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español
Un comité liderado por republicanos en la Cámara
de Delegados votó a favor de rechazar dos
proyectos de ley de reforma penitenciaria, uno
que habría creado una oficina de defensor del
pueblo independiente para proporcionar una
supervisión independiente de las prisiones y otro
que habría dado a los reclusos acceso a llamadas
telefónicas y correos electrónicos gratuitos
para permitirles comunicarse mejor con el mundo
exterior. El Comité de Asignaciones de la
Cámara bloqueó ambas medidas después de que
un representante del Departamento
Correccional de Virginia (VADOC) dijera que las
agencias se oponían a las propuestas debido
a problemas de costos. Además, el proyecto de ley
para recuperar la libertad condicional “parole”
(fue abolido en 1995) también fracasó. El
presidente de la Junta de Libertad Condicional, el
Sr. Dotson, dijo que la administración de Youngkin
no apoyó la recuperación de la libertad
condicional.

Parole Board Members
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 273
Samuel Boone, Jr., of Chesapeake, Virginia,
Member, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor
Beginning April 6, 2022, to succeed Lethia
Hammond
Steven Buck of Richmond, Virginia
Beginning April 20, 2022, to succeed Kemba Smith
Pradia
Michelle Dermyer of Gloucester, Virginia
Beginning April 1, 2022, to succeed Sherman Lea
Howard "Toby" Vick of Henrico, Virginia.
Beginning April 1, 2022, to succeed A. Lincoln
James
02/09/23 Senate: Bill text as passed Senate and
House (SJ273ER)
The interim board is now the approved board.
Chair Dotson had been approved last year.

