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En el 16 de Augusto, el ACLU de Virginia declaró a
Anderson v. Clarke en el tribunal de circuito
del condado de Albemarle, impugnando el
encarcelamiento continuo de Antoine Anderson y
exigiendo su puesta en libertad inmediatamente
de la custodia del Departamento de Corrección
de Virginia (VDOC). La demanda por un mandato
de habeas corpus reivindica que los oficiales
de VDOC interpretaron equivocadamente la
Enmienda 19 de gobierno a la ley de presupuesto
de 2022 por aplicarlo retroactivamente, anulando
los créditos de pena ganados por el Sr. Anderson
antes de que el presupuesto había entrado en
vigor. Al Sr. Anderson y a cientos de otras personas
encarceladas que ganaron reducciones de pena a
través de buena conducta y rehabilitación, se les
dijo al último minuto que su puesta en libertad
prometida no sería honrada.   La enmienda fue
adoptada como parte de un proyecto de ley de
presupuesto progresista que directa la apropiación
de dinero por el Commonwealth desde el 1 de
julio de 2022 hasta el 30 de junio de 2024. Sin
embargo, VDOC interpretó que la provisión aplicó
retroactivamente y canceló los créditos. Porque la
enmienda de presupuesto no ha debido aplicarse
retroactivamente para revocar los créditos ya
ganados, la petición de ACLU de Virginia en el
nombre de Sr. Anderson demanda su liberación
inmediata. El ACLU llama a otros abogados a
que declaren peticiones en nombre de otros a
quienes se les negaron los créditos, pero sugiere
que el VADOC pueda prevenir las luchas legales
por hacer la decisión de reintegrar los créditos
por sí mismo. Este caso fue el segundo declarado
en nombre de una persona encarcelada que
no fue liberado cuando antes se lo había
prometido.

Mixed Charges Lawsuits
On August 16, the ACLU of Virginia filed Anderson
v. Clarke in the Albemarle County Circuit Court,
challenging the continued incarceration of Antoine
Anderson and demanding his immediate release
from VDOC custody. The petition for a writ of
habeas corpus asserts that VDOC officials wrongly
interpreted the Governor’s Amendment 19 to the
2022 Budget Bill to apply retroactively, negating
the sentence credits earned by Mr. Anderson prior
to the budget going into effect.  Mr. Anderson and
hundreds of other incarcerated people who
earned sentence reductions through good
behavior and rehabilitation were told at the last
minute that their promised release would not be
honored.  The amendment was adopted as part of
a forward-looking Budget Bill directing the
Commonwealth’s appropriation of funds from July
1, 2022, until June 30, 2024.  Despite this, VDOC
interpreted the provision to apply retroactively,
canceling out the credits.  Because the budget
amendment should never have been applied
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Unlocked:  Art and Experiences From Inside
Virginia’s Prisons - Available!

The Coalition for Justice urges everyone to  share
the good news – the journal is out!
Amazon ($3.58)
https://tinyurl.com/5f6dk2r6
Online journal:
And here it is in VTechWorks:
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/handle/10919/111
452

The feedback has been tremendous.  Please be
sure to leave comments to encourage both our
amazing authors but also readers.  The Coalition
for Justice and the Center for Humanities
(Virginia Tech) has done an amazing job in putting
this together.

Stats
June parole grants, 10 total (7 discretionary, 2
dual eligibility, 1 geriatric)

Covid-19 as of 8/28/2022:  272 inmates cases, 1
hospitalization, 147 staff cases.  Coffeewood has
122 inmates cases.

A Real One
Joshua “Umar” Blair,  Sussex 2

Trying to regain my balance, as my mental health
has become
off balanced.
Amendment of bills has everyone thinking -
“Is this for real?”
All these good things I done, yet family says, “He
locked up still!”
They say this the Department of Corrections, but
you don’t see my
corrections.
I have become more than they were expecting.
You punish me for the wave of violence on the
street, I’m in
here and can’t even see.
Give me a chance and watch me be the success
story you
couldn't imagine me to be.

