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.Informe de trabajo penitenciario

EL ACLU y la facultad de derecho en la Universidad
de Chicago recientemente publicaron un
informe de 149 páginas sobre el trabajo
penitenciario. Virginia paga desde $0.27 a $0.45
por hora para trabajos no industriales y desde
$0.55 a $0.80 por hora para trabajos
penitenciarios estatales. Comparativamente,
Alabama paga desde $.0879 por hora para
trabajos no industriales y desde $0.25 a $0.75 por
hora para trabajos penitenciarios estatales y
California paga desde $0.08 a $0.37 por hora (para
trabajos no industriales) y de $0.35 a $1.00 por
hora para trabajos industriales estatales.
Algunas de las conclusiones de este informe son:
La gran mayoría de las asignaciones de trabajos
en cárceles son monótonas y están en campos que
no son valiosos tras su puesta en libertad. Como
se indicó anteriormente, de los aproximadamente
800,000 trabajadores encarcelados en la nación,
alrededor de 80 porciento generalmente
desempeña un trabajo de mantenimiento mal
pagado.   Hay un mito que las personas
encarceladas gastan su dinero en lujos como
dulces o electrónicos, pero la realidad es que las
personas encarceladas en ambos niveles,
federales y estados, necesitan pagar para cosas
básicas como la comida, artículos de aseo,
llamadas telefónicas, medicamentos, y copagos
para atención médico - y con precios excesivos. Un
estudio en 3 estados encontró que una persona
encarcelada corriente gasta casi $1,000 por año en
necesidades básicas en el comisariato de
prisiones.    El estatuto federal principal de los
EEUU que impone estándares mínimos y
salvaguardias sobre salud y seguridad en trabajo,
la Administración de Seguridad y Salud
Ocupacionales (OSHA), excluye la mayoría de
trabajadores encarcelados - a saber, los que
trabajan en instituciones correccionales del
estado - de su cobertura.
Los trabajadores encarcelados tienen un interés
muy fuerte en elegir el tipo de trabajo que hacen:
los sueldos pueden ser distintos según la
asignación del trabajo y algunos trabajos tienen
condiciones de trabajo particularmente
deplorables, mientras que otros pueden ofrecer
entrenamiento de habilidades deseables. Con
todo, los tribunales federales han decretado que
en general, personas encarceladas no tienen
derecho de elegir la asignación de trabajo.

Prison Labor Report
ACLU and the University of Chicago Law School
recently put out a 149 page report on prison labor.
Virginia pays $0.27 to $0.45 per hour for
non-industry jobs and $0.55 to $0.80 per hour for
state-owned correctional jobs.  Comparatively,
Alabama pays $.0879 for non-industry jobs and
$0.25 to $0.75 per hour for state owned
correctional jobs and California pays $0.08 to
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Unlocked:  Art and Experiences From Inside
Virginia’s Prisons

The Coalition for Justice in collaboration with the
Virginia Tech Center for Humanities will have the
first issue out (online and print on demand)
shortly.  The Journal will come out twice a year.
We want to celebrate the authors in the
inaugural issue:
Taj Alexander Mahon-Haft, Hassan Shabazz, Rojai
Fentress, Chanell Burnette, Nicole Williams,
Joshua Clark, Infinite Divine Allah, Marcus Barnes,
Daniel Buchanan, Colin X. Jackson, Douglas V,
Johnson II, Danny Ray Thomas, David Sowers,
Shebri Dillon, Donna Hockman, Robert Hylton,
Stephanie Angelo, Angel Tanner, Silvester
Thomas, Brandon Seward,  Hazel Miller, Keith
Werner, Louis Ponterio, David Bonefonte,
Katherine Jackson, Christy Beskin, Traer Tisdale,
Askari Lumumba, Sidney Bowman, Jeffrey
Gardner, Christopher Jefferson, Chief Faro Three
Eagles, Tevin McGougan, Gwendolyn Burton
Green, Corevon Copeland, and Julie Duncan.
There is one anonymous author as well.  We had
hoped for a July release but it looks like August.