Failed Bills
With chambers voting along party lines with little
exception, the Republican controlled House failed
many Democrat controlled Senate bills including a
bill to bring back parole, Second Look, bills related
to ending mandatory minimums, resentencing for
those with marijuana charges, independent
oversight, caps on certain fees in jails, free
telephone calls, mandatory community service
fees to offset court fees/fines, pregnant inmate’s
coverage through state plan for medical assistance
and many more. Some of the House bills that the
Senate failed were: Expanding the list of offenses
that prohibit a person from petitioning the Parole
Board for conditional release as a geriatric
prisoner; Removal of any person convicted of a
felony offense involving a firearm from eligibility
for enhanced earned sentence credits and reduces
enhanced earned sentence credit to zero for a
person who receives a felony conviction for an
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.Bill Status - Passed House & Senate
HB 2016 Appointment of counsel; Class 1 felony
cases, compensation.
Introduced by Les Adams [R] Provides that in any
case in which an indigent defendant is charged
with a Class 1 felony the court shall appoint two
competent, qualified, and experienced attorneys,
one of whom shall be the public defender in a
jurisdiction in which a public defender office is
established, for the defendant. As introduced,
this bill was a recommendation of the Virginia
Criminal Justice Conference.
(Passed with a substitute)
HB 2168 Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission;
breach of Canons of Judicial Conduct.
Introduced by: Wren M. Williams [R]
Requires the Judicial Inquiry and Review
Commission to include in its annual report (i) the
name of any judge who the Commission
concluded breached the Canons of Judicial
Conduct and took disciplinary action against as a
result of such conclusion, if the date on which the
Commission reached such conclusion was after
the previous annual report was published; (ii) the
specific Canons of Judicial Conduct breached by
such judge; and (iii) the disciplinary action taken
against such judge by the Commission. The bill
provides that the provisions of this act shall apply
only to disciplinary actions taken on or after July
1, 2023.
(Passed with a substitute)
SB 1424 Naloxone or other opioid antagonists;
persons authorized to administer.
Introduced by: Todd E. Pillion [R]
Adds employees of the Department of
Corrections designated by the Director of the
Department to the list of persons who are
authorized to possess and administer naloxone or
other opioid antagonists. Under current law, the
only employees of the Department authorized to
possess and administer naloxone or other opioid
antagonists are those designated as probation
and parole officers or as correctional officers. This
bill is identical to HB 1709.
HB 1792 Temp. detention in hospital; testing,
etc., mental/physical condition resulting from
intoxication.
Introduced by: Margaret Ransone [R]
Clarifies that when a mental or physical condition
appears to be a result of intoxication, a licensed
physician who has attempted to obtain informed
consent of an adult person for treatment of such
mental or physical condition appearing to be a
result of intoxication may seek an order from the
magistrate or court in the jurisdiction where the
respondent is located authorizing temporary
detention of the adult person in a hospital
emergency department or other appropriate
facility for testing, observation, or treatment,
provided that certain conditions are met.
(Passed with a substitute)
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More Passed Bills
HB 2165 Criminal appeals; duties of the Attorney
General and attorney for the Commonwealth.
Introduced by: Wren M. Williams [R]
Provides that in all criminal cases before the Court
of Appeals or the Supreme Court of Virginia in
which the Commonwealth is a party or is directly
interested, the Attorney General shall appear and
represent the Commonwealth upon receipt of the
record in the appellate court. The attorney for the
Commonwealth shall continue to represent the
Commonwealth in any criminal case on appeal
before the Court of Appeals or the Supreme Court
for which he was the prosecuting attorney so long
as the record remains lodged in the trial court.
Under current law, the Attorney General assumes
representation of the Commonwealth upon the
filing of the notice of appeal. The bill provides that
the attorney for the Commonwealth shall
represent the Commonwealth before the
appellate courts on criminal pretrial petitions for
appeal. The bill also provides that a motion to
vacate a criminal conviction filed more than 21
days after a final order has been entered in the
case is a civil motion and does not have an appeal
of right. Finally, the bill provides that the Court of
Appeals may dispense with oral argument if the
panel has examined the briefs and record and
unanimously agrees that oral argument is
unnecessary because the facts and legal
arguments are adequately presented in the briefs
and record, and the decisional process would not
be significantly aided by oral argument.
SB 958 Writs of actual innocence. Introduced by:
Richard H. Stuart [R]
Provides a statute of limitations for the filing of a
petition for a writ of actual innocence of two years
from the date of finalized conviction or the date
the petitioner discovers unknown or unavailable
evidence or scientific testing method, whichever is
later. The bill requires the Attorney General to
provide written notice of intent to join a petition
for a writ of actual innocence to the local attorney
for the Commonwealth in the jurisdiction of
conviction or adjudication of delinquency. The bill
establishes the evidentiary standard for writs of
actual innocence as preponderance of the
evidence for persons who pled not guilty and as
clear and convincing evidence for persons who
pled guilty or nolo contendere. The bill bars
human biological evidence or the recantation of
testimony by a witness against the petitioner as
the sole basis for seeking relief. The bill directs the
Court of Appeals to dismiss any second or
subsequent petition for failure to identify new or
different evidence in support of actual innocence
or for failure to assert the new or different
evidence in a prior petition under circumstances
that constitute an abuse of the writ. The bill
directs the Attorney General to notify the victim
or victim's representative of a hearing scheduled
or any oral argument; the victim or victim's
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offense that occurred during confinement; Directs
the Parole Board to review annually all petitions
for geriatric conditional release (The bill provides
that the Parole Board may, however, defer
subsequent hearings for up to three years if an
initial hearing was held and the petition for
conditional release was denied); Mandatory
reporting of all offenders released from a local
correctional facility or state correctional facility
before the completion of the offender's sentence.
The bill would have required the names and
reason for release to be published and sent to the
General Assembly for review.  Those all failed.

Budget Bills
Both the House and the Senate introduced budget
bills, which were very different. SB800 (left in
Appropriations - failed) and HB 1400. In the
Senate bill, there were amendments to increase
the prison food budget, support elimination of
commissary revenue and support no-cost
communication systems for inmates, establishing
a program for non-violent state offenders to be
housed in a local or regional jail, rather than a
prison or other state correctional facility, with
rehabilitative services provided by the jail, and
more funds for air-conditioning. The House and
Senate could not come together so a “skinny”
budget bill leaving money unspent was passed to
deal with broad concerns over critical items as the
General Assembly ended. The House bill passed.
HB1400 includes:
.8) $8,820,000 in the first year to the Department
of Corrections (799) for air conditioning
installation and associated costs in correctional
facilities.

