief.
01/08/22  Senate: Referred to Committee on the
Judiciary
SB 108 Correctional facilities; prohibits use of
isolated confinement.
Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey [D]
Correctional facilities; use of isolated confinement.
Prohibits the use of isolated confinement in state
correctional facilities and juvenile correctional
centers, subject to certain exceptions. Isolated
confinement is defined in the bill as confinement
of an incarcerated person or juvenile to a cell,
alone or with another incarcerated person or
juvenile, for 20 hours or more per day, other than
for the purpose of providing medical or mental
health treatment. The bill has a delayed effective
date of July 1, 2023.   01/14/22  Senate:
Rereferred to Finance and Appropriations
SB 411 Possession of controlled substances;
penalties. Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey [D]
Reduces the penalty for possession of a Schedule I
or II controlled substance from a Class 5 felony to a
Class 1 misdemeanor and the penalty for
possession of a Schedule IV or V controlled
substance from a Class 2 misdemeanor and a Class
3 misdemeanor, respectively, to a Class 4
misdemeanor. Consequently, the bill removes
felony violations of possession of a controlled
substance from the definition of barrier crime
related to criminal history checks for eligibility for
various types of employment, to volunteer or
provide certain services, or to establish or operate
certain types of regulated businesses.
01/11/22  Senate: Referred to Committee on the
Judiciary
SB 680 Geriatric prisoners; conditional release.
Introduced by: Mark D. Obenshain [R]
Expands the list of offenses that would prohibit a
person from petitioning the Parole Board for
conditional release as a geriatric prisoner if the
offense was committed on or after July 1, 2022.
01/20/22  Senate: Referred to Committee on
Rehabilitation and Social Services

Voted to Continue to 2023
SB 112 Parole statutes; application for juveniles
and persons committed upon certain felony
offenses. Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey [D]
Application of parole statutes for juveniles and
persons committed upon felony offenses
committed on or after January 1, 1995. Repeals
the abolition of parole.
01/31/22  Senate: Continued to 2023 in Judiciary
(15-Y 0-N)

acting in good faith shall be found liable for false
arrest if it is later determined that the person
arrested was immune from prosecution.
01/11/22  House: Referred to Committee for
Courts of Justice
HB 617 Discretionary sentencing guidelines;
prior convictions and juvenile adjudications.
Introduced by: Jeffrey M. Bourne [D]
Provides that, for the purposes of the
discretionary sentencing, previous convictions
shall not include (i) any adult conviction more
than 10 years prior to the date of the
commission of the present offense, unless the
prior adult conviction was for a violent felony
offense punishable by a maximum term of
imprisonment of 40 years or more, the
defendant was sentenced to an active prison
term of more than 12 months for the offense,
and the defendant has committed another
violent felony within a 15-year period between
the date of the defendant's sentencing for the
prior offense and commission of the present
offense and (ii) any juvenile adjudications of
delinquency or any juvenile convictions, unless
the juvenile was tried as an adult and the
conviction was for a violent felony offense
punishable by a maximum term of imprisonment
of 40 years or more, the defendant was
sentenced to an active prison term of more than
12 months, and the date of offense was within
the 10 years preceding sentencing for the
present offense. The bill also provides that
juvenile adjudications of delinquency and certain
adult prior convictions shall not serve as the
basis for any sentencing enhancement in an
adult criminal case.
01/11/22  House: Referred to Committee for
Courts of Justice
HB 760 Limitation on sentence upon revocation
of suspension of sentence; technical violations;
penalty.. Introduced by: Les R. Adams [R]
Specifies that a violation of the terms and
conditions of a suspended sentence or probation
based on a defendant's failure to refrain from
the use, possession, or distribution of a Schedule
I or II controlled substance shall not be
considered a technical violation. Accordingly, a
court is not subject to the limitations on the
amount of active incarceration it can impose as a
result of a revocation hearing based on such
violation and may revoke the suspension and
impose or resuspend any or all of the period
previously suspended. Currently, a defendant's
failure to refrain from the use, possession, or
distribution of any controlled substance or
paraphernalia is a technical violation.
01/11/22  House: Referred to Committee for
Courts of Justice

Covid Stats
1/31/2022:  1,262 inmates, 463 staff cases, 0
hospitalizations, 58 deaths (1 since Omicron)

Update on HB5148
In response to our inquiries,  VADOC said:  "There
will be a number of inmates released on July 1,
2022.  You are correct regarding the 60 day period,
so there will be continuous releases so we do not
flood the probation and parole offices."
Inmates that will be released on July 1, 2022 will
be notified prior to enactment date.   Once
eligibility is determined, the VADOC has 60 days to
release according to the bill provision.   The senate
bill to revoke HB5148 that was introduced by
Senator McDougle [R] failed in the Senate. Given
this, the House bill introduced by Delegate Bell
would not pass the Senate either.

New Appointments By New Gov
Parole board:
•  Chadwick Dotson of Wise County, Chairman
• Tracy Banks, legal services project manager at
Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action
Alliance
• Cheryl Nici-O'Connell of Chesterfield County,
former law enforcement officer who was seriously
wounded by a shot to the face.
• Hank Partin, Sheriff, of Montgomery County
• Carmen Williams of Chesterfield County, lawyer
.
The new Gov’s nomination is Fauquier Sheriff
Robert P. “Bob” Mosier as Virginia’s next Secretary
of Public Safety and Homeland Security. He would
replace Brian Moran.  The incoming governor had
said of his new pick that he believes in fully
funding and raising pay for law enforcement
officers, protecting qualified immunity, and on Day
One to fire the Parole Board.

Contact Committee Members
The committees are the first to hear bills and are
very powerful.  Your outside people can express
your opinion via email. Send your correspondence
Senate Committees for Senate Bills:
committeeoperations@senate.virginia.gov
House Committees for House bills:
committeees@house.virginia.gov. The committee
clerk will provide your correspondence to the
committee members before they vote.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The newsletter goes out to 1,457 incarcerated
people.  The monthly newsletter is published by
the Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg,
VA  24063. Please note: we are not lawyers.
Have a poem or thought you’d like published?
Send them!   Thanks to all who send stamps -- We
are humbled and grateful. .

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que
te gustaría publicar? Envíalos a nosotros.
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