Peer Support Specialists
Teenya Fields, Fluvanna

Fluvanna has five new Peer Support Specialists
that have successfully completed intense training
and are now starting work across the compound.
Peer Support encompasses a range of activities
and interactions between people who share
similar experiences of being diagnosed with a
mental health condition and/or substance use
disorders.  The peer support specialist and person
in/or seeking recovery promotes connections and
inspires hope.  PSS offers a level of acceptance,
understanding, and validation not found in many
other professional relationships.  We are willing,
excited, and eager to inspire hope that people
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They Earned It!
From the Humanization Project:
They Earned It: A Celebration of Earned Sentence
Credit Releases  In collaboration with the ACLU of
Virginia –  Saturday, September 10th, 6:00 pm -
8:00 pm, downtown Richmond at St. Paul's
Episcopal Church, 815 E. Grace St.
If you have been released early due to earned
sentence credits or you are a loved one of
someone who has been or will be released early,
we would love to have you join us. Advocates and
legislators will also be there to share information
and celebrate.  If you are a returning citizen or a
loved one of a returning citizen (whether released
or soon-to-be-released), please register here:
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/#inbox/FMfcgz
GqPzHJwhBhPlpmbPLjZLzSJzDs
If you are an advocate and you would like to
participate, please email us at
info@thehumanizationproject.org.

From the Reform Alliance
Nationwide, two of every three people on
probation make less than $20,000 per year, with
nearly 40% of those making less than $10,000
annually and a criminal record can often make
finding stable employment more difficult.
We want to continue to shed light on the
challenges parents on supervision face so that we
can improve outcomes for families across the
country.  We’re looking for self-starters who are
eager to become criminal justice-focused content
creators. Tik Tok is the fastest growing social
media network in the world and it’s time to create
a movement of creators who support reforming
the system so it’s rooted in rehabilitation and
opportunity.  The ideal candidate for the
fellowship is a justice-impacted individual with
passion for social media and reform.  The first
class of fellows included 11 individuals. They
participated in a 6-month program that taught
them the fundamentals of TikTok and helped them
go from 0 to 500,000 collective views.
With our fellowship program, we hope to create
hundreds of content creators ready to share their
stories, build their brands, power the movement,
and change hearts and minds. People with direct
experience of the systems we are working to
change are strongly encouraged to apply.
Apply here:  https://tinyurl.com/mr4c5re8

LGTBQ Issues
In a 2022 national report by the MacArthur
Foundation’s Safety and Justice Challenge, LGBTQ
people are three times more likely to be
incarcerated than the general population and
more than twice as likely to be arrested compared
to straight people, with rates even higher among
LGBTQ people of color and those with disabilities.
Homophobia and transphobia are factors in
policing, sentencing which place them further at
risk while incarcerated.
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retroactively to revoke sentence credits already
earned, the ACLU of Virginia’s petition on Mr.
Anderson’s behalf calls for his immediate release.
The ACLU calls on other attorneys to file petitions
on behalf of others who were also denied credits
but also says that the VADOC should simply avoid
the legal fight and make a decision to reinstate the
credits on their own.  Mr. Elliot Harding, a lawyer,
has also filed a similar habeas for a client.  Status
of the ACLU petition:  Filed.

My Untold Truths
By James Thomas (Keen Mountain)