Stats
May parole grants, 16 total:  3 dual eligible (“dual
eligibles,” meaning they were eligible for both
Geriatric Conditional Release and general parole)
5 geriatric, 8 discretionary parole
Covid-19 (7/30/22): 252 inmate cases,1
hospitalization, 147 staff cases.

Goodwill Indeed
From the Goodwill website:
Goodwill has reentry services and also has a
GoodCare healthcare careers program that offers
training to help formerly incarcerated people
begin a career in the healthcare industry.  They
partner with local community colleges and adult
education programs to provide training for a wide
variety of careers in the healthcare field.  Career
paths include health information, nursing, and
healthcare support occupations. For example,
health records coding, licensed practical nurse, or
pharmacy technician are just a few of the
healthcare pathways offered by GoodCare.
They will also help with life skills training and
support to help provide the greatest opportunity
to achieve success.  Space is limited and eligibility
is required.  Goodwill’s GoodCare Program is
offered to individuals living in the Roanoke Valley,
Franklin County, Pittsylvania County, Danville City,
Martinsville City, Lynchburg, Madison Heights,
the New River Valley, Carroll County, and Galax
City.
There is also a statewide program that Goodwill
operates – the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (WIOA) Adult program for
multiple Workforce Investment Areas in Virginia.
The program is designed to help adults receive
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How Did Amendment 19 Get Into The Budget
Bill?

The newsletter reported this previously, but it’s
still worth repeating.   During the General
Assembly and special sessions that follow, bills
have to go through many committees and
committee votes and then floor votes to pass the
General Assembly.  There is public input and the
meetings and votes are streamed for public
viewing.  However, with the budget,  it’s different.
Certain legislators discuss the bill and bill
amendments and are in dialogue with the
Governor.  This is not public and the rest of the
Assembly members are not involved in those
discussions.  There is no public input.  The budget
bill is only taken up for a vote when those
committee members finish their discussion and
then the vote is taken.  The public only knows of
the amendments a few days before the vote.  Also,
with the budget bills, it’s all or nothing.  As
Senator Deeds [D] said in a statement that was in
the last newsletter, they (the Democrats) were
short handed on votes and also because voting
down a budget bill would have caused a shutdown
and that would be catastrophic as state services
are shut down – health and human services, SNAP,
medicaid enrollment, and so much more, so their
hands were tied.  Piggyback amendments are used
to push agendas.  Legislating through the budget
is nothing new but doing it when life altering
amendments are at stake is and a democracy
should never operate  behind closed doors

Deny To Lose
By Joshua Coffelt (Red Onion)

Peace to all those who know the torment of being
confined.  I want to send good vibez and pure
encouragement to everyone that was blind-sided
by Gov. Youngkin’s tactic to amend an already
certified bill through adding an amendment to a
budget bill, which was passed just a few days
before July 1st.  I’m serving 40 years but I felt yalls
pain, watching the faces of those being told by the
warden that they was not going home the next
week  – a look and feeling of hopelessness we all
know too well.  Young Emperors keep your head
held high so your crown never falls again because
you’re still at that North Gate with those who love
you waiting for that embrace of true freedom.
“You’re not new to this song, you truly belong in
society, prove it, acquire the tools, Denying To
Lose.  Success comes with applying the Truth.
You’re more than a title of “criminal or menace.”
You’re a loving father/mother, a philosopher, an
entrepreneur and an Emperor/Empress!  I know it
sounds good and many don’t want to hear it, but,
stay focused on family and freedom.  You’re still
right there

HB 5148 Release Stats
As of 7/15/2022:  Virginia DOC Facilities:   1,376
Institutional Hospitals:  4
State Responsible in Local Jails:   805
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$0.37 per hour (non industry) and $0.35 to $1.00
per hour for state owned industry jobs.
Some of the conclusions from the report are:

● Of the nation’s approximately 800,000
workers incarcerated in prisons, around
80 percent perform typically low-paid
maintenance labor.

● There is a myth that incarcerated
people spend their money on luxuries
like candy or electronics, but the reality
is that incarcerated people at both the
federal and state levels must often pay
for basic items such as food, toiletries,
telephone calls, medication, and copays
for health care.   One study of three
states found that the average person
spent almost $1,000 per year on basic
necessities at the prison commissary.

