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Español (algunas leyes pendientes)
SB 917 Aplicación de los estatutos de libertad
condicional para menores y personas internados
por delitos graves cometidos.
Presentado por: Joseph D. Morrissey [D]
Aplicación de los estatutos de libertad condicional
para menores y personas internados por
delitos graves cometidos a partir del 1 de enero de
1995. Deroga la abolición de la libertad
condicional. El proyecto de ley requiere que la
Junta de Libertad Condicional de Virginia
establezca procedimientos para la consideración
de la libertad condicional para personas que
anteriormente no eran elegibles para la libertad
condicional porque la libertad condicional fue
abolida y permitir una extensión de tiempo para
programar una entrevista de libertad
condicional por causa razonable.
13/01/23 Senado: Remitido de Rehabilitación y
Servicios Sociales (13-Y 0-N)
13/01/23 Senado: Remitido al Poder Judicial
HB 1603 Créditos de sentencia ganados
mejorados; delito relacionado con armas de
fuego, condena por delito grave durante el
confinamiento.
Presentado por: Scott A. Wyatt [R]
Créditos de sentencia ganados mejorados;
exenciones; delito relacionado con armas de
fuego; condena por delito grave durante el
confinamiento. Elimina a cualquier persona
condenada por un delito grave que involucre un
arma de fuego de la elegibilidad para créditos de
sentencia ganados mejorados y reduce el crédito
de sentencia ganado mejorado a cero para una
persona que recibe una condena por delito grave
por un delito que ocurrió durante el
confinamiento.
20/01/23 Cámara: Subcomisión recomienda
reportar con suplente (5-Y 3-N)

How Bills Become Law
Bills introduced by Delegates are House bills (HB)
Bills introduced by Senators are Senate bills (SB).
Currently, the House is Republican controlled and
the Senate is Democrat controlled.  Bills may go
through several committees and may be modified
in the process or voted down. If a bill passes all
the committees in the House, then the bill crosses
over to the Senate and vice versa.   ALL bills must
pass both the House and the Senate so even
though a bill might pass in the House, it might fail
in the Senate and vice versa.  If the House
modifies a bill from the Senate, it would go back
to the Senate for approval and vice versa.   If a bill
passes both the House and  Senate, the governor
can sign it into law, offer amendments that would
have to be approved by the House and Senate, or
he can veto a bill.

Stats
December 2022 parole:  1 discretionary parole
Covid as of 1/26/2023:  15 inmate cases 59 staff

.Bill Status - Key Bills (status as of 1/27)
HB 1458 Geriatric prisoners; conditional release.
Introduced by: Jason S. Ballard [R]
Expands the list of offenses that prohibit a person
from petitioning the Parole Board for conditional
release as a geriatric prisoner.
12/23/22  House: Referred to Committee on
Public Safety
SB 917 Application of parole statutes for juveniles
and persons committed upon felony offenses
committed.(Restores parole)
Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey [D]
Application of parole statutes for juveniles and
persons committed upon felony offenses
committed on or after January 1, 1995. Repeals
the abolition of parole. The bill requires the
Virginia Parole Board to establish procedures for
consideration of parole for persons who were
previously ineligible for parole because parole
was abolished and to allow for an extension of
time for the scheduling of a parole interview for
reasonable cause.
01/13/23  Senate: Rereferred from Rehabilitation
and Social Services (13-Y 0-N)
01/13/23  Senate: Rereferred to Judiciary
SJ 273 Confirming Governor's appointments; June
1.(*interim Parole Board member votes)
Introduced by: Lionell Spruill, Sr. [D]
Confirms appointments of certain persons made
by Governor Glenn Youngkin and communicated
to the General Assembly June 1, 2022.
01/20/23  Senate: Referred to Committee on
Privileges and Elections
 SB 994 Corrections Ombudsman, Office of the
Department of; created, report.
Introduced by: David W. Marsden [D]
Creates the Office of the Department of
Corrections Ombudsman headed by an
Ombudsman who is selected by a Corrections
Oversight Committee, also created by the bill.
The Committee is made up of four members of
the General Assembly and 11 non-legislative
citizen members who monitor the activities of
the Ombudsman and the Department of
Corrections. The bill provides the Office's
authority to conduct inspections at least once
every three years and more often when
warranted of Department or Board of Local and
Regional Jails facilities and requires the Office to
establish confidential telephone hotlines and
online forms for concerns, complaints, and
inquiries by inmates, their family members and
advocates, and Department employees and
contractors. In addition, the bill requires the
Committee to conduct quarterly public hearings
and submit an annual report to the Governor, the
Attorney General, the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary, the House Committee on Public Safety,
and the Director of the Department.
01/20/23  Senate: Reported from Rehabilitation
and Social Services (15-Y 0-N)