I was once told “It takes little effort to profess, but
only a heart fully devoted to God will be honest
even if it brings slander and suffering.”  I am a
drug addict, have been since about 12 years old!
I’ve smoked coke, snorted coke, meth, dope etc.
It’s been my coping mechanism for over 34 years.
I have never told my story to others because I was
ashamed and didn’t want to be looked at as weak,
or be judged.  Now, I want/need change and want
help.  I am truly tired.  No one, and I mean no one
in human form, knows this but I was molested as a
child from around 6 years old to 13 years old.  This
is my biggest untold truth.
Facts!  It is a real life Demon I’ve lived with and I
am 100% thankful I didn’t turn into the person
who did this to me.  Then, November 18th, 1989
on the outside of Petersburg, VA in Dinwiddie, my
dad accidentally killed my brother trying to kill
someone else.  I was 13.  It happened right in
front of me about 5 feet away as I watched as a 12
gauge pump took away the entire left side of my
brother’s face.  All my life my dad never taught me
sh*t but how to get high and how to be abusive.
I felt shame when I could not face brothers who
got big love for me because my demons had the
best of me.  To all you brothers who saw me falling
and tried to catch me but I wasn’t ready to be
caught because I didn’t want to face my demons
sober, I love and miss you brothers. A big thanks
to “Dolla” 300 pod HU 3, Munchy, Jabril, Donte,
and the bros who bidded me with me in the 10 in
lower 400 and the QMHP who really cared.
For all who felt I ever wronged them, please
forgive me.  It was not my heart, just my Demons.
Facing your addiction(s)/Demons is a very large
step to getting better.  It was/is a step I must take
to overcome my addiction.  I hide it well with slick
talk, being jazz, but a few guys peeped it.  Now, I
choose not to hide it no more because I truly want
to change.  I want/need to be “elevation” and to
be free.   The amendment to HB 5148 hurt me
too.  I wanted so bad to get high but I didn’t.  I
hope my truth can help someone.  My truth is no
longer untold.  It feels good to let go and be sober.
Peace and blessings to all.
(A note from CFJ:  Thank you James for telling your
truths and for your bravery in making it public.  To
anyone suffering from the pain and isolation of
drug addiction or other life traumas,  please take
James’ advice – accept the support and care of
those around you who want to help.

can and do recover, walk with you on your
recovery journey, dispel myths about what it
means to have a mental health condition or
substance use disorder, provide self-help
education and link you to tools and resources,
and support you with identifying your goals,
hopes, dreams, and creating a roadmap to get
there.  Peer Support wants to inspire hope, help
and empower by sharing our experiences, finding
pathways that work best for your recovery and
wellbeing. We will help you in finding your voice
by advocating when needed.
To learn more or to sign up for an appointment
with a PSS please send an IMS to Ms. Shelton/
Mental health.  We look forward to this journey
and experience with you.

Words
DeVonte Davis  (RNCC)

Small minds discuss people.
Average minds discuss events.
Great minds discuss ideas.
Those who fail to plan, plan
for jail.  No one cares until
they need you.  The same ones
who doubt you, will eventually
need you  I continue to strive
daily while I’m around this madness.
I thank God.  I thank my wife Tori
and my kids for keeping me going.

Poetic Justice
R. J. Balbuena, Green Rock

I have a 33 year sentence,
I need a second chance.
Immediately, at the sound of that most delegates
askance.
Delegates have depicted that all prisoners are a
menace
and that all prisoners belong in cages, inside a
fence.
As a human being, I have enhanced.
I’ve learned from my past experiences.
My heart and mind have expanded.
My conduct is beyond excellence.
I keep performing my daily penance,
why not reduce my sentence?
Be just in justice.
Make laws that balance.
Inside this place,
don’t exterminate me.
I still exist.
Daily, my daughter makes a mental note of my
attendance,
hoping that my appearance
shows up on the front steps of her entrance.
I’ve proved myself.
Grant me a second chance.
Open up the fence.
Let me spout the difference
with a second chance of deliverance.
General Assembly, don’t deny me this chance.
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To Every….
Lawrence Bazemore

To every man and woman who is incarcerated
around us who don’t mind sitting at the table with
us, who don’t mind the rec time spent walking the
yard with us, who don’t mind sharing a meal with
us, who don’t mind allowing us to do your hair.  I
love you.  To the LGBT people who feel like your
life don’t matter, well it do.  Remember, though
we make up a small percent of the prison system,
know that we have become a major movement
around the world.  Know that I love you from the
top of my heart.  Know that #ourlivesdomatter.
Don’t allow that man or woman in that prison to
use your body or play mind games with you.
Stand your ground.  Love yourself first.  Do you
need a support group?  Follow on Facebook -
Lawrence T. Bazemore #Mr.757.  And to those who
don’t understand us, try getting to know us and
stop blocking your own blessings.

