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español
HB 5148 fue aprobado en 2020 pero no está
vigente hasta el 1 de julio del 2022. Los
republicanos trataron de revocar el proyecto de
ley en la sesión reciente de la Asamblea
General, pero no pudieron hacerlo. El gobernador
puso una enmienda al proyecto de ley sobre
el presupuesto (HB30) una vez que el proyecto fue
devuelto tras su aprobación por la sesión
del presupuesto en la Cámara baja y Senado.
Como todos los proyectos de ley que son
aprobadas en la Asamblea, después de aprobados,
todas van al Gobernador para firmar,
enmendar, o vetar y después, las enmiendas van a
la Cámara baja y al Senado para aprobar.
La enmienda del Gobernador fue aprobada en
ambos así que es final.
Enmienda #19:
A pesar de estipulaciones de § 53.1-202.3, Código
de Virginia, un máximo de 4.5 créditos de
pena puede ser ganado por cada 30 días
cumplidos de una condena que es simultánea con,
o consecutiva a, una pena de cárcel para una
condena de un delito enumerado en subdivisión A
de § 53.1-202.3, Código de Virginia.
Los Votos:
La Cámara baja estuvo de acuerdo con la
enmienda del gobernador #19 (48-Y 45-N)
Senado: El Senado estuvo de acuerdo con la
enmienda del gobernador #19 (22-Y 17-N)
Esta enmienda afecta a los con cargos variados (o
simultáneos o consecutivos). Ellos solo
obtendrían 4.5 créditos/30 días y NO créditos
ganados aumentados por los delitos. Un cargo
variado se refiere a alguien que tenga cargos que
están excluidos de HB 5148 y cargos que no
están excluidos de HB 5148

Being Strong
By Terrence Vaughn (River North)

Being strong… When strong is our only option is a
quote from Bob Marley that I read every day of my
life.  So if you’re incarcerated, and you feel the
void of being cast away from everything you’ve
ever known or loved – “be strong”.  It’s hard.  I get
it… but we must stand firm in adversity.
Overcome the pressure of losing your identity in
society by becoming a better you, now in your
journey.  Don’t lose faith but channel your energy
into developing a more powerful you.  Fight, never
give up.  No matter how many times the courts tell
you no or how many times you are told you ain’t
sh**, scum.  Don’t allow such judgment to deter
you from pursuing success.  Stand firm brothers
and sisters, determined to exceed all those
negative judgements cast upon us.  We are
experiencing the real struggle of life’s
consequences for our actions.  We’ve all made
choices and decisions that carry heavy penalties,
most wish we can change those decisions but we
can’t.  But what we can do is strive toward being a
better version of self.  For 23 years I’ve been in this
struggle.  Been

The Governor’s Bail Amendment
In 2021, Senator Deeds [D] sponsored legislation
to eliminate the presumptions against bond.  The
bill maintained the provisions of the Code of
Virginia requiring the judge and magistrate to
consider many factors when determining if the
person can safely live in the community while
awaiting trial.   The Governor proposed a budget
amendment, similar to a bill that was defeated in
2022, to reinstate those presumptions.  Senator
Deeds wrote:  “In this country, we are innocent
until proven guilty. And under the law, people
can be denied bail based on a multitude of other
considerations.”  That amendment to HB 30 (the
budget bill)  was defeated.

2023 Review of HB 5148
According to the provision of HB 5148, there will
be a review of the overall efficacy release plan.
By June of 2023, The Department of Corrections
must complete a report for the General
Assembly and the governor.  This report will
show the direct impact of the reform on the
people affected and must also include the
financial impact of the change, including the cost
saved by sentence reductions.