(continued on [page 2)

SB 842 Petition for modification of sentence;
eligibility; procedures (*Second Look)
Introduced by: J. Chapman Petersen [D]
Provides a petition process for a person serving a
sentence for any conviction or a combination of
any convictions who remains incarcerated in a
state or local correctional facility and meets
certain criteria to petition the circuit court that
entered the original judgment or order to (i)
suspend the unserved portion of such sentence or
run the unserved portion of such sentence
concurrently with another sentence, (ii) place such
person on probation for such time as the court
shall determine, or (iii) otherwise modify the
sentence imposed.
01/25/23  Senate: Reported from Judiciary (8-Y
6-N)
01/25/23  Senate: Rereferred to Finance and
Appropriations
SB 1282 Community service work in lieu of
payment of fines and costs; work performed while
incarcerated.
Introduced by: Jennifer B. Boysko [D]
Provides that in the program established by a
court to provide an option to any person upon
whom a fine and costs have been imposed to
discharge all or part of the fine or costs by earning
credits for the performance of community service
work, work performed while incarcerated, defined
in the bill as work performed for a wage that is
less than the Virginia minimum wage, is added as
an option for earning such credits during
imprisonment at a state, local, or regional
correctional facility. The bill makes offering such
option for community service work or work
performed while incarcerated mandatory. The bill
provides that a person who is performing work
performed while incarcerated shall be credited at
the same rate as the community service work rate
less any wages received for such work performed
while incarcerated. Under current law, a court is
required to establish a program for providing an
option for community service work in lieu of
payment of fines and costs but offering such
option is not mandatory.
01/10/23  Senate: Referred to Committee on the
Judiciary
SB 1424 Department of Corrections; possession
and administration of naloxone.
Introduced by: Todd E. Pillion [R]
Adds employees of the Department of Corrections
designated by the Director of the Department to
the list of persons who are authorized to possess
and administer naloxone or other opioid
antagonists. Under current law, the only
employees of the Department authorized to
possess and administer naloxone or other opioid
antagonists are those designated as probation and
parole officers or as correctional officers.
01/11/23  Senate: Referred to Committee on
Rehabilitation and Social Services
HB 1524 Va. Opioid Use Reduction & Jail-Based
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Poem
Darren Harris

Being given this number comes with a duty
from the living detesting my flesh
and to live in fear surrounded by demolitioning
souls that don’t sleep.

Shattering of the heart when adding up
the ticking from the clock.
Mentally, flinching, spilling tears saturating
the ground like rain falling from the clouds.

Name no longer written in a heart
with hers on the side of a tree.
Now wrote on the walls with the name of a person
condemned like me.

Laying here waiting to feel the earth,
compost rotten flesh helping to sprout up seeds
to grow, pushing up not daisies, but weeds.

Endlessly searching for an act of mercy,
redemption, not crucifixion.

Some Budget Bill Amendments
2023 Session
HB 1400 Budget Bill
Introduced by: Barry D. Knight [R]
Amends Chapter 2 of the 2022 Acts of Assembly,
Special Session I
12/15/22  House: Referred to Committee on
Appropriations
01/18/23  House: Budget amendments available
FY1 2023 $0, FY2 2024 $3,680,000

Budget Amendments - HB1400
Item 402 #1h, Chief Patron: Hope
Prohibit Remuneration for Operation of Stores in
Correctional Facilities
"Notwithstanding the provisions of § 53.1-27,
Code of Virginia, secure correctional facilities
operated by the Department shall not collect
profits, commissions, or other remuneration for
the operation of stores in correctional facilities."