Stats
January parole: 6 (4 discretionary, 1 dual
eligibility, 1 geriatric)
Covid-19: As of Feb. 25 – 15 inmate cases, 1
hospitalization, 58 staff cases

Guilt
Dennis Lewis, Nottoway

Bearing burden for fruit
harvesting shame
Guileless souls gather strength
searching blame
Prayer blemished with hope
mirroring face
Seven deadly foretold
beckoning Grace

A Thought
Edwin Barrett, St. Brides

A famous quote from an author, philosopher and
educator Howard Thurman:
“Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask yourself
what makes you come alive and then do that
because what the world needs is people who have
come alive.”

SB 820 Va. Opioid Use Reduction & Jail-Based
Substance Use Disorder Treatment & Transition
Fund; establish.
Introduced by: Barbara A. Favola [D]
Establishes the Virginia Opioid Use Reduction
and Jail-Based Substance Use Disorder Treatment
and Transition Fund to be administered by the
Department of Criminal Justice Services for the
purpose of funding and supporting the planning
and implementation of locally administered
jail-based addiction recovery and substance use
disorder treatment and transition programs in
local and regional jails.
(Passed with a substitute)
HB 2054 Community services boards; information
to certain defendants, services provided by
boards. Introduced by: Patrick A. Hope [D]
Requires general district courts, juvenile and
domestic relations district courts, and circuit
courts, in cases in which a defendant is found not
guilty of any offense after a trial at which
evidence of the defendant's mental condition at
the time of the alleged offense was introduced,
to make available to the defendant information
regarding services provided by the community
services board and how such services may be
accessed. The bill requires each community
services board to develop, regularly update, and
make available to such courts in the same locality
information regarding the services provided by
the community services board and information
about how to access such services. This bill is
identical to SB 1267.(Passed with a substitute)
HB 1536 Grievance Procedure Manual;
employees of the Dept. of Corrections and Dept.
of Juvenile Justice.
Introduced by Clinton Jenkins [D]
Directs the Department of Human Resource
Management to update the Grievance Procedure
Manual to require the Office of Equal
Employment and Dispute Resolution to review
and issue a written decision when a party is
noncompliant with any of the requirements of
the grievance procedure.
(Passed with a substitute)
HB 1827 Autopsies; decedents in the custody of
the Department of Corrections.
Introduced by: Mike A. Cherry [R]
Requires, if a decedent is an inmate in the
custody of the Department of Corrections, that
an autopsy be performed by the Chief Medical
Examiner, an Assistant Chief Medical Examiner, or
a pathologist with whom the State Health
Commissioner has entered into an agreement.
The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1,
2024. (Passed House/Senate with a substitute)
HB 1924 Minimum wage; employees with
disabilities. Introduced by: Patrick A. Hope [D]
Provides that individuals with disabilities that are
paid at subminimum wage pursuant to the
federal Fair Labor Standards Act are employees
for the purposes of the Virginia Minimum Wage
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representative has the right to attend such
hearing or oral argument.
HB 2169 Parole Board; decision requirements;
annual reports.Introduced by Wren Williams [R]
Requires the Parole Board (the Board), prior to
making any decision to grant discretionary parole
to an inmate, to discuss and debate such decision
at a meeting at which all Board members are
present. The bill requires, in cases in which the
Board grants discretionary parole to an inmate,
each Board member to identify his reasoning for
such decision at the time such member's vote is
cast. The bill requires that parole review hearings
include a live interview of the prisoner, which may
be conducted in person or by videoconference or
telephone, and, absent imminent death or other
extraordinary circumstances, prohibits the Board
from granting parole to any prisoner who has not
received a live interview within the prior calendar
year. The bill provides that final discharges may be
issued by the Board only upon approval by a
majority of Board members and requires the
Board to publish an annual report regarding such
final discharges, with items specified in the bill.
The bill requires the Board to contact the victim of
the crime for which the prisoner is incarcerated
prior to making any decision to release the
prisoner on discretionary parole and allows the
victim to present testimony to the Board by virtual
means. Under current law, the Board is required to
endeavor diligently to contact the victim prior to
making such decision. (Passed with substitute)
HB 2230 Revocation of postrelease supervision.
Introduced by: William C. Wampler III [R]
Revocation of post release supervision. Provides
that a revocation hearing for a supervision
violation shall be conducted in accordance with
the provisions regarding the revocation hearings
for a suspended sentence or probation violation.
(Passed with substitute)
SB 1413 Motion for the disclosure of expunged
records in a civil case.
Introduced by Thomas K. Norment, Jr. R]
Provides that where a civil claim is filed arising out
of or relating to charges where a petition for the
expungement of police and court records for such
charges is pending or where the records have
been expunged, any party to the civil claim may
file a motion in the court in which the civil claim is
pending, or in the court where the petition for the
expungement was or is pending, for the release of
the expunged records for use in the civil litigation,
and, upon motion and for good cause shown, such
police and court records shall be ordered to be
released and the relevant penalties relating to
disclosure of such expunged records shall not
apply.
SB 1402 Criminal records; expungement and
sealing of records; repeal.
Introduced by: Scott A. Surovell [D]
Repeals the statute providing for the limitation on
the dissemination of criminal history record
information related to the possession of
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A Shout Out To The “Harmonizers”
The “Harmonizers” are a musical group at Sussex 2
that was formed over a decade ago from a church
choir. They sing, play instruments and even have a
sound technician. You can hear them perform here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yaOX0YTKB-8
Good job to David Mamlin, Frank Blevins, Jarrett
Pickett, Frank Solesbee, Elton Green, Dustin Ele, Desi
Hendricks, and James Nutter. You all sound so good!

