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español
SB 378 petición de modificar una sentencia:
elegibles y procedimientos. Introducido por J.
Chapman Petersen [D]. RECHAZADO.  Deja que
una persona sirviendo una sentencia por una
convicción o una combinación de convicciones,
que sigue encarcelado en una cárcel del estado o
un lugar de corrección pueda procesar una
petición si tiene ciertos criterios de la corte que
hizo la decisión original. La corte tiene tres
opciones para responder a la petición: 1.
Suspender la porción de la sentencia que no fue
servida para una convicción o de dos convicciones.
2. Poner a la persona en libertad condicional por
una temporada que la corte decidiría. 3. Modificar
la sentencia.

HB 735 - Earned Sentence Credits
HB 735 Department of Corrections; earned
sentence credits Introduced by Robert Bell [R]
Department of Corrections; earned sentence
credits. Repeals the four-level classification system
for the awarding and calculation of earned
sentence credits currently set to go into effect on
July 1, 2022.02/15/22  House: VOTE: Passage (51-Y
49-N)
3/3/2022:     03/03/22  Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance and Appropriations (11-Y
4-N)

Some House Bills That FAILED
In addition to failed bills reported in the February
2022 issue of the newsletter, these bills failed as
well.  It’s important to know what people are
trying to do.  They are voted into office after all.
HB 25 Earned sentence credits; possession of
child pornography. Introduced by Timothy
Anderson [R]  Excludes a first offense for the crime
of possession of child pornography from the
crimes that will eligible for enhanced sentencing
credits effective July 1, 2022.
HB 47 Suspended sentence or probation; violation
of the terms and conditions, technical violations.
Introduced by Delegate Timothy Anderson [R].
Removes from the definition of technical violation,
used for the purposes of limiting the amount of
active incarceration a court can impose as a result
of a revocation hearing for a probation violation,
violations based on a probationer's failure to (i)
refrain from the use, possession, or distribution of
controlled substances or related paraphernalia etc.
HB 107 Larceny and certain property crimes;
penalties.  Introduced by Delegate John McGuire
{R}.  Decreases from $1,000 to $500 the threshold
amount of money taken or value of goods or
chattel taken at which the crime rises from petit
larceny to grand larceny.
HB 109 Search warrants; removes certain
provisions in regard to execution of warrants.
Introduced by Delegate John McGuide {R}.
Removes provisions requiring that search warrants
for the search of any place of abode be executed
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Some Bills Continued to 2023
SB 112 Application of parole statutes for
juveniles and persons committed upon felony
offenses committed. Introduced by Joseph
Morrissey [D] Application of parole statutes for
juveniles and persons committed upon felony
offenses committed on or after January 1, 1995.
Repeals the abolition of parole.
01/31/22  Senate: Continued to 2023 in Judiciary
SB 135 Virginia Parole Board; membership;
records; report Introduced by John Edwards [D]
Increases from 5  to 11 the number of members
to be appointed to the Virginia Parole Board (the
Board). The bill requires the Board to (i) include
in its monthly report regarding actions taken by
the Board on the parole of prisoners the number
of votes in favor of granting or denying parole of
each prisoner and (ii) ensure that any records,
reports, or other documents used to determine a
person's suitability for parole be made available
for review by such person or his counsel
pursuant to Board regulations. The bill contains
technical amendments.
02/04/22  Senate: Continued to 2023 in
Rehabilitation and Social Services (11-Y 0-N)
SB 165 Jails, local; compensation for cost of
incarceration Introduced by Mark Peake [R]
Provides for local jails to be compensated for the
actual cost of incarcerating convicted felons at
the rate calculated in the Compensation Board's
annual jail cost report. Current law provides for
jails to be compensated for the cost
of incarceration of convicted felons as provided
for in the general appropriation act.
02/02/22  Senate: Continued to 2023 in Finance
and Appropriations (16-Y 0-N)
HB 683 Use of canines in correctional facilities;
prohibited acts. Introduced by: Kaye Kory [D]
prohibited acts. Prohibits any correctional officer,
jail officer, or other employee of a state, local, or
juvenile correctional facility from using a canine
to extract a prisoner or juvenile from his cell
unless there is a threat of death or serious bodily
injury to the prisoner or juvenile, other prisoners
or juveniles, or any officer or employee of the
facility.
02/11/22  House: Continued to 2023
HB 1354 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
release of probation and parole records
Introduced by Sally Hudson [D] Virginia Provides
for an exception to the discretionary release of
records of adult persons under investigation or
supervision by state probation and parole
services.  02/10/22  House: Continued to 2023