Reflections on Amendment 19
Many people behind bars have contacted us
about the amendment.  They brought their
words and tears to us and although we can’t
include everyone’s words, we want to make as
many available to the extent that we can.  To do
so, we have edited some longer comments due
to space constraints.
Eyvind:  “Unfortunately this [amendment]
disqualifies me.  I am concerned for others who
are not taking this well at all and there will be a
lot of repercussions pertaining to some others’
mental health, this stands true for the families of
inmates as well.  A man just told me that he will
not be going home in July and the sad thing is his
eight year old grandson has been so happy that
Grandpa will be released early and this man has
no idea how he will tell his grandson that he has
to wait a year and a half before they can go
fishing.  This brought me to tears and I'm hearing
more stories on how this is impacting families.
My hearts go out to all those affected by the
governor's amendment.”
Timothy: “... we have had the rug pulled out
from under us just two weeks before this law
was to go into effect and being told for nearly
two years it would reduce our sentences”
Christopher:  “Some of them have been locked
up for 5, 10, 20 years & now they finally have a
chance to come home to their families & now
they have no way to explain to their family that
need them… That bill would have helped me as
well.”

(continued on page 2)

Amendment 19 of HB 30 (Budget Bill)
HB 30 (Budget bill) was passed in the House and
Senate.  As with all bills, the bill then went to the
Governor to offer amendments, veto, or sign.  He
made several amendments, including one to HB
5148 to close a “loophole” in the bill that would
have allowed those with mixed charges to get HB
5148 credits.  Whenever there are amendments to
a bill, it then goes back to the House and Senate to
approve or not approve.
This is amendment 19:
“Notwithstanding the provisions of § 53.1-202.3,
Code of Virginia, a maximum of 4.5 sentence
credits may be earned for each 30 days served on
a sentence that is concurrent with or consecutive
to a sentence for a conviction of an offense
enumerated in subsection A of § 53.1-202.3, Code
of Virginia.”
From Senator Creigh Deeds [D]
In Virginia, everyone who is incarcerated must
serve at least 85% of their sentence. Those who
choose to abide by the rules, work jobs, and
complete programs can earn sentence credits to
reduce their time to that 85% threshold. In 2020
we passed legislation to allow enhanced earned
sentence credits for certain non-violent
convictions that would accrue from the beginning
of their incarceration. We agreed to a delayed
effective date to allow VDOC time to recalculate
release dates. Beginning July 1 of this year, people
would have a better chance to be released early.
The Virginia Department of Corrections had
already calculated the new release dates and
informed people who were slated to be released
early. The VDOC has worked with the families and
developed home plans. Some of the individuals
who were slated to be released had multiple
convictions, non-violent and violent. Even though
these individuals have served their time for the
violent offense, and only earned enhanced
sentence credits for the non-violent offenses, the
fact that they had been convicted of a violent
offense created a red herring for those who like to
scream about law and order and create
boogeymen on the political hustings (campaigning
associated with elections).
The Governor offered an amendment basically to
strip those enhanced sentence credits from
several hundred inmates who had also been
convicted of violent offenses. For two years, those
individuals have anticipated an early release
because they have already served their time on
the violent offenses and have worked to earn
those credits. It is important to remember that
these individuals are going to be released anyway
and many have already served decades in prison.
In most cases, the amendment will add a few
months to a year on the time remaining for them
to serve. In my view, this is the most cynical form
of politics. We let down families who had been
counting on having their loved ones home.”
On why the Democrats fell short on votes against

(continued on page 2)
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(continued on page 2)
to 8 prisons (some twice), have experienced it all
including solitary confinement for over 100 days
and 100 nights.  But I’ve maintained and remained
strong.  I’ve been called “inmate” “offender” but
have never lost my self value.  We’ve been
dehumanized in so many ways my brothers and
sisters but we must continue to stand firm and be
strong.  We must strive to become more than just
a state number, to overcome that stigma that we
are just criminals.  Utilize this time now to educate
yourself, find your purpose.  Create a path toward
success, do not be defined by your past and your
past alone.  But by now you responded to the
consequences of your actions and grew from
them.  Be strong brothers and sisters cause it may
be dark times now but your light will shine again
and we gotta be ready to change this narrative.
I’m one of six founders of a recently established
foundation called Band of Brothers Behind Bars
and we strive to uplift and empower because All
Lives Matter  Email:
bandofbrothersbehindbars5@gmail.com

Legal Mail
The Coalition for Justice asked the VADOC about
the changes made to incoming legal mail and got
this response on June 9:  “ The department will be
utilizing specialized equipment for the purpose of
detecting illicit substances when screening legal
correspondence.  When the new process is
implemented, we will continue to handle all
correspondence within applicable federal, state
and departmental policies.”
We are waiting for further information on the
process.

