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Español
Cuestiones de deuda judicial

.Durante los últimos años, la delegada Price ha
estado trabajando para reducir la deuda
del tribunal que la gente tiene cuando sale del
Departamento de Correcciones. Ella ha escuchado
a muchos de ustedes, de todas partes del estado,
quienes están interesados en esta lucha también,
y mientras ella no ha podido responder a todos,
ella los oye. Este año, ella está proponiendo dos
proyectos de ley que, si son aprobados, van a
afectar la cantidad de deuda de tribunal que
tienen los individuos detrás de la muralla cuando
salgan del encarcelamiento. Estos son:
Asegurar que la legislación previa, que permita
que personas encarceladas hagan servicio
comunitario para compensar la deuda del tribunal,
está funcionando correctamente y
equitativamente; y  Alinear la cronología de
colecciones con la cronología del interés.
Proyecto de Ley del Servicio Comunitario:
Individuos detrás de la muralla actualmente
pueden usar las horas de servicio comunitario
completado durante el encarcelamiento
para compensar la deuda del tribunal. Sin
embargo, este sistema no siempre funciona.
La delegada Price está tratando de reformar el
proceso así que más personas puedan
beneficiarse de él.
En este momento, cuando un individuo debe los
costos de tribunal, se espera que lo
pague inmediatamente. Si no, después de 90 días,
la deuda será enviada a colecciones y se agrega un
cargo de 17%. Esta cronología no es prolongada ni
detenida si una persona está encarcelada. Hace
unos años, la Asamblea General cambió la
cronología para la acumulación de interés, pero no
incluyó la misma lógica a las colecciones.
Debido a la composición de la legislatura este año,
será difícil aprobar estos proyectos
de ley, pero la delegada Price está trabajando duro
para hacerlo. Si Ud. tiene experiencia con
cualquiera de los dos procesos, O ha intentado
perdonar su deuda del tribunal por trabajo detrás
de la muralla O si su deuda de tribunal fue enviada
a colecciones antes de que Ud. fuera puesto en
libertad, por favor, contactar a Maisie
Osteen en el Centro de Justicia de Asesoría Legal
(Legal Aid Justice Center, 626 E. Broad St. #200,
Richmond, Virginia, 23221).

Birth Certificates
We’ve gotten questions on the VADOC policy on
obtaining an original birth certificate and the
associated cost.  We asked about it and here is the
answer we got:
“Per VADOC Policy, it is a requirement for each
inmate to acquire an original birth certificate to be
placed in their Institutional Classification Record at
the inmate's expense.  They are required to obtain
the original birth certificate so that it is available
to them upon release in an effort to assist them
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MORE Excerpts – 54 Page Report, SB 441 & HB
665 Work Group On Prison Fees

TECHNOLOGY, INMATE NETWORK
VADOC has challenging restrictions around
network allowances that are not codified
restrictions but agency policy. These restrictions
make maintaining the IT infrastructure required
for communication services for incarcerated
people cumbersome and costly. As a result, the IT
infrastructure is often out of date, which
negatively impacts the quality and cost of these
services.  VADOC’s restrictions require a separate
network for internet access for communications
services, including wall phones, video calling,
tablets, and secure messaging.  This restriction
results in higher infrastructure installation and
maintenance costs that deter regular upkeep,
causing infrastructure to quickly become
outdated. It also adds to the challenges VADOC
faces in trying to reduce or eliminate the high
cost of communication services to families and
their incarcerated loved ones.
VADOC also has policies that require the
retention of voice and video call recordings for
various periods from 6 months to 5 years. This
data is required to be stored on physical servers,
while phone data is stored on cloud-based
technology by the vendor. These requirements
make it difficult for VADOC to use cloud-based
storage, which is common today and would cut
costs and time and open the door to more
vendors.
Recommendations by Non-VADOC Stakeholders
We recommend that the legislature:
1. Require VADOC to update all relevant
operating procedures to ensure VADOC qualifies
for the federal State Digital Equity Planning Grant
Program (DE), authorized by Section 60304(c) of
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
passed in November 2021 to establish, improve,
and expand network and connectivity services for
incarcerated people.
2. Require VADOC apply for federal funding, as
available, to expand broadband that can
support communication and other technology
services for incarcerated people.
3. Provide funding as necessary in order to
routinely update VADOC IT infrastructure that
supports communication and other technology
services for incarcerated people.
4. Direct any involved state agencies to work
together to update network allowance for
VADOC and to expand cloud-based storage for
retention of communication data.