Some Pending Bills
HB 752 Office of the State Inspector General;
investigations; prohibition on interference
Introduced by  Les Adams [R]  Prohibits the
Governor and the Governor's chief of staff,
counsel, director of policy, and Cabinet
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Some Bills that Passed House and Senate
HB 170 Correctional facilities; work release
programs. Introduced by Daniel Marshall, III [R]
Directs the Secretary of Public Safety and
Homeland Security to convene a work group to
study inmate work release programs. The bill
provides that the work group shall report its
findings and recommendations to the Secretary of
Public Safety and Homeland Security and the
Chairmen of the House Committee for Courts of
Justice, House Committee on Public Safety, Senate
Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services,
and Senate Committee on the Judiciary by
December 1, 2022.
HB 307 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
estimated charges for records. Introduced by
Nicholas Freitas [R] (Passed with a substitute).
Provides that a public body subject to the Virginia
Freedom of Information Act shall make all
reasonable efforts to supply records requested by
a citizen at the lowest possible cost. The bill also
requires a public body, prior to conducting a
search for records, to notify the requester in
writing of the public body's right to make
reasonable charges not to exceed its actual cost
incurred in accessing, duplicating, supplying, or
searching for requested records and inquire of the
requester whether he would like to request a cost
estimate in advance of the supplying of the
requested records.
HB 388 State facilities; video visitation
Introduced by Rodney Willett [R]  Requires the
director of every state facility to establish a
process by which individuals receiving services at
the state facility are able to receive virtual visits
from any person designated by the individual
receiving services or his legally authorized
representative.
03/01/22 Passed Senate with substitute
03/03/22  House: VOTE: Adoption (100-Y 0-N)
HB 409 Statute of limitations; promises not to
plead. Introduced by Jason Ballard [R] Specifies
that a written promise not to plead the  statute of
limitations is valid only when such written promise
is made to avoid or defer litigation pending
settlement of any cause of action that has accrued
in favor of the promisee against the promisor. The
bill further replaces the current requirement of
validity that such promise not be made
contemporaneously with any other contract with
the requirement that the written promise be
signed by the promisor or his agent. Finally, the bill
specifies that the promisee must commence an
action asserting such cause of action within the
earlier of the applicable limitations period running
from the date the written promise is made or any
shorter time provided for in the written promise
for such promise to be valid; current law requires
that any such written promise may be made for an
additional term not longer than the applicable
limitations period in order to be valid. The bill
provides that its provisions apply only to written
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by initial entry of the abode only in the daytime
hours between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
HB 110 Law-enforcement civilian oversight
bodies; Introduced by Delegate John McGuire [R].
Removes the authority of a locality to establish a
law-enforcement civilian oversight body.
HB 134 Involuntary commitment; release of
person before expiration of order.  Introduced by
Delegate Mike Cherry [R]. Provides that no person
who is the subject of an order for involuntary
commitment shall be released from a state
hospital or licensed hospital and that no
community services board shall petition for
rescission of a mandatory outpatient treatment
order or order authorizing discharge to mandatory
outpatient treatment following inpatient
treatment during the 96-hour period immediately
following entry of the order, unless in the opinion
of (i) the psychiatrist or clinical psychologist
treating the person, based on an evaluation
conducted by the psychiatrist or clinical
psychologist, and (ii) a second psychiatrist or
clinical psychologist who has evaluated the person,
the person will not meet the criteria for
involuntary commitment if released.
HB 147 Local correctional facilities and lock-ups;
minimum standards.  Introduced by Delegate Bill
Wiley [R].  Requires the State Board of Local and
Regional Jails (the Board) to establish minimum
standards for identification and care of individuals
with developmental disabilities in local
correctional facilities and procedures for enforcing
such minimum standards.
HB 171 Minimum wage; removes certain
provisions relating to increasing state wage.
Introduced by Delegate Daniel Marshall [R].
Repeals certain provisions of the Code of Virginia
related to increasing the state minimum wage to
more than $11.00 per hour.
HB 247 Grand larceny and certain property
crimes; decreases threshold amount, penalty.
Introduced by Margaret Ransone [R] Decreases
from $1,000 to $500 the threshold from petit
larceny to grand larceny.
HB 280 Marijuana-related offenses; modification
of sentence. Introduced by Delegate Carrie Coyner
[R] Creates a process by which persons convicted
of certain felony marijuana-related offenses
committed prior to July 1, 2021, who remain
incarcerated or on community supervision on July
1, 2022, may receive an automatic hearing to
consider modification of such person's sentence.
HB 345 Robbery Introduced by: Vivian Watts [D]
Conforms certain provisions of the Code
referencing robbery to the degrees of robbery
offenses established by Chapter 534 of the Acts of
Assembly of 2021, Special Session I.
HB 415 Criminal cases; sentencing by jury.
Introduced by Delegate Jason Ballard [R] Provides
that if a jury finds a person guilty of a criminal
offense, such jury shall ascertain the punishment
of the offense. Under current law, unless the
accused has requested that the jury ascertain
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Secretaries from interfering with or exerting
undue influence upon any investigation by the
Office of the State Inspector General of fraud,
waste, abuse, or corruption by a state agency or
nonstate agency or by any officer or employee of
a state agency or nonstate agency.
02/14/22 Passed House  (99-Y 0-N)
03/02/22  Senate: Reported from General Laws
and Technology (14-Y 0-N 1-A)
HB 1270 SNAP benefits; waiver to allow inmates
of correctional facilities to apply prior to release.
Introduced by: Mark D. Sickles [D] SNAP benefits
program; inmates of state or local correctional
facilities. Directs the Dept. of Social Services (the
Department) to submit to the US Department of
Agriculture a request for a waiver to allow
individuals in the custody of state or local
correctional facilities to apply for SNAP benefits
prior to release from custody and, upon approval
of such waiver, to (i) implement a process by
which such individuals may apply for SNAP
benefits prior to release and (ii) distribute to the
Department of Corrections and the State Board
of Local and Regional Jails information
regarding such process.
02/15/22  House: Passage (86-Y 14-N)
03/01/22  Senate: Reported from Finance and
Appropriations with amendment (16-Y 0-N)
03/03/22  Senate: Passed Senate with
amendment (33-Y 5-N)
SB 673 Local correctional facilities; entry
privileges Introduced by Joseph Morrissey [D]
Authorizes the Governor and members of the
General Assembly to enter the interior of any
local correctional facility.  02/09/22  Passed
Senate   03/03/22  House: Subcommittee
recommends reporting (7-Y 1-N)