SCOTUS Decision - Concepcion v. United States
In 2010 the Fair Sentencing Act was passed to
reduce the sentencing disparity between crack
cocaine and powder cocaine offenses. The First
Step Act was signed in 2018 and allowed
incarcerated people to apply for retroactive
application of the 2010 law.  In just a year since its
passage,  over 2,000 people’s sentences were
reduced as a result.  However, lower courts were
divided about what factors to consider for
incarcerated people convicted of a pre-2010
crack-cocaine offense seeking a new sentence
under the First Step Act.  On appeal, Carlos
Concepcion argued the district court erred by
refusing to consider present-day law and facts in
resentencing him.  From an article from the ABA
Journal:  “Nothing in the First Step Act prevents
judges from considering intervening changes, such
as new sentencing guidelines and good behavior in
prison. ''  On June 27, 2022, the Supreme Court, in
a 5 to 4 decision, said that the First Step Act allows
district courts to consider intervening changes of
law (such as changes to the Guidelines) or fact
(such as behavior in prison) in exercising their
discretion to reduce a sentence.  Concepcion,
considered a career criminal, plead guilty to
possession with intent to distribute at least 5

Melissa: “My home plan was verified.   I went
through discharge planning in Fluvanna.  Talked
to mental health about my upcoming release in a
couple of weeks.  DMV came and took my
picture for my photo ID.  All of this prep because
I was going home.  Then, I was called out to the
bubble.  The CHAP was there saying he hated to
be the bearer of bad news but there had been a
mistake.  I was not eligible for the ESC and would
not be leaving in July as planned.  I was crushed.
Now I had to break the news to my friends and
family.  Those were some of the hardest calls I
had to ever make.  False hope and broken
dreams. (Note:  Melissa’s poem is on page 3)
Askari:  “The Juneteenth Question.  Today
Sunday June 19, 2022 the warden walked around
and told some guys that they would not  be able
to go home after the Gen. Assembly amended
HB 1548 two weeks before it went into effect.   I
thought it was awfully ironic that this would
happen on a day celebrating freedom.  I began
thinking about my heritage and the legacy of
slavery and segregation and what it means in the
current context of George Floyd and Black Lives
Matter.  I realized that if we are still having to tell
the dominant culture and their state apparatus
that oppresses us that "our lives matter ''then
wouldn't celebrating freedom on Juneteenth be
the greatest contradiction and demonstration of
our overall confusion as a people?  We have to
understand the nature of our oppression,
particularly what mass incarceration and the
prison industrial complex is designed to do.  This
struggle against Truth In Sentencing has its roots
in slavery and Jim Crow segregation here in
Virgina.  The Neo Conservative/Neo Liberal Gen.
Assembly are just the current masters of the
system. Wake up and realize that in this struggle,
I nor any other prisoner are not your enemies!”
Shebri:  “So, the news was delivered today,
despite the holiday. It is striking that on the day
that freedom is celebrated, people were
informed that the freedom they thought they
had coming has now been revoked.  Our entire
wing listened to the wracking sobs of a girl who
was told during count that she would not be
going home when she was told she would, just
ten days before her expected release.  You could
hear the deep sorrow in her wails, pain felt for
her children and her family...bouncing off of the
concrete and steel of this hardened place.  There
were no words at that moment, but a collective
moment of silence for what we all understood:
The pain of injustice.....  I am sure this pain was
felt by over 500 others, and their families.  My
soul cries out and screams for the broken hearts
of separated and shattered people... “
Raymond: “I have just been told I have been
taken off the list for early release after the PO
had approved my home plan and I’d done
re-entry.  This has really flipped my life upside
down.”