Recommendations by VADOC
The separation of the employee network from
the inmate network is not state agency policy, but
rather was intentionally designed due to a
high-security risk of co-mingling employee/state
data with that of inmate data and network traffic.
There are many security issues with inmates
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ACLU Habeas Status
On November 22, Albemarle County Judge Cheryl
Higgins ruled against the ACLU’s habeas regarding
the Governor’s amendment to HB 5148
concerning mixed charges.   Attorney Greenspan,
for the ACLU, said the judge determined that the
2020 bill and the June 2022 budget language
“should be read in combination, and that the
budget item should therefore apply retroactively,
and that the General Assembly must have
intended for the budget item to be applied
retroactively to time served before the effective
date.”  The ACLU said it plans to appeal the ruling
to the state Supreme Court. The ACLU argued that
The budget amendment should never have been
applied retroactively to revoke sentence credits
already earned. The case is Anderson v. Clarke and
Bowles.  The news story can be found here:
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2022/11/22/alb
emarle-court-rejects-earned-sentence-credit-chall
enge/ That was quick…

2023 Bills Regarding Court Costs
From The Legal Aid Justice Center

For the last few years, Delegate Price has been
working to reduce the amount of court debt
people have when they leave the Department of
Corrections.   She has heard from many of you,
across the state, who are also interested in this
fight and while she hasn’t been able to respond to
everyone, she hears you.  This year she is
proposing two bills that, if passed, will affect the
amount of court debt individuals behind the wall
have when they leave incarceration. These are:

● Ensuring that previous legislation that
allows people who are incarcerated to
do community service to offset court
debt is working correctly and equitably;
and

● Bringing the collections timelines in
accord with the interest timeline.

Community Service Bill: Individuals behind the
wall are currently able to use community service
hours completed while incarcerated to offset
court debt. However, this system does not work all
the time. Del. Price is attempting to uniform the
process so more people can benefit.
Collections: Currently, when an individual is given
court costs they are expected to pay on it
immediately.  If they do not, after 90 days the
debt will be sent to collections and a 17% fee will
be added. This timeline is not tolled (extended or
paused) if someone is incarcerated.  A few years
ago, the General Assembly changed the timeline
for interest accrual but did not extend the same
logic to collections.
Due to the makeup of the legislature this year, it
will be very hard to get these bills passed but, Del.
Price is working hard to do just that.  If you have
experience with either of these two processes,
trying to get your court debt excused for work
behind the wall OR having your court debt sent to
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with obtaining employment or any other
documents or benefits they may need.  This is a
re-entry initiative and failure to comply with
obtaining the birth certificate could in fact affect
their ability to request transfer to another facility.”

Appeal Court Ruling:  Barring Head Coverings In
Prison Violates Federal Law

As head coverings had to be removed in certain
prison areas, an inmate at one of the state
facilities claimed the rule violated his sincerely
held religious belief.   The Fourth Circuit agreed.
The court did not rule on whether federal law
allows for an injunction against barring a
reinstatement of the head covering restrictions.
Under the Religious Land Use And Institutionalized
Persons Act, a state government can avoid having
its laws preempted by a federal court by changing
a policy that infringes on religious rights.
However, a state attorney said that the VADOC has
“no intention to go back.”

Stats
October parole grants:  4 discretionary, 1 dual
eligibility.
Covid-19 as of 11/27/2022:  81 inmates, 12 staff
members.  Fluvanna has 29 cases.