Some Senate Bills That Failed/Laid on Table
SB 104 Elimination of mandatory minimum
sentences.   Introduced by Joseph Morrissey [D] .
Eliminates all mandatory minimum sentences of
confinement from the Code of Virginia. The bill
directs the Secretary of Public Safety and
Homeland Security to establish a work group to
evaluate the feasibility of resentencing persons
previously convicted of a felony offense that was
punishable by a mandatory minimum term of
confinement and to report its findings by
November 1, 2022.
02/14/22   Defeated by Senate (17-Y 23-N)
SB 378 Petition for modification of sentence;
eligibility, procedures. Introduced by Chap
Petersen [D] Provides a petition process for a
person serving a sentence for any conviction or a
combination of any convictions who remains
incarcerated in a state or local correctional
facility and meets certain criteria to petition the
circuit court that entered the original judgment.
02/28/22  House: Subcommittee recommends
laying on the table (5-Y 3-N)
Note: HB 906 Petition for modification of
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promises not to plead the statute of limitations
made on or after July 1, 2022. The bill as
introduced was a recommendation of the
Boyd-Graves Conference.
HB 422 Writ of actual innocence; previously
unknown or unavailable non biological evidence,
etc. Introduced by Charniele Herring [D] Changes
the provision requiring that a petitioner
petitioning for a writ of actual innocence based on
previously unknown or unavailable nonbiological
evidence allege that such evidence is such as could
not, by the exercise of diligence, have been
discovered or obtained before the expiration of 21
days following entry of the final order of
conviction or adjudication of delinquency by the
circuit court to instead require that the petitioner
allege such evidence could not have been
discovered or obtained before the conviction or
adjudication of delinquency became final in the
circuit court.
HB 502 Credit for time spent in confinement
while awaiting trial; separate, dismissed, etc.
Introduced by Michael Mullin [D]  Provides that
credit for time spent in confinement while
awaiting trial shall include any time spent in
pretrial confinement or detention on separate,
dismissed, or nolle prosequi charges that are from
the same act as the violation for which the person
is convicted and sentenced to a term of
confinement.  As introduced, this bill was a
recommendation of the Virginia Criminal Justice
Conference.  Passed with amendments.
HB 665 Correctional facilities, state; fees
associated with inmates. Introduced by Patrick
Hope [D] – Directs the Department of Corrections
(the Department) to convene a work group to
review and make recommendations regarding the
reduction or elimination of costs and fees charged
to inmates in state correctional facilities. The bill
directs the Department to report its findings to the
Chairmen of the House Committee on Public
Safety and the Senate Committee on Rehab  and
Social Services by October 1, 2022.)
HB 738 Competency to stand trial; order for
evaluation or treatment. Introduced by Robert
Bell [R]  Provides that whenever a court orders an
evaluation of a defendant's competency to stand
trial, the clerk of the court shall provide a copy of
the order to the Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services.  (Senate version is
SB 69. Introduced by T. Montgomery Mason [D])
HB 1318 Probation violation guidelines; use of
sentencing revocation report and discretionary
sentencing. Introduced by Les Adams [R]
Authorizes the Virginia Sentencing Commission to
develop, maintain, and modify a system of
statewide discretionary sentencing guidelines for
use in hearings conducted in circuit courts in
which the defendant is cited for violation of a
condition or conditions of supervised probation
imposed as a result of a felony conviction. The bill
provides that a court would be presented with
such guidelines when a defendant is cited for
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punishment, the court shall fix punishment after
the accused has been found guilty by a jury.