Explanation
(This amendment prohibits the Department of
Corrections from accepting remuneration for
operation of stores in secure correctional facilities,
and provides $3.7 million from the general fund in
fiscal year 2024 to offset an estimate of the
revenue lost due to implementation of the
prohibition.)
_____
402 #5s Chief Patron: Boysko
DOC - Increase Food Budget Item
FY1 2023 $0, FY2 2024 $$19,771,466
Public Safety and Homeland Security
"Included in the appropriation for this item is
$19,771,466 the second year from the general
fund to increase the Department of Corrections’
food budget. All funds must be exhausted and
shall only be used for the purpose of inmate
food."

(continued on page 3)

01/20/23  Senate: Rereferred to Finance and
Appropriations
HB 1603 Enhanced earned sentence credits;
exemptions; firearm-related offense; felony
conviction. Introduced by: Scott A. Wyatt [R]
Removes any person convicted of a felony
offense involving a firearm from eligibility for
enhanced earned sentence credits and reduces
enhanced earned sentence credit to zero for a
person who receives a felony conviction for an
offense that occurred during confinement.
01/27/23  House: Subcommittee recommends
reporting with substitute (5-Y 3-N)
SB 1542 Enhanced earned sentence credits;
exemptions; certain firearm-related offenses;
felony conviction.
Introduced by: Richard H. Stuart [R]
Removes any person convicted of a certain felony
offenses involving a firearm from eligibility for
enhanced earned sentence credits and reduces
enhanced earned sentence credit to zero for a
person who receives a felony conviction for an
offense that occurred while a prisoner in a local,
state, or community correctional facility or in the
custody of an employee thereof.
01/20/23  Senate: Referred to Committee on the
Judiciary
SB 887 Correctional facilities, state; use of
isolated confinement.  Introduced by Joseph
Morrissey [D]
Prohibits the use of isolated confinement, as
defined in the bill, in state correctional facilities,
subject to certain exceptions.
01/13/23  Senate: Reported from Rehabilitation
and Social Services (8-Y 5-N)
01/13/23  Senate: Rereferred to Finance and
Appropriations
Note:  The House version of the bill HB2487 is
also moving through committees:
01/27/23  House: Reported from Public Safety
with substitute (22-Y 0-N)
01/27/23  House: Referred to Committee on
Appropriations
SB 863 Va. Prisoner Litigation Reform Act;
expands the Act to apply to civil actions brought
by prisoners.
Introduced by: William M. Stanley, Jr. [R]
Expands the Virginia Prisoner Litigation Reform
Act to apply to civil actions brought by prisoners
who are represented by counsel. Under current
law, the provisions of the Act apply only to pro se
prisoners. The bill clarifies that the Act shall apply
to all civil actions for money damages brought
under the laws of the Commonwealth and civil
actions for injunctive, declaratory, or mandamus
relief brought under the laws of the
Commonwealth or federal law. The bill also
provides that the Act shall apply to civil actions
brought by prisoners who are currently or were
formerly incarcerated in any state or local
correctional facility or a facility operated under
the Corrections Private Management Act and that

(continued on [page 3)