the amendment:
“We knew, in the Senate Democratic Caucus, that
we would be one member short if we scheduled
anything before June 20. We were also three
Democrats short in the House of Delegates on
June 17.  Scheduling during the summer months is
always a challenge due to vacation plans and
scheduled medical appointments, and we had
limited days from which to choose before the end
of the fiscal year.  So when we met, we only held a
majority of 20-19 in the Senate.”
06/17/22  House: House concurred in Governor's
Amendment #19 (48-Y 45-N)
06/17/22  House: VOTE: Adoption (48-Y 45-N)
06/17/22  Senate: Senate concurred in Governor's
Amendment #19 (22-Y 17-N)
YEAS--John Bell [D], Chase [R], Cosgrove [R],
DeSteph [R], Dunnavant [R], Hackworth [R],
Hanger [R], Kiggans [R], Lewis [D], Mason [D],
McDougle [R], Newman [R], Norment [R],
Obenshain [R], Peake [R], Pillion [R], Reeves [R],
Ruff [R], Stanley [R], Stuart [R], Suetterlein [R],
Vogel- [R] -22 YES - 3 Democrats voted for the
Amendment.

NOT VOTING--Surovell [D] --1.

NAYS--Barker, Boysko, Deeds, Ebbin, Edwards,
Favola, Hashmi, Howell, Locke, Lucas, Marsden,
McClellan, McPike, Morrissey, Petersen, Saslaw,
Spruill--17 NO (All Democrats)

Once the House and Senate approved the
amendment, it means the amendment is adopted.
A bill that would have repealed HB 5148 was
introduced by Del. Rob Bell [R] earlier this year in
the regular session. Bell’s bill passed in the House
51–49, but later died in the Senate.  Since the full
repeal fell short, Attorney General Miyares then
sought to exclude inmates from the summer
release who have “mixed sentences” through a
budget amendment and the Governor did so with
the budget bill in the budget session.  Those 550
inmates had already served their time on offenses
excluded and had earned enough credits through
HB 5148 on their other charges but now, sadly,
those with mixed charges will not get credit due to
the amendment.

Stats
Parole grants May 2022:  1 (discretionary parole)
Conditional release (May 2022): 155 (2
Inmates who were released from a Civil
Commitment, others from incarceration due to
Medical reasons, Commutation/Pardon or other
reasons where a Community Supervision
obligation is required as a condition of their being
released.
VADOC Major Institutions population:   22,510
(May 2022);  private prison 1,509
Covid 19 as of 6/28:  736; 82 positive cases
inmates and 84 staff cases.  Baskerville has 12
inmate cases and Nottoway has 37.
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(continued on page 3)
grams of crack cocaine in 2008 and was sentenced
in 2009 to nineteen years,  about one year before
the Fair Sentencing Act of 2010 (FSA) substantially
increased the quantity of crack cocaine required to
trigger a mandatory minimum sentence.

Costly
In June 2022, it was reported that the contract
between Rappahannock Regional Jail and Global
TelLink for inmate telephone and tablet services,
which runs through August 2024, shows that the
jail receives 95%  of the revenue billed or prepaid
for telephone calls.  The jail also gets 45 percent of
net web sales made by Oasis Management, which
provides commissary services.  Shawn Weneta, a
policy strategist for the Virginia ACLU, said that it is
women of color who are the most impacted by
these high costs.  Loved ones will spend three
billion dollars a year on top of the almost $81
billion that taxpayers pay annually for prisons,
jails, parole and probation, according to a 2017
report by the Prison Policy Institute.

Upcoming Rallies
From the Humanization Project: Save the date!
July 24, 2022  The Humanization Project and other
advocacy organizations are putting together a rally
in response to the governor’s amendment of the
earned sentence credit bill and honoring those
who just had their new release dates taken away
in the afternoon followed by an event in the
evening for those who are still getting out early
and their families and friends with advocates and
legislators. Both will be in Richmond. Details TBA.
Get on the Humanization Project email list for
more info:
http://thehumanizationproject.org/newsletter/ or
find us on FB, Instagram, or Twitter.
From the Coalition On Solitary Confinement
A  rally is set (permit already acquired) for July
9TH from 10am -1pm at 5701 Springfield Road
Glen Allen, Virginia in response to Amendment 19
and also to build a.moment for the families to
unify with the mission to refocus on voting power,
achieving more victories, and to push for reforms.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
goes out to 1,675 incarcerated people and is
published by the Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299,
Blacksburg, VA  24063.
Please note: WE ARE NOT LAWYERS.