Should I Breathe
By Corevon Copeland, Red Onion

Because the pressure brings me to my knees
filled with anxiety in this vicissitude society
I’m lost and confused on how we rather
abuse and misinterpret our real issues
So we pick and we choose, not knowing in
this world of cold solitude, we always lose.
We was once told pain is a blessing
but pain is only part of our confessions.

Stats
3/3/2022:   25,478 inmate vaccines, 138  inmates
covid positive, 87 staff cases, 0 hospitalizations.
January 2022 Parole Numbers 4 Geriatric, 5
Discretionary parole, 3 dual eligibility release.

Overrun with Appeals
AG Miyares says his staff can’t keep up with the
huge number of criminal appeals being heard by
the newly expanded VA  Court of Appeals.  As of
2022, the court now provides by-right appeals
with the passage of  SB 1261 in 2021.  With
criminal appeals, the AG’s office is responsible for
representing the state. The AG wrote to the
General Assembly leadership saying that before
the bill,  the AG’s office handled about 250
criminal cases/year but now there have been over
300 cases in January alone.  The bill provides an
automatic right of appeal for criminal defendants
and civil litigants and removed the petition-based
process for said appeal.

No Sale
A VA House of Delegates subcommittee killed
efforts to accelerate recreational marijuana sales
in the state for at least another year.   The massive
bill was related to nearly all marijuana-related
measures, outlining everything from enforcement
and regulation to tax revenue and reinvestment.
SB 391:  02/28/22  House: Subcommittee
recommends continuing to 2023 (5-Y 3-N)

Pending Solitary Bill
SB 108 Correctional facilities; use of isolated
confinement.  Introduced by Joseph Morrissey [D]
Prohibits the use of isolated confinement in state
correctional facilities and juvenile correctional
centers, subject to certain exceptions.  The bill was
passed by the Senate but the House subcommittee
has opted for a study instead -- “The DOC  shall
convene a work group of relevant stakeholders,
including at least one licensed clinical psychologist,
to review and make recommendations regarding
the use of restorative housing…”
03/02/22  House: Passed House with substitute
(100-Y 0-N).