● The main U.S. federal statute that sets
minimum standards and safeguards for
health and safety in the workplace, the
Occupational Safety and Health Act
(OSHA), excludes most incarcerated
workers— namely, those who work in
state correctional facilities—from its
coverage.

● Incarcerated workers have a strong
interest in choosing the type of work
they will perform: Wages can differ
substantially depending on the job
assignment, and some jobs have
particularly dismal working conditions,
while others may offer desirable skills
training. And yet, federal courts have
generally ruled that incarcerated people
do not have a right to a particular job
assignment

Geriatric Parole - Not Enough
VA state code was changed in 2014 in large part
due to the rising cost of geriatric care:
§53.1-40.01 (2014)  Any person serving a sentence
imposed upon a conviction for a felony offense,
other than a Class 1 felony, (i) who has reached
the age of sixty-five or older and who has served
at least five years of the sentence imposed or (ii)
who has reached the age of sixty or older and who
has served at least ten years of the sentence
imposed may petition the Parole Board for
conditional release. The Parole Board shall
promulgate regulations to implement the
provisions of this section.”
Data from before and after 2014 show that after
the statute, about 30 geriatric paroles were
granted/year.  Prior to that, it was about 9.7/year.
The average age of those considered for geriatric
conditional release was 66 years old and most
released people were between 60 and 69 years
old.
VADOC 2017 population trends show that the
percentage of  incarcerated people over 50 grew
to 20% of the total prison population in 2015
(7607 inmates).   By 2019, the number rose to
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training in in-demand occupations and find
employment.  If you have a low income or face
other disadvantages, you may qualify to receive
career services and job training and they help you
find a job as well.
For workers age 55 and older who have a low
income may qualify for Goodwill workforce
training services for older adults. If this describes
you, and you are unemployed, the Senior
Community Service Employment Program
(SCSEP) can help you get back into the workforce.
Through SCSEP, you will be matched with a
community service job that fits your preferred
schedule, physical requirements, and desired
location. Goodwill staff will also match you with a
job that fits your unique skills and training needs.
Once your community service training is
complete, they will help you find full or part-time
employment.
If you would like an interest form into any of
these programs, call Goodwill at  (800) 789-2816

The Struggle Belongs To Us
By Gwendolyn Burton, FCCW

My fellow people behind the walls, this struggle
belongs to us.  We hold ourselves back sooo
much more than we know.  We have become so
battered and bitter that we have no idea just how
shaded and jaded we now are.  Not just to others
but to ourselves. " To thine own self be true " is
just a quote now. It no longer carries any weight
because we haven't felt that we owned ourselves
in so long.  But guess what… It's past time for Us
to get Us back!  Whatever glimmer of hope that
you still have, hold on to it with everything you've
got so that as your strength builds, so will your
hope.  And every day even if it's a faint smile, a
little nudge, or a small shimmer of light, use it.
It's time for Us to find Us again!   We are soldiers
in this war, and the victory of finding self has to
be won and is not far away.

Innocence Project Win
Gilbert Merritt III of Norfolk was sentenced in
2001 to 30 years in prison for murder.  More than
20 years later, the Innocence Project succeeded
in getting his conviction vacated.  The Innocence
Project says Merritt was incarcerated due to a
detective (Robert Glenn Ford) with a track record
of extracting false testimony through extortion
and force.  The Innocence Project press release
said that he was released from prison on a
conditional pardon in January.  He was not
exonerated until July 2022 and granted a pardon
and the conviction vacated.  If you wish to
contact the Innocence Project they ask that
people first fill out a questionnaire and people
must meet these three criteria:
The Innocence Project at UVA School of Law will
consider accepting cases of wrongful convictions
if three criteria are met: (1) the inmate must have
been convicted of a crime in Virginia, (2) the

(continued on page 3)

Second Chance Rallies
Rallies took place in July in the wake of the
Governor’s amendment to HB 5148 not just in
response to the amendment but to bring forward
the issue of second chances and restoring parole.
Newly listed events include:
The Tidewater August Event
We (Forty Strong) are in the beginning stages of
planning a rally for late August in Norfolk. Our
founder " Free " believes it is very important to go
down to Tidewater as well because the majority of
rallies are in Richmond.  The org is calling for the
support of Portsmouth, Norfolk, Chesapeake,
Virginia Beach, Suffolk etc...
The org is also preparing an event for October 8th
in Richmond at Monroe Park.  This will be
organized as an event in partnership with
incarcerated men and women, those who have
regained their freedom and advocates as well.