I Promise, I Wish, I’m Sorry
Carl “Chase” Prostell (River North)

I promise, I wish, I never had to say, “I’m Sorry!”
What I never truly knew, experienced, nor had, I took
for granted and caused regret and sorrow…
Whether physical, mental, or emotional –
abuse is abuse no matter what face it shows
A king is but a pawn if he doesn’t know how to move
though his royalty is only measured by his
Queen and what she approves
Men, you’re ignorant to what you should do
You often do what you shouldn't
Knowing right from wrong and doing the right
things wrong, a wise one wouldn’t.
A prayer for forgiveness, a plea for mercy, a tear
for cleansing
I bend my knee, I humble myself.  I pour out
my heart, but are you listening?
My first ever greatest blessing, gift and treasure
I’m sorry my love.  I brought you more pain than
pleasure
I promise, I wish, I never had to say, “I’m Sorry!”

Dedication to my first love, kids, and myself

utilizing the employee network. Co-mingling the
network could also adversely impact employee
work productivity due to bandwidth utilization.
The notion of cloud storage versus physical
storage is not taking into account the additional
cost of bandwidth that would be required to
push terabytes of data to the cloud. Note:
bandwidth limitations exist in remote locations
that may limit our ability to push data to the
cloud without saturating our network making it
unusable.

COMMISSARY - ACCESS
The needs of incarcerated women are being met
even less than those of men, forcing women to
spend more per person on commissary. This also
means that women are disproportionately
impacted by commissions. For example, women
incarcerated in Fluvanna Correctional Center
for Women paid $191,121, or $172 per person, in
commissions in FY21. In Greensville
Correctional Center, a men’s prison, VADOC
collected $378.586, or $132 per person, in
commissions. Accordingly, in FY21, incarcerated
women paid 31% more in commissions per
person than incarcerated men. These differences
predate the pandemic. In FY19, incarcerated
women paid 42% more.
VADOC uses commissions to fund the following
programs. (Examples of funding by commissary):
Chaplaincy services $1,325,000
Cable television services $780,000
FETCH program (3 facilities) $75,000
AFOI Visitation and Family Support Services
$220,000
Coding pilot program $514,000
Other Inmate Expenses (OIE)
(e.g., recreation equipment and supplies,
barber/beauty shop equipment and supplies, law
library equipment and supplies, appliances for
inmate and CCAP probationer/parolee use (e.g.,
washer/dryer, microwave, hotpots), picture
services, movies, incentive programs (CCAPs),
authorized religious items, bank service
charges for the management of the Commissary
Fund) $2,478,582
Recommendations by Non-VADOC Stakeholders
We recommend that the legislature:
1. Allocate $4 million annually in the general fund
to replace the 9% commission on commissary.
2. Create a tax refund/rebate for families who
have financially supported their loved ones to
help defray the cost of commissary purchases,
starting at $500 dollars a year.
a. VADOC provides monthly statements to an
individual who is incarcerated displaying all
monies given to them and how they spent that.
These statements could be used by the families
to show proof of the amounts paid to reflect their
eligibility for the tax deduction. Vendors could
also be required to provide annual or regular
statements to end-users. Implementation:
1. We recommend a two-year step-down to
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collections before you were released, please
contact Maisie Osteen at the Legal Aid Justice
Center, 626 E. Broad St. #200, Richmond, Virginia,
23221.