sentence; eligibility; procedures.  Introduced by:
Carrie Coyner [R] Failed in the House
02/15/22  House: Left in Courts of Justice

Security Camera Bill Passes House/Senate
SB 700 Correctional facility; intentionally
covering, removing, etc., a security camera,
penalty. Introduced by Bill DeSteph [R]  Anyone
who intentionally covers, removes, damages,
renders inoperable or otherwise obscures a
security camera, as defined in the bill, without
the permission of the sheriff, jail superintendent,
warden, or Director of the DOC or Dept. of
Juvenile Justice is guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor.  Any person who intentionally
covers, removes, damages, renders inoperable,
or otherwise obscures a security camera with the
intent of inhibiting or preventing a security
camera from recording or transmitting a
photograph, motion picture, or other digital
image of the commission of a felony is guilty of a
Class 6 felony.  Passed with substitute.

Poem
By Jeremiah Pullen Sr., Greensville

It was Friday the 13th
It felt like a nightmare
A retired judge sentenced me
He gave me 80 years
He told me to do 24
He wasn’t playing fair.
Faces dropped and hit the  floor
My whole family was there
Now my mama is sick
and I need a furlough
But they said, “You are a threat to society”
so the answer is “no”.
Now I am losing weight
because I am stressed out in a cell.
I have a lot on my plate
and they won’t give me bail.
So, patient I wait
Never losing faith
Because I know one day
God will free me from this jail.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
The newsletter goes out to 1,511  incarcerated
people.  The monthly newsletter is published by
the Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg,
VA  24063.
Please note: WE ARE NOT LAWYERS.
Have a poem or thought you’d like published?
Send them!   Thanks to all who send stamps --
We are humbled and grateful. .

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto
que te gustaría publicar? Envíalos a nosotros

violating a condition or conditions of supervised
probation imposed as a result of a felony
conviction and such person is under the
supervision of a state probation and parole officer.
(Senate version is SB 424 Introduced by John
Edwards [D )
HB 1320 Discretionary sentencing guidelines;
midpoint for violent felony offenses.
Introduced by Les Adams [R] Clarifies the Virginia
Criminal Sentencing Commission's authority to
recommend revisions to the discretionary
sentencing guidelines based on historical
sentencing data.  (Senate version is SB 423)
SB 5 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; Virginia
Parole Board member votes. Introduced by David
Suetterlein [R]  Provides that individual votes of
the members of the Virginia Parole Board are
public records and subject to the provisions of the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act
SB 581 Correctional facilities, local and regional;
fees charged to inmates. Introduced by Senator
Joseph Morrissey [D]. Directs the State Board of
Local and Regional Jails to convene a work group
to review and make recommendations regarding
the reduction or elimination of costs and fees
charged to inmates in local or regional correctional
facilities, including fees related to the costs of an
inmate's keep, work release, or participation in
educational or rehabilitative programs; telephone
services; commissaries; and electronic visitation
systems..

Parole Bill Reporting Bill - Update
SB 547 Virginia Parole Board; monthly reports
Introduced by Bill DeSteph [R] Requires the
Virginia Parole Board (the Board to publish a
statement regarding any action taken by the Board
on the parole of a prisoner within 30 days of such
action and to include in such statement
information regarding the length of sentence and
the date such sentence was imposed for each
prisoner considered for parole.  Passed Senate.
03/03/22  House: Subcommittee recommends
reporting (8-Y 0-N)

Marcus Alert Bill Update - A Step Back
HB 1191 Marcus alert system; participation in the
system is optional for localities, etc. Introduced by
Margaret Ransone [R].  Provides that participation
in the Marcus alert system is optional for localities
with a population of less than 40,000. The bill
requires every locality, regardless of population, to
establish local protocols to divert calls from the
9-1-1 dispatch and response system to a crisis call
center for risk assessment and engagement,
including assessment for mobile crisis or
community care team dispatch if available. The bill
also delays from July 1, 2026, to July 1, 2028, the
requirement that all community services board
and behavioral health authority geographical areas
have established a Marcus alert system that uses a
community care or mobile crisis team. 03/02/22
House: VOTE: Passage (93-Y 7-N) - with substitute.
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