Have an original poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them and thanks to all who send
stamps

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que
te gustaría publicar?  Envíalos a nosotros

Broken Glass
by Mazel Sexton (River North)

With a past that cuts like broken glass so full of
hurt,
looking back it’s a sting that will always last
As I pick up the pieces and try and put them back
I see a mirror image of someone
discarded for trash,
as the lowest of the good people’s class.
My face changed with years that have passed,
but dreams gleam bright with each new chance
To make amends for my actions of the past
So I beg of thee to find a use
for this broken glass.

Book Published
By Michael Wayne Bryant (Augusta)

The Com.pos.men.tis is a book of poetic justice.
Whether you believe in God or not, we are all
connected by our deeds, beliefs or disbeliefs,
thoughts and actions. It is not my story, but all
our stories wrapped into one giant symphony of
a life and humanity, being the instruments of life
with no part being greater or less than the other.
So, ask yourself this question, "Why does
humanity suffer?". A question I have asked
myself many times over – Michael Braynt.
Available on Amazon.

Mixed Charge Offenses
According to Brad Hayward, a public defender in
Arlington, the majority of violent offenses re HB
5148 mixed charges are actually robbery charges
and not murder or rape.   In Virginia, robbery is
considered a violent crime.

Clear them Out
The new chair of the Parole Board, Mr. Chadwick
Dotson has said that as one of his priorities, he
has pledged to attack a backlog of pardon
requests. “There are between 1,500 and 2,000 I
think that we inherited, so I have a team of 11
investigators.”
Former Governor Northam pardoned over 1,200
people in his four years in office.

New Beginnings
By Melissa Robbins, Fluvanna

With each ending
there is a new beginning
Flowers emerge from the snow
New life and love grow
Spring comes to life after the
winter’s night
Lovers find comfort in an embrace
after the fight
Night becomes day
Silence is broken by a simple “hey…”
New beginnings bring new views
of flowers and “I love yous”

VA Supreme Court Appointments
Fairfax County Circuit Judge Thomas P. Mann and
Virginia Court of Appeals Judge Wesley G. Russell
Jr. of Henrico County will both begin 12-year terms
on the VA Supreme Court beginning July 1.  Russell
was a deputy attorney general under former
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli, a Republican.

Moving Ahead
William Thorpe et al. v. Clarke, Docket: 21-1714
Opinion Date: June 14, 2022
Judge: Floyd
The court explained that its analysis of due process
entails a two-part inquiry: (1) whether Plaintiffs
had a protectable liberty interest in avoiding
security detention; and (2) whether Defendants
failed to afford minimally adequate process to
protect that liberty interest.
On those allegations,  the case will move forward.
The motion to dismiss was defeated.  Vishal
Agraharkar, the lead attorney for the ACLU, has
been masterful as has his team.and thanks to Mr.
Thorpe and the other plaintiffs who bravely
brought this forward.

PEN America
PEN America offers to send free copies of “The
Sentences That Create Us:  Crafting a Writer's Life
in Prison.” to any incarcerated person upon
request.  The book is “a road map for incarcerated
people and their allies to have a thriving writing
life behind bars—and shared beyond the
walls—that draws on the unique insights of more
than fifty contributors, most themselves
justice-involved, to offer advice, inspiration and
resources”.  Address:  PEN America,  588
Broadway,  Suite 303, New York, N.Y. 10012.

White Walls, a Haiku
by Chad Miller (Buckingham)

These barren white walls,
Enclosed existence in jails,
O wonderful ant

Freedom Path
by Chad Miller

While we sit and take these punches,
Walking nowhere, through life with these
hunches,
Rivers of lies wash us about,
Our many cries diligently drowned out.
Pages read without meaning, lulling me to sleep.
I wake, seeking, consuming knowledge taking
leaps
Discovering paths in the darkness cut by
determined men.
Few learn, build and grow our minds to overtake
them.
Bondage in chains take keys of tin and brass to
free me.
I forge my mind and heart to lose the link of
slavery.
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