My Mental Illness:  Covid Era
Gwendolyn Burton, Fluvanna

In the past 3 yrs I have had some very hard
setbacks and breakdowns. You see, I suffer from
mental illness. I have severe PTSD and manic
depression.  It's something that for years I was too
ashamed to share, but I am learning not to let that
be an issue.  More people than are willing to
admit suffer from some sort of mental illness.  We
have been raised in a society that shuns
individuals that are considered to be quote "not
normal".  But the thing is it's something that
should be brought more into light without the fear
of being put down and made fun of.  Some of the
most cruel things possible can be said to people
who just want to understand themselves and why
they feel the way they do.  To feel that they/we
are people with lives that matter as much as the
next.  The fact that there has always been minimal
aid to assist in coping with the constant changes in
our emotions without being thrown more meds as
a way to placate us has not made this an easy
journey.  My reason for speaking out is to heal
myself as well as share with others that it is ok to
own your issues.  Just don't allow yourself to
continue to wallow in your pain.  Speak up and
speak out with your head held high.  If we each
teach one  another and lend an ear and/or a
shoulder, we can build this bridge together.  Stand
with me as I fight for my own life and I will help
you fight for yours! We are MORE than worth it!

Press For A Second Look Bill In 2023
Stephano Colosi (Buckingham) has helped start an
online petition to support passage of a Second
Look Bill in 2023.
Here is the link to share with your outside people:
tinyurl.com/mwbukpfa
Excerpt for the petition text:
We the undersigned wish to show our support and
appreciation for the "Second Look Act" bill
proposed by Del. Carrie Coyner in the upcoming
2023 Virginia General Assembly session. This bill is
similar to HB 906 presented in the 2022 session,
that was tabled by Del. Bell (Chair of the
Committee for Courts and Justice). We petition for
the current bill to be brought to the floor for a
vote. We urge the members of this great body to
represent the will and needs of the people that
make up this Commonwealth, and pass this bill.
(Note from CFJ:  the bill is not yet on the
Legislative Information Website listing the 2023
bills that will be heard but it’s early days).

CFJ/Center for Humanities Initiative
An excerpt from an article by Kelsey Bartlett for
Virginia Tech:
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To The Ones Who Never Left
Luisa Cutting, Fluvanna

I owe a thank you to the
ones who never left me
To the ones who had the courage
to stand by me in a courtroom
where silence is deafening
To the ones who listened to
my midnight cries
and the ones who had to hear
the words “All rise”.
To the ones who saw me in
handcuffs and shackles.
To the ones who promised me
my prison time I’ll tackle
“You’re not alone”, they told me
“We still love you”, they cried.
On that day I realized I’ll never
see an ocean sunrise –
Not for a while my friends
but I promise you one day we’ll
be able to begin again.
I’ll let you in on a secret, a
soul I never told,
you all are the reason I’m here today.
On the bad day I think about how
the courtroom was filled with
people I love.
But I’m crying to you now.
It can be really tough
but I remember your smiles
and how you said you’d be
there even if it is a while.
And I remember the pain and my broken
heart and the fear I tore
this friendship apart.
Yet you stayed and were there
through all the fears and you
say you’ll stay through all the
years.
You gave me strength.  You send me love.
God must've sent you from above.

Justice for Brittney Griner
The WNBA star was sentenced to 9 years in the
Mordovia Penal Colony, a place known for human
rights violations and abuses.  Olga Zeveleva, a
sociologist who specializes in Russian prison
conditions has said. “It is a place any prisoner wants
to avoid.”  Sign the petition to bring her home:
https://www.change.org/p/secure-brittney-griner-s-s
wift-and-safe-return-to-the-u-s

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter goes
out to 1,755 incarcerated people and is published by
the Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063. Please note: WE ARE NOT LAWYERS.
Have an original poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them and thanks to all who send
stamps.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con sus
quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora tenemos
apoyo con el español para quejas o preguntas.
¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que te gustaría
publicar?  Envíalos a nosotros

eliminate commissary commissions to allow for
gradual budget allocations and ensure no
disruption in programming. The commissary
fund can mitigate the impact of this plan by
partially funding the step-down period.
Analysis by Virginia Department of Corrections