Substance Use Disorder Treatment & Transition
Fund; establish.
Introduced by: Carrie E. Coyner [D]
Establishes the Virginia Opioid Use Reduction and
Jail-Based Substance Use Disorder Treatment and
Transition Fund to be administered by the
Department of Criminal Justice Services for the
purpose of funding and supporting the planning
and implementation of locally administered
jail-based addiction recovery and substance use
disorder treatment and transition programs in
local and regional jails.
01/27/23  House: Reported from Public Safety
(22-Y 0-N)
01/27/23  House: Referred to Committee on
Appropriations
HB 1919 Pregnant inmates; coverage through
state plan for medical assistance.
Introduced by: Angelia Williams Graves [D]
Provides that if a person confined in a state
correctional facility is pregnant, gives birth during
such confinement, is enrolled in the state plan for
medical assistance, and would otherwise be
eligible for coverage under the state plan for
medical assistance for a 24-hour inpatient stay at a
medical institution but for the fact that such
person's stay was less than 24 hours, the cost of
such person's birth shall be covered by state
funds. The bill directs the Department of Medical
Assistance Services to, in coordination with the
Department of Corrections, identify persons
confined in state correctional facilities who are
enrolled in or may be eligible for services under
the state plan for medical assistance and provide
information to such persons regarding any steps
necessary to obtain coverage for child birth prior
to the person's release on medical furlough for the
purpose of giving birth.
01/26/23  House: Subcommittee recommends
reporting with substitute (9-Y 0-N)
01/26/23  House: Subcommittee recommends
referring to Committee on Appropriations
HB 1561 Arrest/prosecution of individual
experiencing mental health emerg.; assault
against law enforcement.
Introduced by: Vivian E. Watts [D]
Provides that no individual shall be subject to
arrest or prosecution for an assault or assault and
battery against a law-enforcement officer if at the
time of the assault or assault and battery (i) the
individual (a) is experiencing a mental health
emergency or (b) meets the criteria for issuance of
an emergency custody order pursuant to §
37.2-808 and (ii) the law-enforcement officer
subject to the assault or assault and battery was
responding to a call for service requesting
assistance for such individual. The bill provides
that no law-enforcement officer acting in good
faith shall be found liable for false arrest if it is
later determined that the person arrested was
immune from prosecution.
01/06/23  House: Referred to Committee for
Courts of Justice
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Explanation
(This amendment provides an additional $19.8
million GF the second year for Department of
Corrections' food budget, with the goal of
increasing daily per inmate food expenditures
from $2.20 to $4.40, as recommended in the
October 2022 workgroup report entitled
"Reduction or Elimination of Costs and Fees
Charged to Inmates in State Correctional
Facilities.)

Note:  The budget bill has to pass both chambers -
House and Senate. The senate version of the
budget bill is  SB 800 Budget Bill.
Introduced by: Janet D. Howell [D]

Prison/Jail Telephone Fee Bills
Senator Boysko’s bill (SB1274) regarding prison
telephone fees is moving through the Senate
committees but Delegate Shin’s bill that focused
on local and regional jails was voted down in the
Republican controlled House.  The bill was
opposed by the Virginia Sheriffs’ Association,
Virginia Association of Regional Jails and Virginia
Association of Counties.

SB 1274 State correctional facilities; Electronic
communication systems, free telephone calls.
Introduced by: Jennifer B. Boysko [D]
Requires the Department of Corrections to
provide telephone systems and web-based or
electronic communications systems free of charge
to any person, whether such person is initiating or
receiving the communication. The bill also
requires that a minimum ratio of one telephone
per every 10 inmates be available within each
housing unit at each correctional facility and that a
maximum number of telephone numbers
permitted on an approved call list must be no
fewer than 20.
01/10/23  Senate: Referred to Committee on
Rehabilitation and Social Services
01/20/23  Senate: Reported from Rehabilitation
and Social Services with amendments (9-Y 5-N)
01/20/23  Senate: Rereferred to Finance and
Appropriations

HB 2039 Correctional facilities, local; fees, report.
Local correctional facilities; fees; report.
Introduced by Delegate Irene Shin [D]
Eliminates or caps certain fees charged to inmates
in local correctional facilities and repeals
provisions that allow a sheriff or jail
superintendent to establish a deferred or
installment payment agreement or contract with a
collections agency when an inmate is unable to
pay fees owed to the local correctional facility. The
bill establishes the manner in which the balance of
all accounts maintained for an inmate's use must
be transferred to the inmate upon release.
01/19/23  House: Subcommittee recommends
laying on the table (5-Y 3-N)