The Swerve
Alecia Schmuhl (FCCW)

Once upon a time my ex-husband chastised me for
lacking resilience and fortitude.  For a decade I
believed what he said. Even up until a few months
ago, I would have told you that when I was at home
with him I did in fact lack resilience. I agreed because
when I failed at something or encountered a
roadblock, I wouldn’t persevere or push through. I
didn’t live by the motto of “If at first you don’t
succeed, try, try again.”  I lived by, “If at first you don’t
succeed, give up and try something else.”  I
frequently gave up or swerved in another direction.
Now that isn’t to say that I’ve never pushed through
and accomplished any significant goals.  Quite the
contrary. As someone who is naturally adept in a
wide variety of areas, I was unaccustomed to having
to exert effort to excel. But what if serving wasn’t the
negative trait or behavior that I thought it was? What
if my ability to swerve is just another facet of
resilience?
In the Prison Fellowship Academy we are taught that
resilience is the ability to pick yourself up and keep
going after running into a barrier – to be able to
change course, emotionally heal, and continue
moving toward a goal. I had always thought that
resilience narrowly meant moving forward toward
the goal no matter what.  But now I realize that
resilience also includes the ability to swerve and
reset. It can mean re-evaluating and revising your
goals or trajectory. We’re not meant to be good at
everything, to be able to accomplish everything
under the sun or follow every path. But we do each
have a specific set of gifts and talents that are meant
to be used for a purpose and, therefore, we
encounter roadblocks for a reason.  Sometimes we
are meant to push through them while other times
we’re meant to re-evaluate, revise, and swerve.
Resilience is all of that. Now I know that he was
wrong.  I had resilience all along.

The Virginia Prison Justice Network Newsletter goes
out to 1,808 incarcerated people and is published by
the Coalition for Justice, PO Box 299, Blacksburg, VA
24063.
Please note: WE ARE NOT LAWYERS.
Have an original poem or thought you’d like
published? Send them and thanks to all who send
stamps.

español
No somos abogados. Ayudamos a los presos con sus
quejas durante el encarcelamiento ¡Ahora tenemos
apoyo con el español para quejas o preguntas.
¿Tienes un poema o ensayo corto que te gustaría
publicar? Envíalos a nosotros.