Landmark Decision
On August 16, 2022, the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Fourth Circuit issued a historic decision for
Williams v. Kincaid, finding that the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation
Act protect those with gender dysphoria.  This is a
first from a federal appellate court on this issue.
Ms. Williams, a transgender woman with gender
dysphoria, was incarcerated in men’s prison in the
VADOC.  Prior to incarceration, she had received
treatment for gender dysphoria for 15 years,
including hormone therapy and was recognized as
a female in her home state of Maryland.  Upon
release, she sued the correctional facility and  the
state but the district court dismissed the ADA and
Rehabilitation Act claims she raised  on the basis
that gender dysphoria did not constitute a
disability under the statutes.  She claimed that her
rights were violated under the ADA, which
prohibits discrimination against people living with
disabilities, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act, which bars discrimination based on disability
by federally funded entities.  The Appeals Court
affirmed that her ADA rights which prohibit
discrimination against people living with
disabilities, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act, which bars discrimination based on disability
by federally funded entities had been violated.
Williams's case against Sheriff Stacy Kincaid's
office alleging disability discrimination will now be
able to proceed.

FOIA Questions
CFJ FOIA’d.  Our question:  As notifications went
out a while ago upon passage of the Governor's
Amendment 19 regarding HB 5148 releases, can
you provide the number of incarcerated men and
women who were no longer eligible for release
because of the amendment -- those with "mixed"
charges (they had offenses that were excluded
from HB 5148 along with charges that were not
excluded).  There were media reports that the
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Life and Death
Larry Dixon, Red Onion

This is a true story!
That opens the door to glory.
Behold all and listen.
I am asking for the privilege of your time
as well as your complete attention.
Recently, I suffered a severe heart attack
that left me laying flat on my back.
I was immediately taken to the hospital by
ambulance.
I was in a neurosis state of trance.
The doctors at the hospital said that I only have six
months to live
because the damage that was done to my heart
was so severe.
Even though I only have six months to live,
I refuse to let the devil break my spirit and will.
We were all born to live.
We live knowing that one day we’re going to die.
So when we’re faced with death,
there is no reason or need to cry
In my life, I gave my best.
I have defeated many obstacles and passed many
tests.
Now I am waiting patiently to be placed to final
rest.
I have never been afraid of life.
So why should I be afraid of death!

ESC2 Credits - Update Sheets
CFJ: Will inmates receive new update sheets every
90 days because they will constantly be earning
time as every 3 months they would have earned
45 days.  Some have already gotten update sheets
that reflect an earlier release date but they want
to know if that date will continually change every
30 days.
VADOC: Be advised that when an inmate's release
date is calculated and published, this date reflects
all applicable credits, class level assignment, good
time previously earned and good time projected
to be earned at the current class level.  Inmates do
not receive a new Legal Update unless an event
occurs that would affect the time computation
record, for example ~ and this is not an all
inclusive list ~ change in Class Level, receipt of a
disciplinary action that results in the loss of SGT,
additional charges, jail credit or EGT credits.

In The News
State prisons reported 332 drug overdoses and 24
deaths since 2016.  While in-person visitation was
on hold since March 2020 due to COVID-19, data
from 2020 and 2021 shows overdose incidents in
Virginia prisons near the yearly average since
2016.  The  GEO Group contract (Lawrenceville)
expires in July 2023, but it could be renewed for
another 10 years.  There have been growing calls
for the state to take over the management of the
facility and a state investigation into drug
overdoses there is underway.