all such civil actions shall be brought in the circuit
court of the city or county in which the prison is
located where the prisoner was housed when his
cause of action arose. The bill also clarifies when
a genuine issue of material fact exists for the
purposes of a summary judgment.
12/31/22  Senate: Referred to Committee on the
Judiciary
(Note from CFJ:  This is NOT “reform” at all!)
HB 1914 Department of Corrections; operations
and costs.  Introduced by: Patrick A. Hope [D]
Establishes a formula for determining the
estimated appropriations in a fiscal impact
statement of any bill that adds a new felony for
which imprisonment or commitment is
authorized. The bill also provides that the cost of
goods and services sold in stores in state
correctional facilities shall not exceed 10 percent
of the cost of the typical market rate for such
goods and services in major retail stores that are
not affiliated with any correctional facility and
that the Department shall not receive any
commissions or markups from the goods and
services sold.
01/26/23  House: Subcommittee recommends
laying on the table (5-Y 3-N)
SB 889 Local correctional facilities; fees; report.
Introduced by: Joseph D. Morrissey [D]
Eliminates or caps certain fees charged to
inmates in local correctional facilities and repeals
provisions that allow a sheriff or jail
superintendent to establish a deferred or
installment payment agreement or contract with
a collections agency when an inmate is unable to
pay fees owed to the local correctional facility.
The bill directs the State Board of Local and
Regional Jails to create a work group to study
implementation of the provisions of the bill and
report to the General Assembly by October 1,
2023. The remainder of the bill has a delayed
effective date of July 1, 2024.
01/20/23  Senate: Reported from Rehabilitation
and Social Services (8-Y 7-N)
01/20/23  Senate: Rereferred to Finance and
Appropriations
HB 1849 Chemical restraints; work group to study
use in correctional facilities.
Introduced by: Rodney T. Willett [R]
Directs the Secretary of Public Safety and
Homeland Security to convene a work group to
study the use of chemical restraints in state and
local correctional facilities
01/27/23  House: Assigned Rules sub: Studies

Bad Jurist
Steve Goodman (Green Rock) has a new website
badjurist.com that seeks to promote a national
dialogue about systemic racism & discrimination
in the judicial system &  the inadequate
representation of  indigent criminal defendants.
Share your stories.

SB 858 Evidence of defendant's mental condition
admissible; mental illness. FAILED
Introduced by: John A. Cosgrove, Jr. [R]
Eliminates "mental illness" from the list of mental
conditions for which a defendant may offer
evidence to show his mental condition at the time
of an alleged offense.
HB 1931 Civil commitment of sexually violent
predators; penalty. Introduced by Tara Durant [R]
Creates a Class 6 felony for any civilly committed
sexually violent predator who tampers with or in
any way attempts to circumvent the operation of
his GPS equipment while on conditional release.
The bill also eliminates the requirement that an
expert witness be designated by the
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services prior to being permitted
to testify at a probable cause hearing.
01/10/23  House: Referred to Committee for
Courts of Justice
SB 1245 Arrest and return of parolee or felon
serving a period of postrelease supervision.
Introduced by: Mark D. Obenshain [R]
Directs the circuit court of the sentencing
jurisdiction to initiate proceedings against a felon
serving a period of postrelease supervision upon a
showing of a violation or probable violation of any
of the terms or conditions of his release. Under
current law, the Chairman or any member of the
Parole Board initiates such proceedings.
01/20/23  Senate: Rereferred from Rehabilitation
and Social Services (13-Y 0-N)
01/20/23  Senate: Rereferred to Judiciary

Equality: A Fairy Tale
Jeffrey Blaney, Sussex 2

Under the eyes of justice all are free,
Including you, not just me:
There lies justice, and here lies we.

(Note from Mr.Blaney:  This is an allegorical ode to
George Orwell’s “Animal Farm”.   It is a satirical
indulgence exposing the fairytale illusion of
freedom, equality, and justice as a farce.)

Bills Laid On The Table
Laid On The Table or  tabling is a gentler version of
passing it by, though it is still unlikely that the bill
would be brought up again for consideration.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter goes
out to 1,808 incarcerated people and is published by
the Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063.
Please note: WE ARE NOT LAWYERS.
Have an original poem or thought you’d like
published?  Send them and thanks to all who send
stamps.

español
No somos abogados.  Ayudamos a los presos con sus
quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora tenemos
apoyo con el español para quejas o preguntas.
¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que te gustaría
publicar?  Envíalos a nosotros.
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