Act. The bill requires every employer of such
employees to pay such employees wages at a rate
not less than (i) from July 1, 2023, until July 1,
2024, $9.50 per hour; (ii) from July 1, 2024, until
July 1, 2025, $10.50 per hour; and (iii) from July
1, 2025, until July 1, 2026, $11.50/hour. The bill
requires that from and after July 1, 2026, every
employer of such employees pay such employees
at a rate equivalent to all other employees
covered by the VA  Minimum Wage Act.
HB 1931 Sexually violent predators; civil
commitment, penalty.
Introduced by Tara Durant [R]
Creates a Class 6 felony for any civilly committed
sexually violent predator who tampers with or in
any way attempts to circumvent the operation of
his GPS equipment while on conditional release.
The bill also eliminates the requirement that an
expert witness be designated by the
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services prior to being permitted
to testify at a probable cause hearing.
(Passed with a substitute)
HB 2019 Discretionary sentencing guidelines;
review, deferred disposition.
Introduced by Les R. Adams [R] Requires the
court to (i) review and consider discretionary
sentencing guidelines before a deferred
disposition in felony cases other than Class 1
felonies and (ii) within five days following a
deferred disposition in felony cases, forward the
original discretionary sentencing guidelines
worksheets with a copy of the court order to the
Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission.
Under current law, the court is required to review
discretionary sentencing guidelines only before
imposing sentence in all felony cases other than
Class 1 felonies and is required to forward the
original discretionary sentencing guidelines
worksheets with a copy of the court order to the
Commission only following the entry of a final
order of conviction and sentence in a felony case

Brothers and Sisters
Chief Faro Three Eagles,  Keen Mountain

Children of Mother Earth! With a loud voice I cry
out to you! Our world is in danger. Long ago the
Indian people fell victim to the curse of alcohol
and it destroyed our communities. Today, we face
a new curse - Indians and Non-Indians alike. Long
ago it was alcohol. Today, the curse is drugs.
Drugs pollute our bodies, warp our minds,
destroy our communities, and harm our Mother
Earth. Even "legal" drugs like marijuana and
medications are ultimately harmful when
misused. So with a loud voice I cry out to you,
Brothers and Sisters, and I ask you to reach out to
your communities, and to our Creator, to help
bring an end to this terrible curse of drugs. Cry
out for peace, for unity, for healing, and for love
of life, and of one another. Be at peace

marijuana and the statute related to automatic
sealing for mistaken identity or unauthorized use
of identifying information.

Solitary Confinement Bill
There is a House version of the bill (HB2847) and a
Senate version SB887). While the House bill
requires 4 hours of positive programming each
day out-of-cell for prisoners in “RHU”, it has
specific language as to when a person can be
placed in RHU. It says that a person can be placed
in RHU when they request the placement, when a
person needs RHU for their own protection, when
there is a need to prevent an imminent threat of
physical harm to the incarcerated person or
another person. The Senate bill agreed with that
but the Virginia Coalition On Solitary Confinement
noted the open ended language of the House bill
which would essentially give VADOC unlimited
authority to place people in RHU. Unfortunately, a
House of Delegates subcommittee voted on
2/24/2023 to scrap the Senate bill to strictly limit
how long state prisons can hold people in solitary
confinement. Instead, they opted to study that
issue but pass the House bill.  Delegate Hope said:
“I don’t want a study, but the alternative was that
this bill was going to be defeated.” HB2847 passed
the House and Senate. The VADOC noted that it
would cost $4.8 million to implement the bill.

HB 2294
The hemp regulation bill passed the House and
Senate. Retail marijuana sales remains illegal and
the bill cracks down on largely unregulated THC
products, including increasingly common delta-8
edibles. There is still no legal way to buy
marijuana.  The governor is expected to sign the
bill into law.

Raini Publishing
Evan McNair (WRSP)

Peace to all my brothers and sisters, hey if you’re
looking to turn your manuscript into a reality,
contact Raini Publishing. I struggled to get
published and in getting my published books but
I’m off the banned book list now because I fought
for justice and won my lawsuit.
Raini Publishing, Po Box 844, Emporia, VA 23847

A Remembrance
Dontae Ebron, WRSP

I lost my little brother Todd Manley to suicide last
month after he'd been dealing with a mental
health condition for years. He'd been saying he
wanted to hurt himself for years and not that
myself and family didn't take him seriously, we just
didn't know what to do. If there's anyone you
know and love contemplating hurting themselves,
please don't be afraid to seek help on their behalf.
Call the suicide prevention hotline, alert someone
that has professional experience and don't
hesitate. You could save their life… Todd, you’re
forever a part of me. I Love You
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