Updated  Population Stats
The new U.S. Department of Justice numbers on
prison population through 2020 show that
Virginia’s has gone down about 10% compared to
the national average of 25%.  Some states have
declined 30%  or more.  The Virginia stats don’t
reflect the 2021 reforms put in place in 2021 when
the Democrats were in control including the
Covid-19 early release and other sentencing
reforms.
May 2022 average daily prison population:  Major
Institution (27 state prisons)  22,510;  Field Unit (8
units) 823; Work Center (5 centers)  383; Private
Prison (1 private) 1,509; Secure Hospital Unit (2
units) 14.  Total 43 facilities,  25,239
Unfortunately, crime is up in VA  – 562 homicides
reported for the year, up 6.4% from the 528
reported in 2020.  Police in Richmond reported
the highest total number of murder and
non-negligent manslaughter offenses, 90,
followed by 63 in Norfolk, 36 in Portsmouth, 29 in
Newport News and 27 in Hampton.
More than 82% of homicides involved a gun.

A Remembrance
Betty Angeline aka Granny passed on 7/12/2022.
She was ready and wanting to go "home" as she
stated.  She was loved by many and will be truly
missed.  Stephanie Angelo and Missy Lawson send
prayers up all the way to heaven and want
everyone to know how much they loved Granny.

A Thought
Edwin Barrett (Baskerville)

I believe in recognizing every human being,
neither white, black, brown, nor red.

Good News
The cost of video visitation will go down, starting
August 1, from 40 cents per minute to 20 cents
per minute.
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292,651, about 22% of the prison population.  The
Osborne Association, a non-governmental criminal
justice reform organization, predicted in 2018 that
by 2030, one third of the state and federal prison
population would be over 50 years old due in large
part to tough-on-crime legislation and long term
sentences.  Although the numbers have gone up,
so has the geriatric population so the increase
actually only accounts for less than one percent of
the total prison population.   In other words, the
2014 statute has done little to bring down the
geriatric prison population.   (Reference:  An
analysis of Virginia’s geriatric parole decisions. SN
Soc Sci 2, 45 (2022).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43545-022-00347-2)
In the journal, Dementia, the 2020 July abstract
states:  “Older prisoners are the fastest growing
group in the prison population, with an
accelerated aging process they are at a high risk of
developing dementia. However, no systematic
review has explored the impact of dementia in the
prison setting.”
From CFJ:  To reduce geriatric prison populations –
sentencing reform, compassionate release, and
robust health care must also be in place.

Remembering Kyrin
(08/20/-2014-02/25/2018)

By Amber Lucas, VCCW
With each new day that I open
my eyes
I try hardest to push forward
and not to think about your demise.
I know you wouldn’t want your mommy
to live like this.
But, my son, you are so loved and very
much missed.
It’s been four years since I was awakened
by your father’s awful screams.
The unthinkable happened,
something that I would have never
foreseen in my wildest dreams.
We would be celebrating your 8th
birthday this year.
But instead, your mommy is left here
to face every parent’s worst fear.
I urge all parents to be mindful of
every step you take
for your children watch and will
copy every move you make.
We know accidents happen to people
all the time.
TRUST ME, you do not want to be the
one’s who’s screaming Why Mine!
So make sure to hug and hold your
children tight.
To the ones who can’t right now, keep
pushing forward and never give up the fight.

conviction must be final, meaning that no further
criminal proceedings or appeals are ongoing, and
(3) the inmate is actually innocent of the crime of
which he or she was convicted.  If those three
criteria are met, our decision whether or not to
accept the case will be based upon the likelihood
of us being able to prove your innocence, the
availability of legal remedies, and our current
caseload.  To ask for a questionnaire, write to:
The Innocence Project at UVA School of Law
580 Massie Road, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903