Offering a variety of quality commissary products
to the inmate population: To ensure inmates have
a variety of quality products that include food
and snack items, personal hygiene items as well
as personal radios, personal televisions and
personal clothing, the VADOC utilizes a
competitive procurement process to secure an
experienced vendor that can provide high
quality products that are appropriate for a
correctional environment to include, but are not
limited to, exclusions of certain packaging that
contain glass or metal; sharp plastic that can be
molded into weapons or packaging that can be
used to create body armor such as thick
cardboard packaging. The contract allows the
VADOC to pre-approve what items will be offered
for safety and security of the inmate population
while further ensuring that items the inmates are
permitted to possess are consistently in stock and
available to the inmate population.
VADOC facilities are spread out across the state
and pose staffing and logistical challenges that
must be overcome to ensure a trusted and
reliable commissary service.
The vendor must take into consideration the
amount/size of the item as well as ensuring there
is variety of items that the inmate can possess
at one time and still secure their property items
in the space provided. If all property items are
not securely stored in the space provided, there
is a risk of inmates stealing unsecured property
from another inmate. Procedure further requires
the inmate to store all personal, state-issued
property in their designated storage area.
The vendor is required to limit the sale of items
to ensure the inmate does not exceed the
inmate’s Trust Account balances.   Due to space
limitations to operate on-site commissary
operations, the vendor has been limited to
storing 1 to 2 weeks’ worth of commissary items
taking into consideration the rate of commissary
purchases. This contributed to shortages while
filling on-site commissary orders. Through the
existing contract, the VADOC was able to
pilot/transition to a single central warehouse
filling delivery orders to each facility across the
state facilities  This went into effect 8/1/2022.
The VADOC is further not sufficiently staffed to
receive, inspect, search, inventory & deliver
items purchased from the open market. Although
suggested by the non-VADOC stakeholders, the
volume is unknown, and therefore the VADOC
cannot fully determine the staffing & fiscal
impact of this recommendation, however, it is
expected to be significant considering the
number of facilities with the VADOC.

Ten prisoners spent 4 weeks in September
writing and reading as part of a new humanities
course offered at the facility.  The class, taught by
Dr. Sylvester Johnson, director of the Center of
Humanities at Virginia Tech, and designed by a
group of Virginia Tech students, is part of a prison
education pilot program meant to pave the way
for future, for-credit courses at the facility.
Along with providing prisoners a sense of purpose,
prison education programs help reduce recidivism
rates by preparing them for life after prison,
according to those who worked on the project.
Johnson made the two-hour trip twice a week in
September to teach a literature-focused
humanities course.  Prisons are required to
provide general education courses to students
who do not have a high school diploma, but
Johnson said there is a need to provide more
opportunities for people to pursue college-level
education.
Prisoners were chosen for his course based on
essays that they submitted, explaining why they
wanted to participate. During the course, students
were given excerpts of books like the classic “Their
Eyes Were Watching God” by Zora Neal Hurston,
and asked to write reflection pieces.  Due to
limited internet access, they faced challenges that
many university students do not. No internet
access meant outside research had to be
conducted via the prison’s library, and reflection
pieces were written during class time because
students had limited access to computers.  Dr.
Johnson said ““The quality of their work is just
really rich and high.  Their analysis of material is
very sophisticated.”
The Coalition for Justice was instrumental to the
program’s creation, and often acted as a liaison
between Johnson and the Department of
Corrections.  Inspired by the huge response to [the
VAPJN] newsletter, Virginia Tech, with CFJ’s help,
launched a journal this past summer called
“Unlocked: Art and Experiences from Inside
Virginia Prison,” which allows inmates to share
their experiences through writing.  Douglas
Johnson, whose work has been featured in the
journal, is currently slated to be released from
River North Correctional Center in 2082. He said
he took the course because he is committed to
self-improvement, and vowed not to waste the
time he is serving.  “One of the greatest things you
can do for someone is to show them their true
potential,” said Johnson, via email. “This course's
reading and writing assignments and our heavily
engaged in-depth group discussions have given my
class a greater sense of self-awareness and has
allowed us to realize our potential is limitless.”
The importance of the course cannot be
overstated, he said.  “It is critical that inmates
continue to be given the opportunity to further
our education, because remaining purpose-driven
with a sense of hope can otherwise be difficult to
attain in this environment,” he added.

3