For ongoing years, the United States has
established
laws upon race.
Delegates have shut the doors on prisoner’s
faces.
This is a proven fact that can’t be erased.
Look at the nation’s faces.
The nation is a mess.
We’ve been thrown in a maze.
Our historic reality is seen through a haze
of smoke.
The time has arrived for a new phase.
Let the prisoners walk on the surface
of a second chance.

Geography and Prison
New research from the Prison Policy Initiative
shows that Virginia's least populated counties,
including Buchanan, Brunswick, Lee, and
Dickinson, have among the state’s highest
incarceration rates.  The highest rates include:
Buchanan (1,246 per 100,000 residents),
Brunswick (1,167 per 100,000 residents), Lee
(1,155 per 100,000 residents), Dickenson (1,132
per 100,000 residents), and Tazewell (1,105 per
100,000 residents); more than 1% of the
residents of each of these counties is behind
bars.  Arlington County, in contrast,  has the
lowest prison incarceration rate, at 70 people in
state prison per 100,000 residents.
“Nobody escapes the damage it causes,” said
Emily Widra, Senior Research Analyst at the
Prison Policy Initiative.  Mass incarceration hits
everywhere and every one.

Probation/Revocation Sentencing Caps
From the Virginia Criminal Sentencing
Commission (June 2022):  “ With the passage of
House Bill 2038 (2021 Special Session I), the
Commission adjusted the new Probation
Violation Guidelines to ensure they are
compatible with the requirements of the new
law. The historically-based Guidelines were
modified so that they will not recommend more
incarceration time than that permitted under the
provisions of § 19.2-306.1. For example, per §
19.2-306.1, a judge may not impose any
active incarceration for most first-time technical
violations of the conditions of supervised
probation”
The major advance with Virginia’s new probation
revocation legislation is the substantial
incarceration limits for technical probation
violations.
Also, in June, the Virginia Court of Appeals ruled
2-1 that the probation violation sentencing cap is
not retroactive, and only applies to wrongdoings
committed on and after the July 1, 2021, effective
date of such sentencing caps. (Green Vs.
Commonwealth - opinion date 6/14/2022 - case
no.:  0759-21-1)
.

figure was around 500 but other orgs speculated
that it was higher than that.
VADOC FOIA response:  The agency provides the
following information in response to your FOIA
request:  Based on data available prior to the
budget amendment, there were 19,337 inmates
eligible for enhanced earned sentence credit. Of
those, there were 9,084 who had at least one
sentence for an offense excluded from earning
enhanced earned sentence credit. These numbers
are based on data going forward from 7/1/2022,
and not limited to the July/August 2022
timeframe, when there were approximately 500
removed from ESC-2 eligibility by the budget
amendment.

Photo Books!
Pelipost has received approval from VA DOC to
send in color photo books to their facilities! This
means no more photocopied, black and white
photos. Their high-quality photo books are printed
in full color for loved ones to carry with them and
enjoy.

Brilliance Indeed
https://brilliancebehindbars.com/
This new website is dedicated to showcasing the
humanity of incarcerated people in our state
through their expressions of literature, art, poetry
etc.  Quadaire Patterson has been incarcerated for
over ten years and “created Brilliance with the
intent of fulfilling an urge to show that there is a
community of individuals with intellect, unique
perspectives, and ideas that may inspire others
and could change the world.”

Dear Prisoners
By Christine David (VCCW)

Happiness is not a location but a mindset.  Don’t
allow the abuse, neglect, and adversities solely
define you.  You are God’s child – brave, brilliant,
and beautiful.  Don’t lose your sanity in a
man-made condemned place.   We will
overcome… We will learn from our mistakes.  We
are not alone brothers and sisters.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter
goes out to 1,664 incarcerated people and is
published by the Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299,
Blacksburg, VA  24063.
Please note: WE ARE NOT LAWYERS.
Have an original poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them and thanks to all who send
stamps.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con
sus quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora
tenemos apoyo con el español para quejas o
preguntas.  ¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que
te gustaría publicar?  Envíalos a nosotros
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