Stay the Course
By Lawrence Winston (River North)

Brothers and Sisters, be strong and I say this from
a place where I have no other choice, but to do
just such.  The Good Time release bill touched me
and I have multiple life, which made none of that
apply to me but for over 20 plus years, I’ve been
fighting for freedom.  I’ve come to understand
that prison doesn’t rehabilitate you – you do.
The same people who say whether or not we
make it, are the same ones with the stock in
prison in the first place.  We have to stay the
course.  If you want someone to see your change,
look in the mirror first.  It starts with us.  Stay
strong and stay the course.  God and freedom,
that’s the movement.

Petition
Christopher Jefferson has a petition regarding
over sentencing for his mairjuana charges.
tinyurl.com/2s3cdmez. Sign and share.

To My Mother and Bosslady
By Adrian Toler, River North

In 1999, I was sentenced to life without parole.
On June 30, 2022 the VA Parole Board decided to
“not grant” me parole for the second straight
year.  Overall, mother and bosslady, in order for
me to maintain, I’ll need you to be the strongest
as we get through this together.  Love is Love.
#Fishback2023

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
goes out to 1,639 incarcerated people and is
published by the Coalition for Justice, PO Box
299, Blacksburg, VA  24063.
Please note: WE ARE NOT LAWYERS.
Have an original poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them and thanks to all who
send stamps

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que
te gustaría publicar?  Envíalos a nosotros

Once Upon A Time
By Frank Reid (Red Onion)

Once upon a time in Virginia there were leaders
who guided us thru the darkness of human
ignorance and cruelty.  But now we are nothing
but followers of other fools.
I call upon the spirit of John Mitchell Jr.!
I call upon the spirit of Booker T. Washington!
I call upon the spirit of Maggie L. Walker!
I call upon the spirit of Nat Turner!
I call upon the spirit of Gabriel Prosser!
I call upon the spirit of Chief Powhatan!
I call upon the spirit of Nathaniel Bacon!
I call upon the spirits of the helpers of humanity to
End all that divides, exploits and oppresses us.

Amendment 19
By Jadon Artis (Keen Mountain)

My name is Jadon Artis.  I am currently housed at
Keen Mountain CC.  On March 22, 2022 at Sussex
2 State Prison, my assigned counselor came to my
assigned cell with applications to apply for a birth
certificate, social security card, DMV Identification
card, and a home plan form.
On March 30, 2022 a probation officer conducted
an observation at the home plan address.  My
brothers signed all the necessary papers.  The
probation officer informed my brother that when
HB 5148 goes into effect on July 1, 2022, I’ll be
getting released between July 1 and August 30,
2022.  My medical discharge appointment was
completed.  On April 19, 2022 I received a copy of
my medical discharge summary.  I was scheduled
to take a picture for my DMV identification card on
June 17, 2022.  May 26, 2022, I got transferred to
Keen Mountain CC..  On June 20, 2022 the
warden, institutional investigators, mental health,
and a few counselors called me along with several
other inmates at the Support Building.  We were
called one at a time to the office.  The warden told
us on an individual basis that Governor Youngkin
amended HB 5148 two weeks before the law went
into effect.  You got a violent offense with a
non-violent offense, you don’t qualify for any good
time sentence credit.  February 23, 2010, I was
sentenced to 5 years for aggravated malicious
wounding, 3 years for firearm in commission of a
felony (1st offense), 5 years for firearm use in
commission of felony, 2 years for firearm
possession by felon with non-violent offense – a
total of 15 years.   I’ve served 13 years and 4
months.  The 5 years for aggravated malicious
wounding  (violent offense) is completed.  I’m
currently serving time for 2 counts of a firearm in
commission of a felony and firearm possession by
felon with non-violent offense (non-violent).  I’ve
served 8 years and 4 months on 10 years of a
non-violent sentence.  However, I’m more than
qualified for HB 5148 good time sentence credit
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